
  

VOLUME  24       ISSUE 12     JUNE 2016 

  The Spectrum 

The Autism Support Center 

TRANSITION FAIR 

 

See page 7!! 

Contact us: 
 

SUSAN GILROY, EDITOR  

CO-DIRECTOR 

978-624-2302  

  

GLORIA RICARDI CASTILLO 

CO-DIRECTOR 

978-624-2301 

 

WHITNEY RYAN POSADA 

SENIOR COORDINATOR/

BROKER 

978-624-2305 

 

STACEY CRUWYS 

COORDINATOR/BROKER  

978-624-2347 

 

JACKIE MURPHY 

COORDINATOR/BROKER  

978-624-3721 

 

PHYLLIS KIZNER 

ADULT SPECIALIST 

978-624-3747 

We are so proud to be celebrating fifteen 
years of the Autism Support Center’s Spanish
-Speaking Support Group in Lawrence ! 
 
We are family here, every member becomes part 
of it, and we take care of them! 
Fifteen years ago I was invited by Dr. Serena 
Dee from the Greater Lawrence Community 
Health Center (GLCHC) to present to a small 
group of Spanish-speaking families about autism 
services and sup-
ports. I went in with 
a power point 
presentation and 
some flyers, and the 
rest is history!  
 
There was so much 
need amongst the 
families that we at 
ASC realized a sup-
port group was 
needed in Lawrence 
to serve those fami-
lies at GLCHC and 
for the many others 
that we anticipated 
where going to come 
our way.  
 
We started out by presenting “Current Trends” 
which was basically a presentation on under-
standing autism that we use at the center for our 
English speaking families, translated to Spanish. 
After that we invited the Federation for Children 
with Special Needs to do a presentation on Ba-
sics Rights. Next we invited the 
amazing Atty. Julia Landau, Mas-

sachusetts Advocates for Children, to present  a 
more in-depth training on the obligation of the 
school systems to serve children on the spectrum 
(through an interpreter) 
. 
Over our fifteen years, we have brought to the 
families in Lawrence and the surrounding com-
munities a long list of presenters and various 
related topics. We had our first Spanish language 
conference in Lowell  at the Mercier Center in 

2009; participants 
came from all over 
even from outside 
the state of Massa-
chusetts. Since then 
for the past six years 
we have hosted an 
annual conference at 
the Lawrence Herit-
age Museum (all the 
presenters have 
been native speak-
ers).  
 
I would like to give a 
special mention to 
Tere Ramos-Dunne, 
who has done  in-

credible work with some of the families in Lowell 
and Lawrence and has presented at our Autism 
Spanish Language Conference for the past four  
years.  
 
Three original members of the group have turned 

into leaders, and that has made it possible for our 

 

15 Years in Lawrence 
CONTRIBUTED BY  

Gloria ricardi Castillo, co-director 

(Continued  on page 6; photos on page 4; Spanish page 5 ) 
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Focus on:  Friends & Collaborators  

IT’S A FACT: Northeast Arc is the second largest Arc in the country.  

 

Susan Ryan, Director of Volunteer Services, Northeast Arc  
 
 

Thank you, Suzanne Ryan! 
 

From the staff at the Autism Support Center 
 

Contributed by Gloria ricardi castillo 

 Last month the Autism Support Center celebrated its 25th 
year of providing services to families and professionals in 
the Northeast region and beyond. On that day I had the 
opportunity of thanking some of the people present at the 
gala, and unfortunately I missed one person that absolutely 
deserves recognition. 
  
This person I speak of is Suzanne Ryan. Suzanne is a ded-
icated friend and collaborator to the Autism Support Center. 
Suzanne is a strong contributor and without people like her 
we could not do the work we do. It takes friends and collab-
orators from within and outside our organization. Suzanne 
has definitely been one of these key players. 
  
Years ago I had the pleasure of working with Suzanne in 
the same office at our Holten Street location. From there, 
Suzanne was aware of the functions of the Center and 

many times it was she who would come to the rescue to 
help a family in dire need, or to provide us with volunteers 
for special projects or other needs we had at that time. 
  
One of my fondest memories of Suzanne’s dedication and 
compassion occurred in 1998, where she made thoughtful 
Thanksgiving baskets, along with providing gifts for a small 
support group I was running in Lynn at the time. 
  
She loves what she does; you can see it through her work 
and her heart goes above and beyond.  I could go on forev-
er, listing the wonderful things she has done over the years 
for the program and the families we serve. 
  
 I just wanted to say thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
Suzanne, you have made an impact, your devotion and 
selflessness to those in needs is apparent and appreciated.  
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Using the IEP to Promote Friendship 

 FRIENDSHIP CORNER 

 
(Widening the Circle recommends Person Centered Planning 
(PCP) as one of the best ways to insure that attention is paid 
to relationships and friendships in the lives of people with dis-
abilities.  But, for various reasons, not everyone can access 
PCP.  However, children with disabilities usually have an Indi-
vidual Education Plan (IEP) and many adults with disabilities 
are required to have an Individual Support Plan (ISP).  Both 
of these planning processes, if used correctly, can contribute 
to social connections for the individual, including the possibil-
ity of friendships between people with and without disabilities.  
Our thanks to Judy Bouffard and Nancy Lucier from the 
Northeast Arc for contributing the following information on 
how to use the IEP to good effect for young people.  The 
Summer 2016 “Advocate” will have a companion article by 
Robin Harmatz, DDS, on how to use the ISP to make connec-
tions and friendships.) 

 

How to Use Your IEP to Promote Connections and 
Friendships 

Individual education program participation at the fullest level 
possible is required by law. The law {34 CFR 300. 117} states 
the public agency must ensure that each child with a disability 
has the supplementary aids and services determined by the 
child’s IEP Team to be appropriate and necessary for the 
child to participate in nonacademic settings. The IEP docu-
ment should be utilized to facilitate all aspects of an individu-
al’s needs, not just educational requirements.  Social emo-
tional activities that enhance friendships and community 
activities are imperative for developing leisure and voca-
tional skills as well as social emotional growth!  In order 
to promote connections and friendships in the IEP it is im-
portant to understand the individualized supports accommo-
dations and goals needed to access programs and activities.   
To facilitate and develop friendships, social opportunities 
must be available to the student. What supports are needed 
for the student to make connections and friendships at 
school?  Review what current supports the student utilizes to 
participate currently in the educational setting and will those 
supports be needed to access extracurricular, nonacademic 
activities.   Determine what activities may interest the student.  
Social activities can include meals, recess periods, athletics, 
recreational activities, special interest groups, clubs spon-
sored by the school, etc.  What will it take for the student to 
be successful participating in the chosen activities?   Will they 

need a one-on-one to support them or a person to assist in 
facilitating a conversation?  A peer mentor is an option as 
well, depending on the individual’s needs.  
 
At any time a team meeting can be requested to include ex-
tracurricular and nonacademic activities in the IEP.  It is im-
perative that at this time the team determines any supports 
that are needed to ensure that the student with a disability 
can participate with their peers without disabilities.  In some 
instances, in order for the student to take part in the activity 
successfully, there might need to be more supports than typi-
cally necessary.  The team determines the supports neces-
sary. The IEP can include social skills goals for the student.  
Specific supports and/or accommodations for extracurricular 
activities can be listed under additional information in the IEP.  
How it is documented in the IEP is determined by the individ-
ual’s needs.  
 
The above information is an overall summary of how to in-
clude nonacademic and extracurricular services in the IEP, in 
order provide opportunities for connections and friendships.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTRIBUTED BY  

Judy Bouffard & Nancy lucier, Northeast arc  

This Article first appeared in the "Friendship Corner" of the Arc of Massachusett's 

newsletter, Advocate. 

(Continued on page 13) 

IT’S A FACT: 
Autism is the fastest growing serious  
developmental disability in the  nited States.  
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Estamos muy orgullosos de celebrar los quince años de 
Grupo de Apoyo – en Español de Lawrence 
 

Escrito por Gloria Ricardi Castillo 

IT’S A FACT: Northeast Arc is the second largest Arc in the country.  

 
Aquí somos una familia, cada miembro se convierte en 
parte de ella , y nosotros nos ocupamos de ellos! 
 
Hace quince años fui invitada por la Dr. Serena Dee del 
Centro de Salud Comunitario de Lawrence (GLCHC ) 
para presentar a un pequeño grupo de familias hispa-
nas sobre los servicios de autismo y apoyos. Llegué 
con una presentación de Power Point y algunos volan-
tes, y el resto es historia. 
 
Había tanta necesidad entre las familias que  el Autism 
Support Center decidió que se necesitaba un grupo de 
apoyo en Lawrence para servir a aquellas familias en 
GLCHC y para los muchos 
otros que vendrían más ade-
lante.  
 
Empezamos presentando 
"Tendencias actuales" que era 
básicamente una presentación 
en la comprensión del autismo 
que utilizamos en el centro con 
nuestras familias de habla In-
glés, traducida al español. Des-
pués de eso hemos invitamos a 
la Federación para Niños con 
Necesidades Especiales los 
cuáles ofrecieron  una presen-
tación sobre conceptos básicos de derechos. Luego 
para continuar invitamos a la increíble Lcda. Julia Lan-
dau,  de Massachusetts Advocates for Children, para 
presentar una información más en profundidad sobre la 
obligación de los sistemas escolares para atender a los 
niños en el espectro (a través de un intérprete) 
 
Durante nuestros quince años, hemos traído a las fami-
lias en Lawrence y las comunidades que rodean una 
larga lista de presentadores y diversos temas relaciona-
dos. Tuvimos nuestra primera conferencia en Español 
en la cuidad de Lowell en el Centro Mercier en el año 
2009; los participantes llegaron de todas partes, incluso 
desde fuera del estado de Massachusetts. Desde en-
tonces, durante los últimos seis años hemos organiza-
do una conferencia anual en el Lawrence Heritage Mu-
seum en Lawrence (todos los presentadores han sido 
hablantes nativos). 
 

Me gustaría hacer una mención especial a la Lic. Tere 
Ramos-Dunne,  la cual ha hecho un trabajo increíble 
con familias en Lowell y Lawrence. También  ha pre-
sentado en nuestra conferencia durante los últimos tres 
años.   
 
Tres miembros originales del grupo se han convertido 
en líderes, y ellas han hecho posible que nuestro grupo 
todavía siga fuerte después de 15 años! Altagracia 
Castro: Altagracia, ha sido mi brazo derecho, ella es la 
persona que realiza las llamadas para invitar a las per-
sonas a las reuniones, coordina el transporte hacia y 
desde los eventos y mucho, mucho más. Iraudhis Baez: 

Iraudhis, patrocinada por ASC, 
asistió a la Federación para Ni-
ños con Necesidades Especiales 
defensores de entrenamiento ha-
ce muchos años. Ella se ha con-
vertido en una increíble colabora-
dora de nuestro centro, ella ha 
abogado por los derechos de las 
familias de habla hispana, no só-
lo en Lawrence, sino también en 
Lynn, Salem y Chelsea. Tambien 
ha sido reconocida por la Federa-
ción para Niños con Necesidades 
especiales por su trabajo excep-
cional. Y por último, pero no me-

nos importante Angie Batista: Angie, un líder de grupo 
increíble, se ha ramificado para poder  ayudar a Massa-
chusetts Advocates for Children en su proyecto espe-
cial para niños en Lawrence, dirigido por Leslie Hughes. 
 
 Me gusta el dicho que dice  ‘Se necesita un pueblo ', 
ya que realmente define lo que nosotros (no sólo el 
Northeast Arc y sus programas de apoyo familiar, sino 
que todos los profesionales y organizaciones implica-
das) hemos hecho hasta ahora en Lawrence. ¡Aún hay  
mucho más que hacer!  
 
Nos invitaron a Lawrence y la convertimos en nuestra 
propia comunidad y de esa idea vino todo lo demás. 
¡Todos queremos lo mejor para nuestra comunidad, 
para todos, para todos sus miembros, igualmente! 
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Lawrence Group (continued from p. 1) 

IT’S A FACT: ASC serves 68 communities in northeastern Massachusetts.  

 

group to still be going strong after 15 years!  Altagracia Castro: 

Altagracia, has been my steadfast supporter, she is the person who 

makes the calls to invite people to meetings, coordinates transporta-

tion to and from events and so much more. Iraudhis Baez: Iraudhis,  

sponsored by ASC, attended the Federation for Children with Spe-

cial Needs advocates training many years ago. She has become an 

incredible collaborator with the center, advocating for Spanish-

speaking families, not only in Lawrence but also in Lynn and Salem.  

She has been recognized by the Federation for Children with Spe-

cial Needs for her outstanding work! And last but not least Angie 

Batista: Angie, an amazing group leader, has branched out to help 

the Massachusetts Advocates for Children’s special project in Law-

rence headed by Leslie Hughes. 

 

 I like the saying ‘It Takes a Village’ because it really defines what 

we (not only the Northeast Arc’s and its family support programs but 

all the professionals and organizations involved) have done so far in 

Lawrence.  There is more to do!  We were invited into Lawrence and 

made it our own community and from that idea came everything 

else.  We all want the best for our community, for everyone, 

for all its members, equally! 

 
 

Generous Donation from 

Sugar Me Sweet                                                                                                                                                                               

We have a wonderful new autism awareness ambassador in 

Rhonda Giarratana of Sugar Me Sweet Natural Skin Care!  

Rhonda raised over $1,000 in April to benefit local families assist-

ed through the Center.  Our deepest thanks to Rhonda and to all 

who supported her online promotion and event at the Danvers 

Polish Club to benefit folks supported by our program. 

http://www.sugarmesweetnsc.net/  

You can reach Rhonda at (351) 201-0481.  
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GRANT OPPORTUNITY 

 

 
 
 

Save the 
date! 

IT’S A FACT: The Autism Support Center was founded in 1991.  

 How to Make Good Decisions About the Use of Psycho-
tropic Medications 
 
June 10th, 2016, in Southboro, MA 
Increasing numbers of children diagnosed with autism are pre-
scribed medication to treat problem behavior,  but these medica-
tions are not guaranteed to work and may cause serious side 
effects. Deciding whether or not to use medication, which medi-
cations to use, and what doses are appropriate can be difficult 
and parents should be as informed as possible when working 
with a psychiatrist. In this presentation, Dr. Jason Bourret of 
NECC will be discussing tips for working with psychiatrists, ways 
to measure medication effects, and guidelines for making deci-
sions about medication.   
 
To RSVP please visit https://www.necc.org/parent-education-
series/      or call (508) 481-1015 
 
About the speaker: 
Dr. Jason Bourret joined The New England Center for Children® 
in September 2003, and currently serves as Assistant Director of 
Organizational Behavior Management. Jason has served on the 
Board of Editors of the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis and 
his research interests include functional analysis, verbal behav-
ior, choice, conditioned and token reinforcement, and quantita-
tive analysis of behavior. His work has been published in the 
Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis, Behavioral Interventions, 
and Research in Developmental Disabilities. 

 
Helping Hand Autism Grant Program 
 
Deadline is June 30th, 2016. The National Autism’s Associations’ Helping Hand Program was developed as a fi-
nancial aid tool for families that need it most. It helps qualified families pay for medical services used to treat individ-
uals diagnosed with autism.The Helping Hand Program provides families with financial assistance in getting neces-
sary medical treatments, lab testing, physician-recommended supplements and therapies for their child with autism. 
This program does not provide funding for iPads, camp tuition, respite care, fencing, trampolines, swingsets, trips to 
Disney World, etc. 
*** Funding is extremely limited. This program is intended ONLY for parents in DIRE financial need. Do not 
apply if your annual net income exceeds $50,000. Helping Hand grants are one-time grants, previous recipi-
ents may not re-apply. 
Your child must meet all three basic criteria to apply: 
1. Birth to age 21. 
2. Reside in the  nited States of America. 
3. Diagnosed with an autism spectrum disorder. 
The maximum amount awarded per family is a one-time grant of $1,000. 
You must meet ALL the criteria. For more information visit http://nationalautismassociation.org/
family-support/programs/helping-hand/ or contact naa@nationalautism.org. 

http://nationalautismassociation.org/family-support/programs/helping-hand/
http://nationalautismassociation.org/family-support/programs/helping-hand/
mailto:naa@nationalautism.org
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BEVERLY 

Lynch Park—S NDAY NIGHT MOVIES 

Fun, FREE movies are projected on the Lynch Park Shell for 

all to enjoy, starting at dusk. Bring your lawn chairs and blan-

kets and enjoy the snack bar! 

June 26th - Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, 

Very Bad Day 

July 3rd – Lady & the Tramp 

July 10th - Night at the Museum 3 

July 17th - The Blind Side 

July 24th - Home Alone 

July 31st - The Nightmare before Christmas 

Sat August 6th - Perfect Game 

 

SALEM 

North Shore Concert Band Series 

7 pm - 9pm at Salem Willows 

Every Tuesday from June 28th through 

August 2nd. 

Rain Dates are Thursdays of the same week. 

A variety of programs will be performed, 

which will include: Patriotic, Broadway, Big 

Band, Classical, and Disney, as well as featured 

soloists. All concerts are narrated. 

 

BURLINGTON 

Family Movies—Wednesday Nights  

on the Burlington Town Common  

June 22, 29  

July 6, 13, 20, 27  

August 3  

Rain Dates: August 10 & 17  

All ages, movies start at dusk 

 

SWAMPSCOTT  

June 25th—Harbor Festival  

A day of activities at Fisherman's Beach including a Fishing 

Tournament, Family Zumba on the Beach, Sand Castle Build-

ing Contest, Duct Tape Regatta, Kayak Races, Music and Arts 

and Crafts  

June 26th - STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL  

This annual tradition will be held on June 26th with 

a parade, music and food 4PM – 8PM  

 

LYNN 

2016 Red Rock Concert Schedule at Lynn Shore Drive  

July 3 7-9p Lois Lane & the Daily Planets. Concert 7-9, Fire-

works at 9 PM  

July 7 6-8p Brian Maes Band  

July 14 6-8p Night Flight  

July 21 6-8p 12:01 Blues Band  

July 28 6-8p Shuffle Mode  

August 4 6-8p Mary Beth Maes Band  

August 11 6-8p White Lightnin'  

August 18 6-8p Lexington Street Band 

 
TOPSFIELD  

CONCERTS ON THE COMMON  

Sundays 4:00 to 6:00 pm  

Different bands in July and August  

See www.topsfieldrecreation.org 

AROUND THE REGION 

IT’S A FACT: Northeast Arc is the second largest Arc in the country.  
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Acton 
ASC Sponsored; Target Group:  Mandarin-speaking 
parents. 
Acton Memorial Library, 486 Main St (Rt. 27) Acton; 
bi-monthly meetings TBA; Parent facilitator:  Wen Li  
Contact ASC 978-777-9135 or asc@ne-arc.org  for 
info. 
 
Burlington   
ASC sponsored; Target Group: Parents of children 
with ASD 
Burlington Public Library, 1st Mondays, Time 6:30 
pm 
Parent facilitator: Christine Curtin 
Contact ASC at 978-777-9135 
 
Danvers 
AANE/ASC sponsored; Adults with Asperger’s 
Pizza and Game Night 
6 Southside Road, Danvers, 1st Thursday, 6-8 pm 
$12 for pizza, salad, dessert, beverage. Prior regis-
tration required. 
Facilitator:  Gail Kastorf 617-393-3824 
 
Danvers  
ASC sponsored; Target group: Parents of Adults 

with High Cognitive Au-
tism 
6 Southside Road, 
Danvers 
Facilitator:  Phyllis Ki-
zner 978-624-3747 or 
pkizner@ne-arc.org 
 
Danvers ASC spon-
sored; Target Group: 
Parents of children un-
der age 5 
6 Southside Road, 
Danvers; 3rd Thursday, 
5:30pm Contact: Jackie 
Murphy at 978-624-

3721 
 
 

Danvers 
ASC/AANE sponsored; Target Group: Adults (18+) 
with Asperger’s syndrome 
6 Southside Road, Danvers; 3rd Thursdays,  6:45 to 
8:00pm. Contact facilitator Gail Kastorf at 617-393-
3824 or gail.kastorf@aane.org  
 
Lawrence   
ASC sponsored; Target Group: Spanish-
speaking parents 
of children with 
disabilities 
Families & Youth 
Initiative, 130 
Parker St, Law-
rence; 3rd Fri-
day,  9:30-
11:30am 
Contact facilitator 
Gloria Castillo 
978-624-2301 or 
gcastillo@ne-arc.org  
 
Lynn 
Family Resource Center sponsored; Target 
group: Spanish-speaking parents of children 
with disabilities 
Contact:  Aymee Lucifora 978-624-2381 
 
Newburyport     
ASC sponsored; target group: Parents of children & 
teens;  Newburyport Five Cents Savings Bank, State 
Street.  Parent facilitator: Nancy Lucier.  For more 
info contact Susan Gilroy at 978-624-2302. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT GROUPS                                                                                                                                                                                   

IT’S A FACT: 
Autism is the fastest growing serious  
developmental disability in the  nited States.  

mailto:gail.kastorf@aane.org
mailto:gcastillo@ne-arc.org
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IEP Consults 

June 2 & 9 

IT’S A FACT: 
Autism is the fastest growing serious  
developmental disability in the  nited States.  

PERCEPTIONS OF MY LIFE 

 
 

 

IEP Consults with Northeast Arc Advocacy 

Thursdays June 2nd & June 9th 

9:00am - 10:15am - 11:30am 

Northeast Arc Center for Developmental Excellence 

6 Southside Road, Danvers, MA 

  
1 hour - Individual IEP Consults - $25 (Regularly $80) 

 
For more information or to schedule an appointment, please contact: 
 

 alucifora@ne-arc.org  /  1-978-624-2381 

or fodonald@ne-arc.org  /  1-978-624-2380 

 

 

Thanks to the Support from Department of Developmental Services 
and the United Way of the North Shore these Consultations may be 
FREE to eligible families through the North Shore Area office. 

 

by Scott Lentine 
 
My perceptions of life are quite unique 
I pursue the daily challenges with a different set of 
senses 
Constantly bothered by strange noises and strong 
smells 
Staying focused by using my own defenses 
 
I like to approach life with my own innovative vi-
sion and outlook 
Trying to process and decipher new sounds and 
stimuli 
Wanting to adapt to changes in my surroundings 
Hoping to respond like any ordinary guy 
 

Every new situation presents its own challenges 
Always searching for the proper cues on how to 
respond 
Never sure what the right approach should be 
Sometimes, feeling like I never find the right key 
 
I hope to explore new adventures on my journey 
Seeking to meet new people along the way 
And wanting to adapt to unfamiliar places 
I would like to keep developing new goals every 
day 
 
Everyday, I try to master the autism puzzle 
Knowing that I am doing the best that I can 
Adapting to the daily grind 
And hoping to provide others with a realistic plan 
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IT’S A FACT: 

Transition 
Talk 

Autism is the fastest growing serious  
developmental disability in the  nited States.  

FRIENDSHIP (CONTINUED FROM P. 3) 

  Coming of Age  

Registering with Selective Service 
Do you have a son or male loved one aged 18-25? 

 
A draft is the mandatory enrollment of individuals into the 
armed forces. Although the  nited States military has been an 
all-volunteer force since 1973, the government maintains the 
ability to start a draft in case of a national emergency. The 
Selective Service System is the agency responsible for the 
draft.  
 
All men 18-25 who are  .S. citizens or are immigrants living in 
the  .S. are required to register with Selective Service. 
If your son or male loved one is required to register and 
doesn’t, he will not be eligible for federal student aid, federal 
job training, a federal job, or  .S. citizenship. He may be pros-
ecuted and face a stiff fine and/or jail time. He could also lose 
public housing or Section 8, if he is not registered. 
Ways to register-online at www.sss.gov, filling out a form at 
the post office, filling out the card received in the mail around 
his 18th birthday, by checking the appropriate box on their 
FAFSA, or with his high school representative.  
Although there are some exceptions (see above website), this 
includes ALL males, regardless of disability.  
 
If you have questions about Turning 22 and adult ser-
vices, contact Phyllis Kizner, Adult Specialist, at 978-624-
3747. 

For further information you can go to www.wrightslaw.com  
The  S Department of Education (http://idea.ed.gov) has lots 
more information that may help you, including the following 
specific sections: 
 
Sec. 300.117 Nonacademic settings. 
In providing or arranging for the provision of nonacademic and extra-
curricular services and activities, including meals, recess periods, 
and the services and activities set forth in Sec. 300.107, each public 
agency must ensure that each child with a disability participates with 
nondisabled children in the extracurricular services and activities to 
the maximum extent appropriate to the needs of that child. The public 
agency must ensure that each child with a disability has the supple-
mentary aids and services determined by the child's IEP Team to be 
appropriate and necessary for the child to participate in nonacademic 
settings.  
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(5) )  
 

Sec. 300.107 Nonacademic services. 
The State must ensure the following:  
(a) Each public agency must take steps, including the provision of 
supplementary aids and services determined appropriate and neces-
sary by the child's IEP Team, to provide nonacademic and extracur-
ricular services and activities in the manner necessary to afford chil-

dren with disabilities an equal opportunity for participation in those 
services and activities.  
(b) Nonacademic and extracurricular services and activities may in-
clude counseling services, athletics, transportation, health services, 
recreational activities, special interest groups or clubs sponsored by 
the public agency, referrals to agencies that provide assistance to 
individuals with disabilities, and employment of students, including 
both employment by the public agency and assistance in making 
outside employment available.  
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1412(a)(1) )  
 

You can also contact the authors at the Northeast Arc: 
Judy Bouffard - Assistant Division Director Northeast Arc & Ed-
ucational Advocate 
Nancy Lucier - Educational Advocate 

Contact:  Advocacy Intake Coordinator:  978-762-8352 

 

Jim Ross, Widening the Circle, may be contacted at 
jbriii@comcast.net 

http://www.sss.gov/
http://www.wrightslaw.com
http://idea.ed.gov
http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cregs%2C300%2CB%2C300%252E107%2Ca%2C
http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cregs%2C300%2CB%2C300%252E107%2Cb%2C


14 

6 SOUTHSIDE ROAD, DANVERS MA 01923 

The Spectrum 
The Spectrum is a monthly electronic  publication of the Autism Support 

Center.  This newsletter is published to inform parents and professionals 

of resource information, upcoming events, and other autism-related 

topics.  ASC is funded primarily by the Mass. Dept. of Developmental 

Services.  The views ex-

pressed do not necessarily reflect those of the funding source.  ASC 

does not endorse any product, service or theory referred to in this news-

letter.  Articles, resources and announcements are included for infor-

mation only. 

Anyone wishing to contribute information for this newsletter should send 

it to asc@ne-arc.org or to our mailing address  Parent contributions are 

encouraged.  Announcements are included as space is available. 

 

INFORMED. EMPOWERED. CONNECTED.  

PLEASE CONTACT 

ASC AT  978-777-9135 

OR VISIT HTTP://NE-ARC.ORG/SERVICES/AUTISM-SERVICES/ 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

 

http://ne-arc.org/services/autism-services/
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=5380804&id=167815148037
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Autism-Support-Center-a-Program-of-the-Northeast-Arc/167815148037?ref=hl

