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Announcement from the Transitional (Interim)   
Pastor Search Committee 

 

We are excited to announce that Anne Fisher was approved by Session on June 20, 2016, to be 
PPC's Transitional (Interim) Pastor.   She will begin on September 15, 2016. We've tried to anticipate 
some of your questions with the information below. 
 

Background:  Anne's background is with Transitional Ministry.  She has M.Div. from Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary and her D.Min. from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  Anne has been 
doing Transitional Ministry in the Chicago area for over 15 years in churches of various sizes.  She 
served as Moderator of both the Commission on Ministry and the Permanent Judicial Commission 

of the Chicago Presbytery.  Her husband, Gregg Dana, a minister and counselor, recently retired allowing them to 
move and explore new places.  They are taking some time to travel and visit family before Anne starts her ministry 
at PPC. 
 

What References Said: 
"She has had every kind of church during her years in Transitional Ministry." 
"Great integrity, energy and enthusiasm." 
"She is a super strong leader." 
"Anne is a breath of fresh air who enjoys the challenge of Transitional Ministry." 
"Congregation and Session grew stronger while she was here." 
"Good administrator with excellent follow-through." 
 

Process:  In late January/early February, the Transitional Pastor job description and the members of the Transitional 
Pastor Search Committee (TPSC) were approved by Session. The members are:  Sandy Hawley and Jan Lillemo from 
Session, Gary Gabe from Deacons, Erik Koehler and Kyle Larson, members-at-large and Carla Bahls from the Person-
nel Committee.  The TPSC developed a cover letter and short ad to be posted on the Presbytery website.  We 
worked with the Committee on Ministry (COM) to identify potential candidates; we developed interview questions 
and conducted interviews.  The TPSC learned that all candidates must be approved by the COM and there have 
been only a few Transitional Pastors available because of a sudden surge in need by numerous churches.  After 
unanimously agreeing that Anne was the best candidate for PPC because of her depth of experience and her re-
sponses to our questions, we recommended her hiring to Session.  The contract with Anne is a three-way contract 
between the pastor, the church (through the Session), and the presbytery.  Anne will be with us for up to two years. 
 

The next steps will be to continue to work on a vision for PPC's future through the Ministry in a Changing World pro-
cess, determine what qualifications and qualities we want in a new pastor and elect a Pastor Nominating Committee 
(PNC). The PNC will work through a similar process for identifying, interviewing, selecting and then recommending 
an installed Pastor, whose hiring is approved by the Congregation. 
 

July through September 15:  Working with COM, the Committee on Ministry, we hired someone to work part-time 
from mid-July until September 11. This hiring gives PPC some consistency from week to week and provide pastoral 
care. There is an article about our new Part-time Pulpit Supply, Al Pruis, in this Grapevine. 
 

Thank you:  The Transitional Pastor Search Committee would like to thank Jim Brasel, our COM representative, and 
the Committee on Ministry for their help in our search. 
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Calendar for July 15 - August 15: 
Sunday, July 17 
  9:30 a.m. Worship 
10:45 a.m. Prayer Chain Group 
Monday, July 18 
  7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
Tuesday, July 19 
  6:30 p.m. Zumba Class 
  7:00 p.m. Worship Ministry Meeting 
Wednesday, July 20 
  5:30 a.m. Christian Formation Ministry Mtg.   
  7:00 p.m. Building and Grounds Committee  
Sunday, July 24 
  9:30 a.m. Worship   
Monday, July 25 
  7:00 p.m. Book Club 
Tuesday, July 26 
  6:30 p.m. Zumba Class 
Sunday, July 31 
  8:30 a.m. Mission Ministry Meeting 
  9:30 a.m. Worship 
Tuesday, August 2 
  6:30 p.m. Zumba Class 
Sunday, August 7 
  8:30 a.m. Mission Ministry Meeting 
  9:30 a.m. Worship - Communion 
Tuesday, August 9 
  6:30 p.m. Zumba Class 
Wednesday, August 10 
12:00 p.m. GRAPEVINE DEADLINE 
  6:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
Saturday, August 13 
  9:30 p.m. Baker’s Group 
Sunday, August 14 
  9:30 a.m. Worship 
11:00 a.m. Gal’s Gathering 
Monday, August 15 
  7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 

Part-Time Pulpit Supply 
We are excited to announce that Al Pruis was ap-
proved by Session on July 11, 2016 to be PPC’s Tempo-
rary Pulpit Supply from July 13 until September 11, 
2016.  In addition to preaching on Sundays, his duties 
include pastoral care and working with staff and com-
mittees as we prepare for the fall.  He will be working 
20 hours per week and will work in the church office 
at least two days per week.  
 

Al’s background is with the Reformed Church of Amer-
ica (RCA).  He did his Interim Training with the PCUSA. 
He started serving as a pastor in churches over 30 
years ago and just completed his first Interim Ministry 
position at American Reformed Church in Worthing-
ton, MN.  He has been to Haiti five times with mission 
teams.  

Presbyterian Women  
of the 

Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area  
 

Invite you to their Fall Gathering 
 

Saturday, October 15  
                          Calvin Presbyterian Church, Long Lake 
                                  (more information to follow) 

 

Please share this date with your church friends! 

 

 

 

Notes from the Church Office: 
 

Grapevine  The Grapevine comes out once a 
month in the summer, on the 15th.  The next 
deadline for submitting articles is August 10. 
 

Summer Office Hours:  Monday - Thursday  9:00 
a.m.-1:00 p.m.  Closed on Friday. 
 

Join the PPC Book Club on Monday, 
July 25 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside 
Room as they discuss the book Dear 
Committee Members by Julie Schumach-
er.   
 

Jason Fitger is a beleaguered professor of 
creative writing and literature at Payne University, a 
small and not very distinguished liberal arts college in 
the midwest.  His once-promising writing career is in 
the doldrums, as is his romantic life, in part as the re-
sult of his unwise use of his private affairs for his nov-
els.  In short, his life is a tale of woe, and the vehicle 
this droll and inventive novel uses to tell that tale is a 
series of hilarious letters of recommendation that 
Fitger is endlessly called upon by his students and col-
leagues to produce, each one of which is a small mas-
terpiece of high dudgeon, low spirits, and passive-
aggressive strategies.  
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           “Great acts are made up of small deeds.”             
                                                                       Lao Tzu 

 

Women’s Chrysalis Retreat - Clearwater 
Pack your swimsuits and Bibles, ladies, and an item 
to tie-dye! It’s time to register for Clearwater Chrys-
alis, a women’s retreat at Clearwater Forest camp, 
August 18-21. Go a day early for Quilting/Gardening 
Day. The flyer, the schedule of activities and regis-
tration are available on the Clearwater website at: 
http://clearwaterforest.org/retreats/adult-
retreats/clearwater-chrysalis/. 
 

Rev. Theresa Cho, from San Francisco, will lead us in 
the theme “Live Into Hope,” as we learn about fac-
ing change as Christians in the 21st Century. Then 
there are the workshops: a Bible study, a book dis-
cussion, Edible Landscaping, Loons, Dreamcatchers 
and more. Or just come for the peace and beauty of 
the north woods and the good company.  If you 
want to know more, there are plenty of Chrysalis 
campers in the congregation who can answer your 
questions. Carole Marsh has attended every sum-
mer Chrysalis since it began in 1984.  

 

Worship Volunteers 

Sunday, July 17 
Preaching - Rev. Al Pruis 
Worship Leader - Gordon Dosher 
Ushers - PPC Deacons 
Greeters - PPC Deacons 
Children’s Message - Rev. Al Pruis 
Fellowship - PPC Deacons 
Counters - Amy Leaf 
 

Sunday, July 24 
Preaching - Rev. Al Pruis 
Worship Leader - Jim Latimer 
Ushers - Laurie Latimer 
Greeters - JoJo Kipp and Amy Leaf 
Children’s Message - Rev. Al Pruis 
Fellowship - Volunteers Needed 
Counters - Tim Hammelman and Kathy Manlapas 
 

Sunday, July 31 
Preaching -  
Worship Leader - Shari Durdin 
Ushers - Volunteers Needed 
Greeters - Jim and Laurie Latimer 
Children’s Message -  
Fellowship - Volunteers Needed 
Counters - Tim Hammelman and Kathy Manlapas 
 

Sunday, August 7 
Preaching - Rev. Al Pruis 
Worship Leader - Lu Wilmot 
Ushers - PPC Session 
Greeters - PPC Session 
Children’s Message - Rev. Al Pruis 
Fellowship - Volunteers Needed 
Counters - Volunteers Needed 
 

Sunday, August 14 
Preaching - Rev. Al Pruis 
Worship Leader - Irv Tang 
Ushers - Volunteers Needed 
Greeter - Nancy Tang 
Children’s Message - Rev. Al Pruis 
Fellowship - Volunteers Needed 
Counters - Volunteers Needed 

Mission Ministry  - Joanne Mann               
School Supply Drive The new school 
year will be here before you know it 
and the Mission Ministry is collecting 
school supplies to help students have 
the tools for a successful school experience.  The list 
of most needed items is on a table in the narthex 
next to the school supplies drop box.  The deadline 
for donations is Sunday, August 14.  Let’s see if we 
can fill the tables again this year! 
 

During the month of June, 22 pounds of food dona-
tions were delivered to CROSS, Rogers, MN.  This 
non-profit organization serves the communities of 
Rogers, Maple Grove, Osseo, Champlin (West), Cor-
coran and Dayton. 
 

The Chain of Lakes Church in Blaine has their sum-
mer services on Wednesdays so those who are out 
of town on the weekend have an opportunity to 
worship during the week.  This mid-week service is 
called Sundaes on Wednesdays as they service ice 
cream and toppings after their service.  In support 
of this new and vital church in the Blaine communi-
ty, the PPC Mission Ministry donated $250 
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