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AGENDA - ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
February 22, 2015 – 10:30 a.m. 

Sleepy Hollow Presbyterian Church 
 

Recognition of Quorum  
 
Opening Prayer and Introduction - Pastor Bev 
 
Presentation of Annual Report - Sharon Adams, Clerk of Session 
 
Presentation of Financials - Peg Maclise, Finance Elder 
  Review of 2015 Budget  
  Approval of Pastor’s Terms of Call 
 
Election of Officers: 
 
 Recognition of Outgoing and Continuing Officers – Pastor Bev 
 
 Presentation of New Slate of Officers - Nominating Committee   
 
  Elders:  Fred Morfit (B & G) and Patti Vance (Mission) 
  Deacons:  Robin Abu Aly and Marie Ongaro 
 
  Request for nominations from the floor 
 
  Vote for Approval 
 

Presentation of New Nominating Committee  
 
Sharon Adams, Sue Burr, and Koren Grubb 

 
  Request for nominations from the floor 
 
  Vote for approval 
 
Birthday Money drawing – Linda Peltzman, Membership Elder 
 
Closing Prayer – Pastor Bev 
 
Annual Quiz – Carolyn Goodman, Deacon Moderator 

 
 

 



 

 

CLERK OF SESSION REPORT 
 
Session for 2014               Deacons for 2014 
Sharon Adams, Clerk of Session  Carolyn Goodman, Moderator   
Jody Schmetz, Worship        Cat Caldwell (outgoing)  
Dennis Latta, Family Ministries       Laura Taylor (outgoing) 
Peg Maclise, Finance       Patti Eisinger  
Linda Peltzman, Membership Nurture    Frankie Eakes 
Liz McNamara, Building/Grounds (outgoing)   Nancy Elberg 
Matt Ehlen, Mission/Social Justice (outgoing)     
 
Participation for 2014 
Membership – 84 
Worship Service – 75 weekly average; 87 for last 16 weeks 
New Members – 9 
Baptism -1 
Confirmation Class - 10 
 
Session met monthly; Green and Garden Teams were formed. We have been blessed 
this year with growth in every area of church life, especially in Worship, Mission, and 
Family Ministries.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Adams 
Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Finance Elder: Peggy Maclise; with Chris Lopin, Alan Burr, Steve Derr, and Mark 
Sarkisian 
 
We are pleased with another good year in the SHPC finance "department.”  Our Annual 
Stewardship Drive raised $125,000 from 45 pledging households, including 4 new 
families.  We love seeing these new faces joining our Sleepy Hollow Presbyterian 
Church community.  Thank you to all who pledged!  It is not too late to pledge to the 
life of the church in 2015 if you have not yet done so. 
  
In 2014: 

 
1. Our new Justice Garden blessed the greater community and those less fortunate 

with beautiful organic produce and with education in sustainable practices. We 
received grants from the Interfaith Sustainable Food Collaborative, the 
Presbytery of the Redwoods Hunger Task Force, the County of Marin, and gifts 
from Master Gardeners and local merchants to support this new and life-giving 
ministry of the church.  The Mexico Mission team provided an invaluable start 
by building the beds on Work Day.  The Session voted to dedicate the church’s 
25% holdback of Cents-ability Offering funds to the Justice Garden as a hunger 
program. 

 
2. We have been able to maintain a prudent reserve to offset the unexpected.  

 
3. We were able to dedicate extra mission funds to support the REST winter shelter 

team, and continue our support of Marin Inter Faith Council, That All May 
Freely Serve, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and Marin Street Chaplaincy, as 
well as our own Presbytery of the Redwoods.  We increased our church support 
to Mexico Mission with the addition of Allie Duro, MM Administrator, and a 
commitment by the Session to maintain a reserve of MM funds for charitable 
purposes when possible. 
 

4. We reviewed the Presbytery’s reports on pastor compensation, and we continue 
to work towards giving Pastor Bev a compensation package which will come 
closer to that of other ministers of comparable churches in our presbytery. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Peggy Maclise 
Finance Elder 
 
 
 



 

 

2015 Budget Summary 

  
 

 

Income 2013 2014 2015 

  
 

 

Plate $16,000.00 $6,000.00 $6,000.00 

Gifts $12,000.00 $8,100.00 $10,100.00 

Pledge $140,100.00 $137,280.00 $135,000.00 

Manse Rent $45,600.00 $48,000.00 $48,000.00 

Mexico Mission $10,000.00 $12,400.00 $12,400.00 

Other $9,500.00 $5,000.00 $2,500 

LMP Rent $16,000.00 $45,000.00 $47,524.00 

Total $249,200.00 $261,780.00 $261,524.00 

 
  

 

 
  

 

Expense 

  
 

 
  

 

Building & Grounds $45,800.00 $46,150.00 $46,300.00 

Office  $10,175.00 $9,050.00 $9,020.00 

Mission $6,000.00 $8,700.00 $8,950.00 

Presbytery Dues $3,100.00 $3,375.00 $2,775.00 
Pastor Comp. 
Package* $71,275.00 $77,823.00 $87,552.00 

Worship/Fam. Min. $11,600.00 $14,450.00 $12,200.00 

Staff $53,650.00 $59,400.00 $58,850.00 

Deacons/Membership $550.00 $500.00 $800.00 

Loans $42,300.00 $42,300.00 $42,300.00 

Total $244,450.00 $261,748.00 $268,747.00 

   
 

 
  

 

 
2013 2014 2015     

Proposed Pastor 
Comp. Package* 
SECA 42% Reimb.   $3,000.00 

Pension & Medical $16,717.00 $19,577.00  $21,520.00 

Prof’l Exp. Reqmt. $2,700.00 $2,700.00  $2,700.00  

Study Leave Reqmt. $1,200.00 $1,200.00  $1,200.00  

Salary + Housing $50,658.00 $55,523.00  $59,132.00 

Total $71,275.00 $79,000.00  $87,552.00 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FAMILY MINISTRIES COMMITTEE  
Family Ministries Elder – Dennis Latta 
 
The focus of the family ministries effort this year has been to grow our program to serve 
the growing number of children attending SHPC, now numbering 45 children and 
youth!   
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL – Weekly Children’s Program for 3 -10 year olds 
Sunday School is being ably led by Ryan Finnane, Sydney Greenlee, Carter Stewart, and 
Andy Eisinger.  Music Direction is provided by Hallie Foster, Children and Youth 
Music Director.  Our program is fresh each week and designed by Pastor Bev and Ryan 
to tie in with the children’s time during worship, which previews the adult message 
each Sunday.  The children are learning Bible stories and Bible values of respect, 
kindness, and sharing.  Our activities include arts and crafts, drama, music, role-playing 
to gain communication skills, storytelling, and outdoor play. 
 
MOLOTH – Middle School Youth Group and Confirmation Class 
The eleven-year olds and older were given their own group separate from the younger 
kids attending Sunday School. This group is known as MOLOTH (an acronym that the 
kids came up with that stands for something that was a consensus of what to call the 
group – I am not sure the kids even remember what it stands for). Charles Wei was 
hired to lead MOLOTH with Pastor Bev two Sundays a month. Charles is a Seminary 
graduate, and an artist with many talents including game designing. He is responsible 
for the wonderful ceramic mosaics produced by the kids and adults at SHPC. He also 
taught the kids a Confirmation class with 10 youth receiving Bibles. A MOLOTH swim 
party at the Hamilton’s occurred in August. Some of our youth attended the Annual 
Youth Gleaning at Green Gulch Farm in southern Marin in September. There was the 
annual Halloween Open House at church, where middle schoolers helped to decorate 
and set up, go trick or treating, and play games and hang out. This January Alec 
Kenilvort came and talked to the kids about his experience in the MLB—emphasizing 
healthy lifestyle and character. 
 
SENIOR HIGH – REST and Mexico Mission 
We are in a rebuilding year with our Senior Highs.  We have terrific senior high 
participation in mission, and are looking for ways to bring senior highs into other areas 
of the life of the church. 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
The Children of Uganda Dance and Potluck was held March 7, 2014 at the Church. We 
held an Easter Egg Hunt after Easter Service and our Christmas Children’s pageant had 
27 children participating.  Game nights occurred in May, October and continues this 
February 28th at the Church. The Baigrie’s presented Botswana night January 25th at the 



 

 

Church.  Hallie Foster continues to engage the kids in musical presentations that delight 
the congregation, including the musical One, presented in the service Nov. 16. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dennis Latta 
Family Ministries Elder 
 
 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 
Worship services at SHPC are planned by a committee that meets weekly in the Pastor's 
office.  Worship committee members are Pastor Bev, Music Minister Stephen Iverson, 
Worship Elder Jody Schmetz, and Pastoral Intern Lora East (2014-2015 SFTS school 
year). 
 
Services are planned around a variety of themes derived from seasonal observances, the 
Lectionary, the life of the church, and current events.  Pastor Bev prepares and presents 
the majority of the sermons.  Last year we welcomed Bentley Stewart, Jeff Cheifetz, 
Rachel Pence, Scott Clark, Hannah Dreitcer, and Lora East as guest preachers. Each 
week adult and youth liturgists are chosen from the church community for the 
upcoming service.  Communion is served during worship at least once a month and 
SHPC continues its long tradition of Birthday and Two Cents a Meal Sundays. 
 
Music Ministers Stephen Iverson and Michael McCarty provide preludes, chants, 
hymns, anthems, and original music that support the theme of each Sunday.  This past 
year they were often joined by drummer Bill O'Callaghan and for special services they 
were joined by guest musicians such as vocalist Charlotte Phillips, violinist Peter Chase 
and the Meg Eldridge String Quartet. 
 
The SHPC Singers rehearse weekly, Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:00. The singers 
continue to expand their repertoire with leadership and original music from Stephen 
Iverson, Hallie Foster, and Cathy Sarkisian.  The Singers performed an original adult 
musical "Stranger in our Midst".  They recently purchased hand chimes, which the 
singers have used in two performances and they have plans for many more.  
 
Hallie Foster also serves as the Children/Youth Music director.  The youth sing at 
special services along with performing in the Christmas Pageant and in an original 
musical "One" created by Hallie.  Along with singing, the youth perform with boom 
whackers and are learning to use the hand chimes. 
 
The Liturgical Artists and Flower Guild members work to visually and creatively 
support the seasonal celebrations and weekly services. This past year they created a 



 

 

new art installation for Lent and Easter called “Sacred Circle.” For Advent and 
Christmas they supported the theme of “The New is Come” with a growing 
structure of lighted curly willow with baby's breath and displayed growing Amaryllis 
bulbs. The Flower Guild, led by Patti Vance, contributes flowers and plant life for the 
enrichment of the congregation each week. 
 
The Worship Committee plans special services for Christmas and Easter, as well as for 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday, “Fat Sunday,” World Communion Sunday, and 
Stewardship Sunday.  These were all well attended and now attendance has increased 
overall. Last year we had 175 for Easter and 150 for Christmas Eve. We even had 105 for 
Stewardship Sunday!  Over the last 16 services of 2014 we averaged 87 in attendance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jody Schmetz 
Worship Elder 
 
 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 
Outgoing Elder Liz McNamara  
Many thanks to Liz for her service to the church!  She was very active last summer in 
the Garden Team’s harvesting Fridays and the Farm Stand, and has served B and G 
through 3 years of much improvement in the church facilities. This year’s Cinco de 
Mayo Work Day was another great success with teams of people cleaning, digging, 
sweeping and generally improving the state of the building inside and out.  Our bike 
rack was added.  Again, thank you to Liz! 
 
 
MISSION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
 
Mission Committee – Matt Ehlen, Chair; Kit and Luke Argilla, Robin Holway, Chris 
Lopin , Millie Millar, Scott Hamilton, Shannon Mong, Mark Sarkisian, Wil and Betty 
Swalberg, Patti Vance 
 
The Green Team decides to build a vegetable garden. Patti Vance gets funding from a 
grant from the Interfaith Sustainable Food Collaborative. The Mexico Mission team 
builds it. This garden, the Justice Garden, is tended by College students who gain 
experience and knowledge in sustainability.  The first year’s yield is an astonishing 
1,065 lbs of fruit and vegetables. That bounty is sold at a stand over three weekends, 
raising over $750 – money that his returned to fund more gardening. We deliver 
produce to the Bennett House at Fairfax, and make connections with the elderly 



 

 

residents. Some goes to the Short School, an emerging school where 93% of the students 
live below the poverty line. SHPC helps fund the Short School’s own garden. 
 
My favorite part of being the Mission Elder has been to see how our connections to the 
community can grow with a few simple ideas and a lot of work. The Justice Garden was 
a shining example of creating those connections. We are reminded that community is 
not necessarily a bounded concept, and that it is good to make that sense of community 
as expansive as we are able. 
 
This is my last year as Mission Elder, and it has been a fantastic experience. I’m very 
pleased that Patti Vance will take on that leadership role. There’s no doubt we both 
share that idea of encouraging connectedness:  Patti was a principle driver of the Justice 

Garden project.  
 
The REST program continues to thrive. Shannon Mong together with Millie Millar and 
Scott Hamiton have successful transition over the leadership of the program, helmed for 
many years by Kit and Luke Argilla. I’m including Shannon’s own report: 
 
“The REST program feeds and shelters unhoused men and women during the cold Fall 
and Winter months.  Once a month volunteers set up cots & dining tables and then 
serve, share, and clean up a home-cooked dinner for about 20 unhoused men.  This 
evening is hosted at St. Rita's Church in Fairfax.  We also provide and share in a meal 
for about 15 women once a month, at the Health & Human Services Wellness Center in 
San Rafael.  This program provides an opportunity for both adults and youth in our 
church to learn first-hand about the challenges of the unhoused and let these neighbors 
know they are seen and cared about. 
 
“In addition to shifting the coordination responsibilities, this year we added: 

 Site coordinators.  Millie Millar assumed on-site operations for the Tuesday night 
dinner for women.  Shannon & Scott Hamilton provide site coordination for the 
men's program on the first Monday night of the month.  The addition of site 
coordinators spreads the work out among a larger team, which we expect to help 
with both growth and retention of leadership of this important program. 

 Online registration.  Volunteers now sign-up online, which makes it easy for 
people to do from home while they are looking at their calendars. 

 Outreach to public officials.  Pastor Bev and others have participated in town 
council meetings, encouraging public officials to fund a more permanent shelter 
for our unhoused neighbors.  The church coordinated a letter-writing campaign 
to town councils, encouraging this funding as well. 

 Engaged a school to include meal preparation into their middle school 
community service program.  Marin Primary & Middle School's sixth grade class 
prepares part of the meal for each of the men's shelter programs.  The 



 

 

children learn about the struggles of the unhoused from and hear about the 
program first-hand from a fellow student (Lucas Russell), who participates 
regularly in the men's REST program. 

 
The REST program is also a wonderful way to learn about our church.  This year about 
8 people who don't attend the church have volunteered in the program.”   
 
 
The Mexico Mission marked its 17th year (!) building homes for impoverished families 
in Mexican border towns, led by Chris Lopin and Mark Sarkisian. Approximately 40 
youth and 10 adults participated. The Mexico Mission unites key elements of Mission 
ideals: participation from our local community, team building, hands-on work, 
interacting with those we are helping, and informing our youth about the nature of 
poverty and inequity.   
 
Allie Duro has joined the team, helping with the administration of the program.  We 
added a credit card portal this year.  We are also building a cash reserve for the 
program, which will serve as an emergency and source of scholarship funding. 
Chis Lopin organized a work day using the team to help refurbish the playground a 
Memorial Park.  It’s been a longstanding idea that all the goodwill generated by the trip 
could be harnessed for local projects, and this was a great start. I see possibilities for the 
team to help directly with projects at the Short School – an idea that I’ll leave to the 
adult leaders and Patti to explore… 
 
Other Mission programs include the Crop Walk, ably and enthusiastically led by Robin 
Holway, and the Food Barrel, with our stalwarts Wil and Betty Swalberg managing. 
We continue to be able to donate some of our operating budget to charitable causes. 
These donations included $1,000 to That All May Freely Serve, which supports the 
ongoing progress of equality for the LGBT community, $500 to help seed the Short 

School garden. 
 
It’s been a fantastic experience to serve as Mission Elder for these past three-ish years. 
I’m excited by the directions that programs are growing and evolving.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Matt Ehlen 
Mission Elder  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE COMMITTEE 
 
Membership Nurture Committee:  Linda Peltzman, chair; Jeri Rayford, and Jan Ardell  
 
Our committee works with the pastor to provide spiritual support and outreach to 
members and to make visitors feel welcome.  We pay special attention each week to 
new folks during coffee hour and try to bring people of like interests together. Our 
birthday card ministry continues and also includes cards of condolence and 
congratulations, so that members feel their church community’s support during major 
life markers.  We work with the pastor to update our list of members/friends and work 
with the Deacon moderator to make sure all are assigned to a parish.  We are expanding 
our ministry to help with updating the Photo Board in the narthex, celebrating with 
New Members when they join the church, and outreach to members who we haven’t 
seen at church for a while.  
 
To further facilitate the feelings of a nurturing community, we host the church picnic 
each year.  The picnic at Samuel Taylor Park last summer was fun for all ages.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Linda Peltzman 
Membership Nurture Elder  
 
 
 
THE BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
This year our Deacons were Frankie Eakes, Laura Taylor, Nancy Elberg, Patti Eisinger 
and Cat Caldwell, as well as Deacon Moderator, Carolyn Goodman.  Throughout 2014, 
the Deacons reached out to their respective Parishes to organize and run Fellowship 
each Sunday after worship, which means, collectively, we supervised the preparation 
and serving of over 2,100 cups of coffee. 
 
In March we planned our Easter fellowship as well as the Cinco de Mayo luncheon 
following Sleepy Hollow work day. We fed over 40 people with traditional Mexican 
fare and enjoyed a day of hard work and fellowship. 
 
On Friday, September 26th, we hosted the Reverend Hannah Dreitcer’s Ordination. It 
was a special event as Hannah is the daughter of the late Reverend Wendy Dreitcer 
(pastor of SHPC for over 10 years). The Deacons lovingly prepared a celebratory 
“snack” to celebrate this auspicious occasion. 
 



 

 

In October, we planned the annual Harvest Feast — a pot luck that is hosted by the 
Deacons. We supplied the main course of turkey, mashed potatoes, rolls and gravy, 
while members of the congregation supplied a variety of fare from pumpkin soup to 
grilled veggies, stuffing and pumpkin and pecan pie. Every seat was taken and most of 
the food was consumed — it was truly a feast! 
 
In the late Fall, each Deacon planned a Parish dinner — either at their own home, or 
combined with another Parish at another Deacon’s home. They were extremely well 
attended with a variety of pot luck contributions, and these were wonderful 
opportunities for extending fellowship. 
 
During December, SHPC hosted their annual Christmas Melodies concert in the 
sanctuary, and the Deacons supplied cookies and cider for the crowd of over 50 
attendees. 
 
Throughout the year, new church members were added to the Parishes and welcomed 
through a variety of channels. Plus, we extended our gift of Wednesday dinners to our 
eldest members, Wil and Betty Swalberg. This meal outreach ensures that Wil & Betty 
are able to take at least one night off each week to rest and enjoy someone else’s home 
cooked meal. 
 
With today’s technological advances, communication among the Deacons was best 
served via email. While face-to-face meetings were minimal, all our events ran 
smoothly.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carolyn Goodman 
Moderator, Board of Deacons 
 
 


