
Proposed Animal Welfare Principle 
 

Principle: Fair Trade ensures every animal raised for or used in production of meat, dairy, egg, honey, and other 
products has access to clean water, fresh air, appropriate feed, an appropriate physical environment, and adequate 
health care. Animals on Fair Trade farms are provided with the environment, housing, and diet they need to engage 
in natural behaviors, ensuring that animals are able to behave naturally and in a state that promotes their 
physiological and psychological health and well-being. 
 

The DFTA favors programs which are distinguished by a comprehensive approach that recognizes adherence to 
such Principles as small-scale farming, an abiding concern for the environment - the air, land, and water - and the 
health of the worker, the adjacent rural community, and the consumer, and, where applicable, animals; in this 
regard, the prohibition of the use for any purpose or in any form of GMOs is essential. While profit and efficiency 
are crucial to the economic viability of any operation, the emphasis of these factors above all else is antithetical to 
the DFTA’s basic tenets.  Ethical and sustainable farming is promoted, with a focus on the long-term health and 
productivity of animals. These are maintained through keen understanding of and willingness to address and 
support the animals’ well being throughout their entire life, from birth through end of life, covering such practices 
as social environment, the design and choice of housing facilities, handling techniques, transport, and 
grazing/range management. Health management focuses on prevention by means such as nutrition, sanitation, 
appropriate physical and social environment, vaccination, and the early detection and treatment of disorders. 

Short Form 
 
Criteria Relevant 

Principle 
Further Explanation/ 
Guidance Language 

The physical, social 
and emotional comfort 
of animals is 
maintained. Animals 
have adequate safe 
nutritious feed and 
adequate safe water. 
Prompt relief of 
discomfort and 
prompt humane 
euthanasia are 
provided when 
indicated. 
 

Animal 
Welfare 

A comprehensive 
approach addresses the 
long-term health and 
productivity of animals 
throughout their entire 
life, covering such 
practices as the social 
environment, housing 
facilities, handling 
techniques, 
grazing/range 
management, slaughter, 
transport, health, 
nutrition, and the 
prohibition of the use for 
any purpose and in any 
form of GMOs.  

 
 
Long Form 
 
Essential 
The program must ensure the following standards or other comparable 
procedures and practices that achieve these results. 
1. Animals have adequate safe nutritious feed and adequate safe water. The diet 
avoids animal by-products and GMOs. The use of antibiotics, hormones, or beta 
agonists for growth promotion is prohibited.  
 



2. Animals receive prompt relief of discomfort, prompt medical treatment of illness 
and injury, and prompt humane euthanasia when indicated. Elective medical 
procedures are performed only at appropriate ages, using appropriate methods and 
pain management, by someone competent in species-appropriate techniques.  
 
3. A comfortable indoor environment is designed and maintained to support safety 
and positive social interactions, providing adequate space, shelter, ventilation and 
protection.  Transport is minimized and if used, regardless of duration, these 
environmental criteria as well as such factors as feed, water, rest, and medical 
attention, are also addressed. 
 
4. Outdoor space is designed and maintained to support safety and positive social 
interactions, with year-round access that is appropriate to the species, its stage of life 
and region of habitation, with attention to such concerns as space allocation and 
grouping, ensuring and providing shade, shelter, exercise areas, and fresh air.   
 
5. Handlers avoid creating fear and discomfort, demonstrating a familiarity with 
animals’ social behavior needs, with a commitment to employing low-stress 
handling techniques.  
 
6. Animals are chosen with regard to suitability for site-specific conditions with 
selection favoring heritable traits maximizing well-being. Cloned animals and 
laparoscopic artificial insemination are not used. 
 
7. Slaughter practices ensure that the intensity and duration of fear and discomfort 
are minimized and that death is confirmed promptly and prior to any subsequent 
activity such as movement or processing. 
 
8. Adequate written documentation of plans and records exists and is available to 
verify adherence to the criteria described in this section, including an operations plan 
which demonstrates that sustainable management strategies and practices called for 
here, including a slaughtering plan, are addressed. 
 
 
 
Ideal  
The program must ensure at least 5 of the following standards or other 
comparable procedures and practices that achieve these results. 
1. Use of restraint and handling instruments such as cages, headgates, tethers, 

stanchions and nose leads is not routine; such devices are used only when 
necessary for the safety of animals and handlers. The use of electric shock prods 
is prohibited. 

 
2. Medical treatment via non-pharmaceutical means is prioritized, when this has 

been shown to be effective, and the use of antibiotics is avoided except in case 
of therapeutic need. Appropriate veterinary advice is sought and implemented to 
avoid and remediate health problems. 

 
3. Social health of animals is achieved via behavioral knowledge and proper 

management; non-therapeutic surgical procedures such as amputation of horns, 
beaks, or tails, are not performed. 

 
4. An animal’s welfare throughout its entire life is consistently addressed, 



including birth, raising of young animals, growing, finishing, breeding, and 
other production; on the farm, in transit, at show, market, and place of slaughter.  

 
5. Isolation of animals is discouraged. Animals separated from their group due to 

illness or injury, or to prevent uncontrolled breeding, are kept with compatible 
animals and/or kept within sight and sound of their group. 

 
6. Slaughter that is performed on-site at the farm on which the animal has spent 

most or all of its life and where no transport is necessary for this purpose is 
favored. All slaughter practices, regardless of location or animal ownership at 
time of slaughter must ensure that the intensity and duration of fear and 
discomfort are minimized; that animals are rendered insensible prior to dispatch; 
and that death is confirmed promptly and prior to any subsequent activity such 
as movement or processing. 

 
7. The management of the land, including pasture, rangeland, contiguous areas, 

and land to which animal waste is applied, addresses the ability of animals to 
forage and gain nutrition from the land as well as protecting the future use of the 
grazing/range area through erosion control, protection of waterways, and IPM, 
managed grazing, and a fertilizer/manure usage plan. 

 
8. The occurrence and spread of diseases and parasites are minimized by the 

methods employed in addressing the areas of housing; stocking rates; pasture 
conditions; and sanitation practices, including manure management. 
 

 
 


