
POAH launches kids book program to honor George Latimer
 

by Trevor Samios
Director of Resident Services, POAH Communities

Later this month, children in POAH’s multifamily developments 
will begin receiving gift books  thanks to a partnership between POAH 
Communities and Scholastic, the world’s largest publisher and distributor 
of children’s books. Scholastic is launching its first ever housing-based 
literacy program. The program was founded in honor of George Latimer, a 
founding member of the POAH Board of Directors from 2001 to 2013.  

In celebration of Mr. Latimer’s commitment to housing as a 
platform for opportunity and sustainable outcomes for children and 
families, POAH has entered into partnership with Scholastic and their 
F.A.C.E. (Family and Community Engagement) program to launch its first 
ever housing-based literacy program.

Today nearly 79% of students entering Kindergarten from low-
income families in the United States do not recognize the letters of the 
alphabet.  Low income children have fewer books in their homes and live 
farther from public libraries than their peers in middle and upper-income families.  33% of children 
aged 5-13 return to an empty home after school on any given day and nearly 73.3% of students 
will not receive their college diploma.  POAH Communities are home to almost 4,500 youth, nearly 
half of which are under the age of 6. 

In an effort to help create environments in our communities that support children’s 
journey to success inside the classroom and at home, POAH will work with Scholastic to purchase 
curriculum-matched literacy resources and books each year for every child and young adult 
in our communities (aged 18 and under).   Partnering with Scholastic’s most important family 
and community-based campaign in its 93-year history will help to define a commitment on our 
part to unite educators, parents and our communities in a shared promise to improve academic 
achievement while keeping children on track for college and career success- all from the platform 
of housing.  This program provides books and resources matched with local public school 
curriculum utilizing Scholastic’s long shared partnership with the U.S. Department of Education.  
In this way, language, ethnic, and IEP-appropriate books will find their way into the homes of all 
children in POAH’s communities.  

Book orders will be placed quarterly at each POAH property in alignment with individual 
lease renewals, allowing for a reasonable and achievable roll-out of the program by Resident 
Services and property management staff.  Parents will have an opportunity to select books with 
their children at their annual recertification, further deepening our commitment to engaging our 
residents and families as much as possible through this process.  POAH will ultimately be able to 
purchase multiple books for each youth each year across our portfolio as we align with Scholastic’s 
commitment and enthusiasm towards piloting this housing-based program.
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