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Inside this issue: 

Greetings from Ann Jansky, President! 
 

My term as LDCCW President is nearing mid-term, and what a busy but rewarding  

10 months it has been!  Tonight I attended Spirit Catholic Radio’s Annual Spirit 

Celebration Dinner in Lincoln, another one of my first time events, which was 

exceptional.  The featured speaker was Dave Vacheresse, General Manager of 

EWTN, who worked directly with Mother Angelica for a number of years, first 

running camera on the TV side, and then moved into the Radio division working 

with EWTN Radio affiliate stations and groups since 1993.  His talk was both 

inspiring and motivating. 

About 450 people are receiving The Effect via email on a monthly basis, and about 

200 copies of the NewsNotes are still being physically mailed.  The concept of the 

e-secretary is slowly evolving; the goal is to eventually have an e-secretary 

identified from each parish in the Lincoln Diocese who will electronically receive 

and distribute information from the diocesan level.  

Following the July NewsNotes, the LDCCW held a second Endow Facilitator 

Training workshop in Beatrice.  Plans are being finalized to hold a third Endow 

Facilitator Training workshop in the western part of the state during the weekend 

of July 18-19. Eileen Love of Endow will be the trainer.  Stay tuned!  The state of 

Nebraska currently has 68 trained Endow facilitators, and you may recall that the 

LDCCW goal is to have at least one trained Endow facilitator in each parish of the 

diocese.  We are well on our way to reaching that goal!  Congratulations to all of 

you who are Endow facilitators or participants in an Endow study!  May God 

reward you abundantly. 

The LDCCW Winter Symposium was held at Our Lady of Good Counsel on 

January 16-17.  Bishop Emeritus Bruskewitz accepted a check from the LDCCW 

for the seminary burse in the amount of $3,924.32, which represents money 

collected by LDCCW members from April 25, 2014 through December 31, 2014.  

The next Burse donation will be given at the Biennial Convention in April 2016. 

Catholics at the Capitol (formerly Legislative Day) will be held in Lincoln on 

March 24.  Please download the flyer here.  If you plan to attend the lunch at the 

Governor’s Mansion (including a tour), you must pre-register.  The registration 

form can be found on page 10 of the NewsNotes. 

If you have not yet seen the LDCCW web page, you may access it by going to 

www.lincolndiocese.org.  Click on the Diocese tab, click on Lay Organizations and 

then click on Lincoln Diocesan Council of Catholic Women.  Included among the 

information are the newsletters/NewsNotes and Full Board meeting minutes. 

May God bless you for your participation (whether big or small) in serving your 

local parishes, deaneries and the Lincoln Diocese.  Happy Easter!       ~Ann~ 

 

In order to reduce 

administrative costs 

(printing and postage), we 

are still trying to increase 

the number of emailed 

NewsNotes and decrease 

the number that are 

physically mailed.  If you 

have access to a computer 

and would be willing to 

receive the NewsNotes by 

email only, please contact 

me at 402-826-0219 or                            

arjansky@gmail.com. 

Thank you! 

NewsNotes 

http://necatholic.org/featured/news/catholics-at-the-capitol/


Fr. Thomas Lux—Spiritual Advisor 
Ph# 308.995.4590     Cell 308.991.4991 
Email Address: fr.thomas-lux@cdolinc.net 

Dear NewsNotes Readers, 

There seem to be a large number of themes for our 
faith life this year. Two major foci include Consecrated 
Life and Family.  

We are well into the Year of Consecrated Life called 
by Pope Francis. Pope Francis is a devoted son of St. 
Ignatius Loyola and thus a Consecrated person and 
teaches us from that life experience. He said that this 
year is for everyone and not only those who are 
consecrated. There are many opportunities for all 
members of the Church to grow in appreciation of 
Consecrated Life. Check out the links at our diocesan 
website and at the USCCB website. Those who are 
consecrated are called to be prophets and their radical 
following of the Gospel is a special witness. See the 
information below. 

 

The upcoming World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia and Pope Francis’ scheduled visit to the 
United States in September of 2015 to be followed 
by the Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of 

Bishops in Rome during October 2015 focuses us on 
topics related to the family and evangelization. 

These two themes are intertwined. Consecrated life needs 
families who love Jesus to prepare their children to follow 
His call. Families need those who are in consecrated life. 

The Winter Symposium gave the attendees food for 
thought and prayer. May our Lent be a time of prayer 
for families and for Consecrated Persons. 

May God bless all of us with the joy of the Gospel. 

Prayer for the Year of 

Consecrated Life 

O God, throughout the ages you have called women 

and men to pursue lives of perfect charity through 

the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity, and 

obedience. During this Year of Consecrated Life, 

we give you thanks for these courageous witnesses 

of Faith and models of inspiration. Their pursuit of 

holy lives teaches us to make a more perfect offer

ing of ourselves to you. Continue to enrich your 

Church by calling forth sons and daughters who, 

having found the pearl of great price, treasure the 

Kingdom of Heaven above all things. Through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
 

Secretariat of Clergy, Consecrated Life And Vocations 
www.usccb.org/cclv • www.usccb.org 

© 2014, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Prayer for the Synod of Bishops on the Family  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
in you we contemplate 
the splendor of true love, 
to you we turn with trust.  

Holy Family of Nazareth, 
grant that our families too 
may be places of communion and prayer, 
authentic schools of the Gospel and small domestic Churches. 
Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never again experience 
violence, rejection and division: 
may all who have been hurt or scandalized find ready comfort 
and healing.  Holy Family of Nazareth, 
may the approaching Synod of Bishops make us once more 
mindful of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its 
beauty in God's plan. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, graciously hear 
our prayer. 

Diocese of Lincoln Website World Meeting of Families 

Diocese of Lincoln Website  www.lincolndiocese.org/YCL 

The Year of Consecrated Life Nov. 30, 2014-Feb. 2, 2016 

The witness that can really attract is that associated with 
attitudes which are uncommon: generosity, detachment, 
sacrifice, self-forgetfulness in order to care for others. 
This is the witness, the 'martyrdom' of [consecrated] life. 
-Pope Francis 
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Father Thomas McGuire Assistant Spiritual Advisor 
Ph# 1.402.223.2923             frthomasmcguire@yahoo.com 
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A MEDITATION ON ONE’S CREATION BY GOD (based on St. Francis de Sales) 

Life. What a gift from God! Consider this: not so many years ago you did not exist – not your body, not your soul. 

“Where were we, O my soul at that time? The world had then lasted so long, yet we were not known.” You were here. 

You were nothing. Then, in time, God made from this nothingness, “you”, and you began. This person called “you” 

started to exist. You had nothing to do with it, no say in it, you did nothing to earn it, and you don’t even remember it. 

But, life was given to you – an absolute, total gift. Why? Simply this: out of his pure goodness, having no need of you 

whatever, God wanted you to live. And so it happened. 

You may look at it this way. God has given the world “you.” If you persevere, he will have given heaven “you.” He 

has given you “you.” You are a gift even to God Himself. What a wonderful thing life is! What a gift! Such wondrous 

generosity from God calls for profound, even lifelong, gratitude. 

O God, my fallen human nature does not lend itself to constant gratitude. I forget your gifts, or take them for granted, 

Lord. Yet even when I thank you, you continue to give me gifts: peace or joy or spiritual consolations. Perhaps that’s 

how you teach me that you are the One who fulfills my deepest desires, who leads me to true happiness; and teach 

me, thru Jesus, you are a merciful and gracious Father. Your Son, Jesus, held nothing back of gratitude. He gave 

everything you had given him; all was returned to you, completely. He gave his life, his entire created existence, in 

order to accomplish Your Plan for my eternal salvation. After being raised from the dead and before he left this earth 

to return to you, His Father, he said, “Go, teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Thank you, O Lord, for the gift of life. Thank you, also, for planting in me, like a seed, the gift of eternal life. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Crete Deanery Leadership Chairman—Melody Jurgens’ Spiritual Journey          

    When Ann asked me to write something about my journey, I thought this could be a major book. It's a day by day, hour 

by hour, minute by minute journey at times. There is no magic formula in finding the Lord. The only word that I can 

think of is surrender -- surrender to him and He shall lead the way for us.  I guess it all goes back to when my 

grandparents would tell me that in everything there is a blessing, and you have to look for the blessing and then go from 

there. 

    There have been so many times in my life where I wondered just how much God has equipped me for because I think 

if my shoulders get any broader, I'm going to be going through a door sideways. Yes, I do joke about it! It's much better 

than being in a corner and being a blithering idiot. 

    It was quite a surprise in December 2013 when I sneezed and my chest hurt, and I ended up at the hospital.  The x-rays 

the next morning revealed that I had a Stage 4 lung cancer.  I never had any of the symptoms.  HIS WILL SHALL BE 

DONE!!  I don't hurt-just tired-but yet when I think of what our Lord suffered for us, it's nothing to compare!! 

    Being told to get your affairs in order is difficult to say the least.  I know I am here today because of all of the prayers 

that have been sent on my behalf.  There are times that I wonder if I'm taking the prayers away from people that need 

them more, but I guess God wouldn't do that either. 

    I had a friend tell me she didn't know how to console me, but then she turned around and said I shouldn't be consoling 

her.  After we talked a little bit longer, I said “maybe that's why God's going to keep me for a little bit longer, to help me 

show that his path is there - he truly does carry us as it says in Footprints!” 

    I had a friend in the Animal Health Industry ask if it was ok to put my name on the prayer list at his Church.  Told him 

YES!  Maybe if we would all start praying for each other, the world would be better.  There are so many people praying 

for me from so many religions. 

    I have a large green prayer binder with names of people that I pray for. I keep it by my chair; then hold it while saying a 

rosary.  The Attitude of Gratitude makes a major difference.   Continued Blessings, Thoughts and Prayers for you all!!! 

 

 



Leadership Chairman-Judy Weston    ldccwleadership@gmail.com   402-984-5856 

Legislative Chair-Elaine Swanson         wswanson@atcjet.net            308-962-7247 

Not me, I’m not a leader! Pick someone else! 

There is no doubt it is tough to be a leader.  In fact it is downright uncomfortable! We are hit from all sides with 

immorality that is violent, movie or images viewed as art or lackadaisical behavior that assumes someone will 

complete the job.  

Here are my top 10 project ideas on how to be an Amazing Catholic 

Leader: 

1. Make this the best Lent ever!  Don’t be afraid to mention Lent by 

stating what you are giving up. Join a bible study or better yet find an 

Endow study near you!   

2. If you are on social media, check out several good Catholic media sites 

and don’t be afraid to share. Let people know you are Catholic.  

3. Plan to attend Catholics at the Capitol on March  24th. Please go to 

http://necatholic.org/ for information. Be prepared to answer the difficult questions you face regarding hot topics 

and your Catholic faith.   

4. Join the Catholic Advocacy Network of Nebraska. Follow the tabs on the website for sign up instructions. 

5. A long time tradition in my home town of Howells, NE was to celebrate St. Joseph’s Day by wishing everyone 

named Joseph, Joe, Jose, Josephine a “Happy St. Joseph’s Day”! 

6. Bring a friend to the LDCCW meeting in Nebraska City on April 18th to learn more about this great 

organization. 

7. Embrace Earth Day! Remember the NCCW project Caps of Love on Earth day. Please read about information 

from Barb Vaughn on page 7. 

 Administrative Professionals Day is the same day as Earth Day. Please purchase local or free trade items on 

this day and share the reasons why you did this. 

8. Join or encourage your council to purchase memberships to the National Council of Catholic Women. The 

resources they provide are invaluable to you and your council. 

9. Thank all mothers and fathers for their gifts of sacrifice of raising you! Don’t forget to shop Fair Trade 

products. 

10. Encourage your council to set up a scholarship fund for young people to attend SKY Camp. By doing this you 

are not only using your church funds to help a wonderful camp that also supports the 2014-16 Bishop’s Project. 

 

 

I want to update everyone on the progress of the LDCCW data base. You can now go online and type in your 

parish and deanery council’s officer information. This is a live/online spreadsheet. If you are a president, secretary 

or e-secretary please use this link to update or input your council’s information. If you are  the Leadership Chair 

please make sure this information is completed. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1d8jd3M03xT5OVuusLskgwVujx6JAr2AdAuZ2VmX_1-I/edit?

usp=sharing 

Strength and dignity are her clothing, And she smiles at the future. Proverbs 31:25  
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National Council of  Catholic Women 
Province Director—Barb Vaughn 

I recently attended the NCCW Board meeting held at the Washington Retreat House in Washington DC. 

Our days began at 7:30 AM with Mass or the rosary, and ended with prayer at 9 PM.  A terrific amount of 

information was shared in those few days.  The executive board is doing an outstanding job of leadership, and shared 

a four page list of accomplishments in 2014, as well as a treasurer’s report that is stable and has a target date of June, 

2015, to be out of debt.  

 

While in DC, we visited the “Meet Mary” exhibit featuring very old, and rare, art from the Vatican and the Louvre; 

held a kickoff celebration of NCCWs 95th birthday (March 4); and attended Holy Mass at the St. John Paul II Shrine 

and revere his first-class relic. 

 

New programs that have been introduced are “We are Called to Witness” (Evangelization) and “Women Healing the 

Wounds” (Domestic Violence).  Both programs are excellent and can be found on our website, www.nccw.org   The 

(Caps of Love) charity information can also be found on the website (go to the homepage, locate boxes on the right-

hand side, scroll down to commission resources, and click on Caps of Love . 

 

Be sure to continue to record your “Safe Miles” where you keep track of safe miles driven until Easter, then send a 

penny for each mile to your treasurer or to me.  Money will be forwarded to NCCW to fulfill our annual fundraiser 

pledge.    ~Barb~ 
 
Please contact me at BobBarbVaughn@aol.com or 402-215-1309 with any questions. 

 

Why I Rejoined the NCCW     By Kris Sarver – LDCCW Past President 

 

As many members of the LDCCW know, I quit the National Council of Catholic Women as an individual member 

during my 2010-2012 term as LDCCW President.  There were a number of things that concerned me about the 

NCCW at the time. 

 

Recently, I put a check in the mail to rejoin the NCCW.  One might wonder why.  The answer is personal and done 

after much soul searching. 

 

During Janice Goracke’s term as LDCCW president from 2012-2014, the NCCW leadership went through some ma-

jor but positive changes.  Our own Omaha Province Director at the time, Darleen Schulte, described the incoming 

NCCW President, Rebecca Woodhull, as a breath of fresh air.  Under her leadership, the NCCW appears to have 

regained its spiritual equilibrium and has made monumental strides in eliminating the substantial debt they accumu-

lated over the years, helped in part by the great fundraising ideas of Omaha Archdiocesan Spiritual Advisor, Fr. 

James Kramper, for whom I have immense respect.  Our current LDCCW President, Ann Jansky, has assured me the 

NCCW of today is one of great beauty and promise. 

 

I once wrote in one of my own NewsNotes, “May God give us all the courage to keep fighting for Truth, the wisdom 

to choose His battles and not our own, and to seek Peace and Unity as our ultimate goal.” After all the blunders I 

have made in my own life, how hopeless it would be if God did not give me the opportunity to reconcile myself to 

Him and lead a life of conversion.  In the Our Father we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.”  The reasons for my quitting the NCCW appear to have been addressed, and if they arise again, 

I will try to find a more constructive way of addressing them.  If the organization is to bear the good fruit God wants 

it to bear, they will need membership support.  I am willing to give it to them and I encourage you to do the same!  

You can find individual membership information at http://nccw.org or call 800-506-9407.  
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Spirituality Commission – Ellen Jirovsky   402-643-4802, cell 402-705-2612  
     ej53546@windstream.net 
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Ash Wednesday was Feb. 18th, with Days of Recollection at Waverly Retreat Center and at Hastings St. Michael Parish.  

Many parishes held their own Ash Wednesday activities, along with regular services and distribution of ashes.  

“Remember that thou are dust, and to dust thou shall return.”  Deep thought. Please check out page nine  on the report of 

these days. 

Lenten resolutions can be giving up things one likes very much.  But our Holy Father is asking us to NOT give up—

making friends, sharing love, having courage, speaking of God, showing faith, giving to charity, and always hoping in 

the future.  We will answer someday for every day we are in sin, or “lukewarm.” 

Easter will HAPPEN again, this year, as it has for over 2,000 years.  Christ rises bodily 

from his death.  I am reminded in my own life of the year 2006, as our son was ordained 

to the Priesthood of God, for the Diocese of Lincoln.  As the new priest’s hands are 

blessed by the Bishop with holy oil, the new priest goes to the sacristy and wipes his 

hands on a cloth called a maniturgium.  This he presents to his mother as part of the 

ceremony.  It will be placed in my coffin when I die, and God will ask me, “And what did 

you do for Me?...I will present to Him the cloth, and reply, “I gave You my son.”  THIS 

is proof that we will be in heaven BODILY.  Mothers of Priests will physically hand over 

the maniturgia to Our Lord, as we are judged on our lives.  Whatever Easter means to 

you, believe in the many mansions God has prepared for us in heaven.  “No eye has seen, 

nor ear heard, what God has in store for those who love Him.”  Rejoice!!  Your life is not 

perfect, but it will be one day.  What you have suffered will all go away! 

Have you checked out all the retreats you can make at Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House? Please go to 

www.goodcounselretreat.com or call Fr. Coulter at 402-786-2705 and check out the dates for the upcoming retreats. 

Retreat schedule is also available on the LDCCW Calendar. 

BAPTISMAL PACKETS:  The Baptismal Packet is an envelope with a CD (or Spanish booklet), a medal, and a holy 

card signed by the Bishop for each FIRST child in the family; the second, third, etc., receive only the medal and the holy 

card.   There is some discussion on going back to the books as guides for the child’s first catechism, ages 1-6.  However, 

it needs to be updated.   

There seems to be confusion on the packets, we are still in the discussion phase of what is the best direction is for the 

packets. Please stay tuned or provide us with input as to what works in your parish.  We will continue to increase our 

efforts to make sure the children in the home are catechized.  
 

Please pray the St. Monica Prayer, always! We can ask St. Monica to intercede for our fallen away 

relatives and friends. After an entire lifetime of agonizing prayer, she succeeded. Her son, Augustine, 

became a Bishop and a great Saint. She became a Saint just by praying with all her heart.   

Her prayer is short:   

“Oh, God, You are the comfort of those who mourn, and the Savior of all who trust in You. Blessed 

Monica’s loving tears moved you to convert her son, Augustine. Help us, who pray to You for the 

salvation of our sons and daughters, too. May we also grieve for our sins, and win the grace of Your 

pardon, through Christ Our Lord. Amen.”                      

http://www.goodcounselretreat.com
http://www.lincolndiocese.org/all-documents/lay-organizations/ldccw/275-ldccw2014-2015calendar/file
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Divine Mercy—Jeanette Stengel, Spirituality Area Chairman  

   jstengel5@gmail.com     402-759-5811 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday  -  April 12, 2015 

 

       One day a friend of mine mentioned the Divine Mercy billboard east of our town.  She liked the simple message 

of  'Jesus, I trust in You!'  At that moment, I was given the opportunity to share His message to St. Faustina. 

       As we travel the country-side, there are numerous Divine Mercy billboards.   Each of us could share the vision 

of Jesus to St. Faustina with those who are unfamiliar.   The Church calls us to evangelize and this is another way to 

share our Catholic faith. 

        Divine Mercy is the heart of the gospel.  Jesus said, "My Heart overflows with great mercy for souls, and 

especially for poor sinners…It is for them that the Blood and Water flowed from My Heart as from a fount 

overflowing with mercy.  For them I dwell in the tabernacle as King of Mercy (Diary, 367). 

        THE IMAGE OF DIVINE MERCY - Jesus told St. Faustina to have an image painted according to the 

pattern you see with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You.  I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not 

perish.  The two rays denote Blood and Water.   The pale ray stands for the Water and the red ray stands for the 

Blood.   

        THE FEAST OF MERCY  -  It is My desire that the Feast be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after 

Easter.  Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My mercy.  The soul that will go to Confession 

and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment (Diary, 699).  Let no soul 

fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. 

         VENERATION OF THE IMAGE  -  I want the Image to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after 

Easter, and I want it to be venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it (Diary, 341). 

          There must be acts of mercy…..I demand from you deeds of mercy which are to arise out of love for Me.  1. 

Celebrate the Feast;  2. Sincerely repent of all our sins;  3.  Completely trust in Jesus; 4. Go to Confession;  5. 

Receive Holy Communion on the day of the Feast:  6. Venerate the Image of Divine Mercy;  7.  Be merciful to 

others.  

         PROCLAIMING MERCY  -  Tell My priests that hardened sinners will repent on hearing their words when 

they speak about My unfathomable mercy, about the compassion I have for them in My Heart.  I will anoint their 

words and touch the hearts of those to whom they will speak (Diary 1521).   

A - Ask for His Mercy.  B - Be Merciful to Others.  C - Completely Trust in Jesus.   

         THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY  -  It's good to pray the Chaplet during the "Hour of Great Mercy" --

---3 o'clock each afternoon recalling the time of Christ's death on the cross. Whoever will recite it will receive great 

mercy at the hour of death (687).  Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of 

salvation. 

         THE NOVENA  -  On Good Friday, 1937, Jesus requested that St. Faustina make a 

special novena before the Feast of Mercy, from Good Friday through the following 

Saturday.  I will grant every possible grace to souls (796).   

            This is only a summary from the Divine Mercy Diary of St. Faustina and the Divine 

Mercy Message and Devotion (M17 booklet).   Purchase at any Catholic bookstore,  

call 1-800-462-7426 or visit website www.marian.org. 

                                                               JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU!  

http://thedivinemercy.org/


Service Commission – Diane Wehrman  
 Email Address d.wehrman@hotmail.com      Cell - 402.225.3187 

 

 

Please say the following prayer for continued service to the church.  Thank you for your time you dedicate 

to God, your church and to others, your reward will be immense: 
O Dearly beloved Word of God, teach me to be generous, to serve Thee as Thou dost deserve, to give without counting the 
cost, to fight without fretting at my wounds, to labor without seeking rest, to spend myself without looking for any reward 
other than that of knowing that I do Thy holy will.  Amen 

International News 

What exactly is Missionary Childhood Association and how can YOU help? Prayer is the most important part of 

being a missionary.   The goal of MCA is to gather prayers and financial support for children in mission countries, 

while at the same time animating a missionary spirit and inviting all children to help spread the Good News of Jesus 

to other children around the world. MCA's motto of "Children Helping Children" continues to guide the program 

today. What can you do to help:  Organize a childhood project in your parish.  Projects include MCA Prayer Card, 

Holy Buckets, Advent Catechetical and Sacrificial Giving Program,  World Mission Rosary DVD & discussion.  

World Mission Month is celebrated on the next-to-last Sunday of the Month in October. You may find additional 

resources and ideas on their website:  http://www.hcakids.org  Please continue to collect eyeglasses and rosaries for 

the missions.  Bonita English encourages the value of completing a Missionary Childhood project in each 

parish during this year.  It is not just about raising funds but it is evangelizing, faith-building for both the 

young and adults, and parish strengthening.  In the month of March, please consider donating $25 to Catholic 

Relief Services.  Donations may be mailed to:  Catholic Relief Services, 228 W Lexington Street, Baltimore, MD  

21201-3413. For more information on CRS, please go to the website:   www.crs.org  

As you all know, Bonita’s passion is the Missionary Childhood Association.  She has spent endless hours working 

for the missionary and also for our commission.  Bonita would like to step down as chairman.  She asks if anyone 

would like to take over her duties.  Please let the Holy Spirit reach out to one of you reading this and volunteer 

for this worthy project.  Please contact me at (402) 460-7541 if you are interested.   

Barb Sullivan reports she received 75 eyeglasses from the Winter Symposium.  In her last shipment, she sent 250 

pairs of eyeglasses to the missions.  Thank you Barb for your dedication and also a special thank you to Mary Colter 

for delivering the glasses to Barb.    

Earth Day 

Earth Day and the legacy of St Francis of Assisi share the goal of protecting the environment and all of God’s 

creations.  This year marks the 45th Anniversary of Earth Day which will be held on April 22nd.  Catholics are 

examining their faith-related responsibility to protect the environment and the connection between ecology and other 

issues, including food security, climate change, peace and justice, and consumption and production. 

 Happy 80th Birthday to Marilyn Maney!!!  Marilyn will celebrate her birthday March 1st.  Marilyn has been a 

member of the Executive Board for several years.  Marilyn was involved with the Catholic Nurses which later 

became Catholic Women.  She was also parliamentarian for Lincoln and also co-chairman's Parliamentarian for 

LDCCW.   She then took on the sole responsibility of Parliamentarian until recently.  In 1964, Marilyn was chairman 

for the First Aid Dedication of the Marian Center.   Marilyn recalls over 10,000 people attended the open house and 

it rained very heavy the night before the dedication.  Marilyn also organized one of the first retreats held at the Our 

Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House which was entitled, “Professional Women”  Thank you, Marilyn for time you 

have given the Lord . You are truly a very special person and we all wish you a blessed birthday.  You may send 

Marilyn a card at:  P O Box 132, Bennet, NE  68317 

  As for me and my house,    we will serve the Lord. 
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Surveys 

 

 

Winter Symposium Survey 

The 5th annual LDCCW Winter Symposium was held at Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House on January 16 & 17, 

2015.  Registration records indicate that there were a total of 88 women who attended the Symposium, with 7 in 

attendance on Friday night only.  Fr. Steve Thomlison, Fr. Christopher Kubat, Fr. Thomas Lux (LDCCW Spiritual 

Advisor), Fr. Thomas McGuire (LDCCW Asst. Spiritual Advisor) and Master of Ceremonies Fr. Daniel Rayer 

were also present to accompany Bishop Emeritus Bruskewitz in celebrating Mass.  Following the Symposium, a 

survey was sent to all attendees with email addresses regarding questions about the registration process, Retreat 

House accommodations, speaker topics, wine & cheese social and length of symposium.  Of the 75 surveys that 

were emailed, 42 people responded favorably in all areas and 26 people stated that they will definitely attend next 

year. 

 

AshWednesday Day of Recollection Survey 

St. Michael's, Hastings---70 women and 10 men registered.  15 parishes were represented (including 4 people 

from the Grand Island Diocese).  Father Holoubek was our very inspiring speaker.  His theme was "The Five 

Keys," which referred to the book Unbound.  Thank you to the fuur priests who helped with confessions- Fr. 

Holoubek, Fr. Houlihan, Fr. Benton, and Fr. Tvrdy.  Several commented it was a good way to start lent and they 

felt renewed.  A survey was handed out to determine whether to keep the event on Ash Wednesday or move it to a 

different date since it is hard to fmd a priest available to speak on Ash Wednesday.  Of the 51 ballots that were 

returned, there were 16 votes to keep it on Ash Wednesday, 9 votes for Thursday, 9 votes for Friday and 11 votes 

for Saturday.  No one voted to hold the event on Sunday and some did not mark a preference.  So in 2016 at least, 

the event in Hastings will continue to be held on Ash Wednesday.  ~Charleen Gleason, Area Chairman~ 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House, Waverly---Father Thomas McGuire presented the Ash 

Wednesday Day of Recollection with 42 women in attendance The topic was "Does God Notice Me?"  Father 

McGuire provided inspiration to began Lent on a positive note. Thank you to Fr. McGuire, Fr. Coulter and Msgr. 

Perkinton for helping with confessions.  In the future, Ash Wednesday Day of Recollection will continue to be 

held on Ash Wednesday as in the past  ~Caroline Helget, Area Chairman~ 

Charitable Works Survey 

Thank you to the 36 women who completed and returned the year-end survey disclosing the ''works of mercy" 

performed in their parishes.  There is no doubt that the women in our diocese are making a big difference in their 

parishes, and I want to personally thank you for the wonderful work that you do.  The plan for year end 2015 is 

to revise the existing Charitable Works Survey form to make it easier to complete and to make the results easier to 

compile.  The 2015 survey wil1 also be available online to complete and email. 

The surveys that were returned reveal that $107,357 was donated for various projects along with 27,054 diapers, 

64 boxes of wipes, truckloads of food and personal items, hygiene kits, blankets/quilts, lap robes and volunteer 

hours.  Some of the more frequent recipients were Pregnancy Centers (Diaper Drive), Catholic Social Services/St. 

Gianna's Spirit Catholic Radio, men & women religious, Post Prom, Care Centers, local families in need and 

community projects.  It is also apparent that many parishes are in the middle of building projects, of which the 

Altar Society/PCCW is financia11y involved. 

THANK YOU for upholding the new LDCCW tag line of  

“LDCCW-Seeking God through works of mercy.” 
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Lincoln Diocesan Council of 
Catholic Women 

 Mark Your Calendar! 

 Feb. 18-March 29: 40 Days for Life, sign up at 40daysforlife.com  

 March 4: National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW)’s 95th 

birthday! 

 March 24: Catholics at the Capitol (formerly known as Legislative Day).  

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 

 April 12: Divine Mercy Sunday 

 April 18: LDCCW Spring Full Board Meeting @ Nebraska City 

 July 18-19: Just released—Endow Facilitator Trainer, Eileen Love, will 

be coming to Nebraska for another facilitator training session plus a 

possible Endow information night and “facilitators’ forum.  More details 

to come. 

 July 20: Omaha Province meeting @ Blessed Sacrament, Grand Island.  

Looking ahead to some March highlights. The month of March is dedicated to St. Joseph. 

March 3: Katharine Drexel (USA), Opt. Mem. - only canonized Saint to have visited Nebraska! 

March 7: Saints Perpetua and Felicity, martyrs - Memorial 

March 19: Solemnity of Saint Joseph Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

March  25: Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord  

March 29: Palm Sunday 

 

The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of March 2015: 

 

GENERAL: That those involved in scientific research may serve the well-being of the whole human person. 

MISSIONARY: That the unique contribution of women to the life of the Church may be recognized always. (See 

also www.apostleshipofprayer.net) 

Registration Form for Lunch at the Governor’s Mansion—March 24, 2015 

Name _____________________________ Address _____________________________________ 

Phone _________________________ No. of Reservations ________________ @ $20 per lunch 

 

Lunch will be Roasted Chicken Salad on a flaky croissant served with a cup of soup de jour and garnishes. 

Vegetarian and Gluten Free lunches available upon request with this form. 

A tour of the Governor’s Mansion is included. 

Return registration form by March 15, 2015, to Helen Kunz, 87888 470 Ave., Stuart, NE 68780 

https://40daysforlife.com/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalcouncilofcatholicwomen?fref=nf
http://www.lincolndiocese.org/lincoln-diocesan-council-of-catholic-women/upcoming-events
http://thedivinemercy.org/
http://www.apostleshipofprayer.net/

