
Action and Faith 

 

This past week I had the great honor of being with our senior class at the AIPAC Policy 

Conference in Washington, DC.  During that conference we had opportunities to learn about 

Israel and its place in world affairs, aspects of its domestic policy, its cultural life, and so much 

more.  Our students took advantage of the opportunity to learn about anti-Israel attitudes on 

college campuses and what student leaders are doing about it.  And, from the sublime to the silly, 

they also had a chance to go to a concert that featured Matisyahu.  It was an amazing and 

exhausting time for all. Certainly, a highlight of the conference was the opportunity to hear from 

Prime Minister Netanyahu the day before his address to Congress.   

 

On the afternoon of the Prime Minister's address to Congress, we had a chance to go with the 

Massachusetts delegation to lobby on behalf of Israel.  We all met with Congressman Kennedy, 

Senator Markey, and Senator Warren.   It was impossible in those moments not to think about 

the role that Esther played as she went before the king to plead her case for her people. 

 

In the climax of the Megillah, Mordechai presents Esther with a choice: either she can go to 

Achashverosh on behalf of her people, or else she herself would suffer.  Mordechai expressed his 

implicit faith that the people would, in the end, somehow be saved.  Esther was given the 

opportunity to play her role.  Mordechai's insight here is one of the most profound.  It's 

something we know but sometimes need to express more clearly.  Our role is one of both faith 

and action.  It is, of course, not sufficient to simply have faith.  Mordechai never suggested that 

we simply pray.  The Prime Minister needs to use diplomacy to work for a nuclear-free Iran; he 

can't just rely on faith.  But we should never assume that our actions alone are the cause of our 

success.  Mordechai didn't simply send Esther to Achashverosh without engaging the spiritual 

world; prayer was at the core of their strategy. 

 

While we pray for our students and their success each day, bringing them to the policy 

conference felt like we were taking action in this world, to help build them into young adults 

who will succeed on campus and beyond.  It was a real "Purim moment" where faith and action 

linked together. 

 

Shabbat Shalom! 
 


