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     This year our students have been immersed in an intensive social justice curriculum. 
Students take a weekly Youth Philanthropy Class where they learn about and visit non-
profits. In this class, students looked at the root causes of inequality and dissected 
complex social issues. Our students also engaged in extensive study of America's Civil 
Rights history. From analyzing court cases to discussing root causes of inequality, our 
students have learned to critically engage in their community. In February, students 
visited the Equal Justice Initiative (EJI), the Southern Poverty Law Center, the Civil 
Rights Memorial Center, and the Rosa Parks Museum in Montgomery. At the EJI, our 
students heard from Mr. Anthony Ray Hinton, an innocent man wrongfully convicted 
who spent years in prison, who spoke to our students about forgiveness. Students 
participated in Birmingham Reads, a city-wide reading day, and visited Kelly Ingram 
Park to honor the six-year anniversary of the dedication of The Anne Frank Memorial 
Tree. Students also participated in the EJI's Soil Collection Remembrance Project, a 
campaign to recognize the victims of lynching by collecting soil from lynching sites to 
create a memorial that acknowledges the horrors of racial injustices.  
    At the Abroms Youth Philanthropy Intiative Grant Presentation, our students shared 
their reflections on social justice and philanthropy as they presented checks to selected 
non-profits. Students raised $2,000 and completed 400 service hours, and during the 
Grant Presentation, all of our students articulately shared what being a social justice 
activist meant to them before they all participated in the check presentations. Eighth 
grader Zachary explained, "I left Montgomery with a unique memory to take away from 
each place I visited. From the EJI, I had a greater sense of judgment and fairness 
towards people like Anthony Hinton; from the Southern Poverty Law Center and Civil 



 
Rights Memorial, I had a greater sense of generosity for all the poor people who don't 
have enough money to pay off a simple speeding ticket and are plunged into a whirlpool 
of debt; from The Rosa Parks Museum, I acquired a greater sense of composure, just 
like Rosa Parks had when she declined the white man's order."  
     We are pleased to announce that our students donated to Alabama Appleseed, 
Better Basics, The Birmingham Holocaust Education Center, Collat Jewish Family 
Services' CARES Program, The Equal Justice Initiative, The Southern Poverty Law 
Center, and The Civil Rights Museum of Montgomery. During this time, students also 
presented jars of soil from the Remembrance Project to the EJI along with their check. 
       

 


