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In Memoriam 
 
Robert “Bob” Gurrola 
M&AMI, CBI, CM&AA, BCA, CMC, CSBA, CMEA 
M&A Source Chairman (6/2000 – 12/2001) 
IBBA President (1997) 
 
Bob Gurrola was a long-time member and active contributor to the M&A Source and the IBBA 
(International Business Brokers Association), as well as a tireless proponent of the profession he 
represented so well. 
 
As President and CEO, Bob established SUMMA Financial Group, Inc. in 1985 to provide an 
M&A program to middle market companies seeking quality services and the highest degree of 
confidentiality.  He earned nearly every major professional M&A designation because of his 
belief that it was important to his clients that designations and continuing education kept him 
abreast of the latest development and changes in M&A; thereby allowing him to give his clients 
the highest degree of skills and services. 
 
As one of the Nation’s premier intermediaries, Bob preferred working on the merger & 
acquisition of business to business services, manufacturing companies and major distributors. 
He also enjoyed doing business appraisals, legal support work, consulting and negotiations of 
M&A transactions and consulting to management.  
 
In giving back to the profession he loved, Bob was the 1997 President of IBBA and the Chairman 
of the M&A Source (June 2000 – December 2001).  In recognition of his many contributions, he 
received the prestigious awards of Fellow of the IBBA and Fellow of The M&A Source. 
 
During Bob’s tenure as M&A Source chairman, he created the Darrell Fouts Award in honor of 
the contributions made by Darrell Fouts, Founder of The M&A Source.  The Darrell Fouts Award 
is presented to a person or entity that has made a significant contribution to The M&A Source 
or to the mergers & acquisitions profession.  Bob was the 2004 recipient of the Darrell Fouts 
Award. 
 
Bob was also instrumental in the creation of the M&A Source’s Mergers & Acquisitions Master 
Intermediary (M&AMI) certification, the only designation to require both educational credits 
and the successful completion of multiple middle-market transactions. 
 



Bob was a member of the IBBA’s Strategic Issues Task Force, and a guiding influence of the 
multi-organizational “Campaign for Clarity.” 
 
Bob was one of the creators of the non-profit Business Intermediary Education Foundation 
(BIEF).  Under Bob’s leadership, BIEF was formed to elevate the Business Brokerage, 
Intermediary, and Merger & Acquisition Professions, its peers and the community they serve.  
The vision was, and remains, a commitment to create awareness and knowledge about the 
profession among sellers, buyers and others engaged in the process of change in ownership of 
privately held businesses. 
 
 A native of California (third generation), Bob was actively involved in the local community and 
commerce and was a member of several community organizations, including the Santa Clara 
County Bar Association and the California State Bar, acting as a lay arbitrator for fee disputes.  
  
A multi-degree Black Belt in Taekwondo, Bob trained and taught at Stanford University and was 
the President of the Stanford University TKD Foundation. 
 
Beyond this, Bob was a loving husband, and father, and a great man to have as a friend.  Bob’s 
passing is a loss for all of us who had the opportunity to know him and to benefit from his 
enthusiasm and insights.  He will be missed. 
  
In respect of his wishes, there will not be a funeral or memorial service. 

http://www.biefoundation.org/

