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                                                         The Grapevine 
        “I am the true vine,  

                 and my Father is the vinegrower.” 
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Lenten Services and Meals 
Wednesday Midweek Lenten Services (Wednesdays 
through March 16)  The Confirmation Class, under the 
leadership of Matt Spoden and the Christian For-
mation Ministry, will conduct midweek Lenten Ser-
vices at 6:45 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  Each week 
will focus on a different aspect of “Being Christian in 
an Unchristian World.”  

 

Lenten Meals (Wednesdays through March 16) – The 
Fellowship/Membership Ministry will serve a light sup-
per of soup and bread each Wednesday in Lent at 6:00 
p.m.  Please join us!  No charge, but donations gladly 
accepted to help with the cost of ingredients. 
 

 

 

     The Grapevine 
         “I am the true vine, and my  
   Father is the vinegrower.   John 15:1 
 

Calendar for March 16-31: 
Wednesday, March 16 
11:00 a.m.    GIFT (Growing In Faith Together) Group 
 to SummerWood of Plymouth 
  5:30 p.m. Christian Formation Ministry  
  6:00 p.m.    Lenten Dinner 
  6:45 p.m.    Lenten Service 
  7:15 p.m. Building and Grounds Committee 
  7:15 p.m.    Youth Group 
  7:30 p.m.    Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, March 17 
  6:00 p.m.    Al-Anon  
  6:30 p.m.     Interim Search Committee 
Sunday, March 20 - PALM SUNDAY 
  9:30 a.m.     Worship  
  9:45 a.m.     Education 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship 
10:45 a.m. Prayer Chain Meeting 
Monday, March 21 
12:30 p.m.    Staff Meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
Tuesday, March 22 
  6:30 p.m.     Zumba Class   
Wednesday, March 23 
  9:30 a.m.    GIFT (Growing In Faith Together) Group 
  6:30 p.m.    Youth Group 
  7:30 p.m.    Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, March 24 - MAUNDY THURSDAY 
  6:00 p.m.    Al-Anon    
  7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
Friday, March 25 - GOOD FRIDAY 
Sunday, March 27 - EASTER DAY 
  9:30 a.m.    Worship  
10:30 a.m.    Fellowship 
10:45 a.m.    EASTER EGG HUNT 
Monday, March 28 
12:30 p.m.  Staff Meeting 
  7:00 p.m. Book Club 
Tuesday, March 29 
  6:30 p.m.    Zumba Class 
Wednesday, March 30 
  9:30 a.m. GIFT (Growing In Faith Together) Group 
  5:30 p.m. PPC Volunteer Night at IOCP 
  6:30 p.m. Youth Group 
  7:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, March 31  
  6:00 p.m. Al-Anon 

 

It’s an Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

Celebrate Easter with our PPC Children! 
 

Sunday, March 27 at 10:45 a.m.! 
 

Hosted by the PPC Youth 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Service  
Worship with Holy Communion   

Thursday, March 24 at 7:00 p.m.   
Rev. Jim Brasel will preside over the service. 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)  A 
gift to OGHS enables the sharing of 
God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 
around the world.  Your thoughtful and 

generous donation supports Presbyterian Disaster Re-
lief, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self Develop-
ment of People.  Donations will be collected on Palm 
Sunday, March 20 and Easter Day, March 27.  Children 
are encouraged to bring their fish banks on those 
dates as well.  Extra fish banks are available in the bas-
ket located in the Narthex for youth of all ages. 
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Mission Year Update from Allie Tang  Can you be-
lieve it's the beginning of March already?!  A lot has 
happened these past 2+ months.  Outreach phase and 
my DTS as a whole is officially done as of two Fridays 
ago.  Time really does fly! Sitting here right now, it's so 
difficult for me to put into words everything that has 
taken place.  God has moved in big ways, has changed 
lives, and has been steadfast throughout this whole 
process.  I included some pictures from outreach (it 
was hard to pick a few!) that I hope will help articulate 
better than anything I try to type :) 
 

I'm thankful beyond words for the opportunity to 
have completed a DTS and I'm excited for what God 
has in this next chapter for me.  These next six and a 
half months (that will bring us to the end of my Year in 
Asia program), I will be helping out with the next DTS 
that begins in April (so soon, so soon!).  I will be an 
intern and will support those that are staffing the 
school as well as helping out with the school in any 
way I can.  I'm really excited to have the chance to be 
apart of this DTS and look forward to continue devel-
oping relationships here in Hong Kong.  Sending hot, 
humid, "winter" weather from HK :)                       

                                                                         Love,  

                                                                                                                                                                                Allie 

UPDATE FROM  
THE INTERIM SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

The Interim Pastor Search Committee is hard at 
work getting things done so we can begin evalu-
ating Interim Pastor Candidates.  Here is what 
we have done so far: 

 

 Met with Rev. Jim Brasel, our Presbytery’s 
Committee on Ministry (COM) representa-
tive.  We will be working with him to find 
candidates.  

 Session and COM approved the interim pas-
tor position description. 

 Identified the key competencies that the In-
terim Pastor must possess.  

 Developed a letter describing PPC and what 
we expect from an interim pastor.  This is 
part of the documentation needed as we 
work with the Presbytery to find candidates. 

 Developed a short ad that will be on the 
Presbytery website and included in the 
weekly Presbytery email. 

 Developed resume screening criteria.  
 

An interim pastor is trained to help us stay fo-
cused on our mission and prepare us for more 
effective ministry under the leadership of a new 
pastor.  In addition to the responsibilities of 
preaching, moderating Session and other pasto-
ral functions an interim pastor is responsible for 
leading the congregation in a healthy process to 
prepare for the next installed pastor.  Once the 
interim pastor is on board it may take another 
eighteen months or more until we call an in-
stalled pastor. 
 

The members of the Interim Pastor Search Com-
mittee are:  Erik Koehler, Gary Gabe, Sandy 
Hawley, Jan Lillemo, Kyle Larson and Carla Bahls, 
Chair.  Please feel free to contact any of us with 
questions and/or thoughts.  We will keep you 
updated on our progress with Grapevine arti-
cles, bulletin inserts and announcements on 
Sunday mornings. 
 

Please keep the committee (as well as the con-
gregation) in your prayers as they seek to find  
an Interim Pastor. 

Seeking Your Donations!  The Annual 
Deacons’ Auction on Sunday, April 24 is 
quickly approaching.  The Deacons are 
now accepting donations…Fill out one of 

our brightly-colored, half-page donation forms and 
put it in the box in the Narthex!  (The sooner the 
better, please don’t wait until the week-of if possible!)  
It can be a skill to share (i.e. 2 hours of babysitting), a 
product you make (one custom sheet cake) or some-
thing you own (i.e. Twins tickets, or a northwoods cab-
in retreat)!  Themed baskets also make a fun donation 
item (movie night, game night, wine basket, garden 
basket to name a few).  Items can be dropped off in 
the small classroom off the nursery anytime.   We’ll be 
doing the bake sale again!  Please bring your baked 
goods donations the morning of the auction!  The fun 
begins following the service, stay for lunch and browse 
the auction!  Walking tacos will be served.  The game 
room is back, too, pop bottle, ring toss!  Bring the 
grandkids!  The Deacons look forward to this tradition 
and time of fellowship with all of you!  
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Worship Volunteers 

Sunday, March 20   PALM SUNDAY 
Worship Leader - Shari Durdin 
Ushers - PPC Deacons 
Greeters - PPC Deacons 
Children’s Message - Matt Spoden 
Fellowship - PPC Deacons 
Counters - Gary and Mary Gabe  
 

Sunday, March 27   EASTER DAY  
Worship Leader - Kevin Nivison 
Ushers - Volunteers Needed 
Greeters - Merle and Jennith Schmidt 
Children’s Message - Rev. Jim Brasel 
Fellowship - Volunteer Needed 
Counters - Gary and Mary Gabe 

Mission Ministry 
Joanne Mann and Kevin Nivison 
 

Minnesota FoodShare Month 
For over 30 years, churches, 
community groups and compa-
nies have come together for this 
important campaign, organized by the Greater 
Minneapolis Council of Churches (GMCC), to sup-
port food shelves state-wide.  PPC has registered 
its support, with all donations going to Interfaith 
Outreach & Community Partners (IOCP).  Dona-
tions can be put in the basket in the coatroom.  In 
addition to non-perishable food and other items, 
you can also make monetary donations that allow 
IOCP to leverage their purchasing power through 
their access to low-cost products.  You can also 
find information for donating directly to IOCP or 
other food shelves on GMCC’s webpage:  http://
www.gmcc.org/minnesotafoodshare. 
  

Volunteer Night at IOCP  We are looking for volun-
teers to support IOCP by working at their Food 
Shelf and the Re-Sale 101 store on Wednesday, 
March 30, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Meet at IOCP, 
which is located at 1605 County Road 101 N in 
Plymouth.  Please arrive 15 minutes ahead of time. 
 

Update on Food Shelf Donations  A big thank you 
to all that donated during February!  A total of 34 
pounds of food and other items were delivered to 
CROSS, bringing PPC’s year-to-date total to 128 
pounds.  As indicated, March’s donations will be 
provided to IOCP.  Next month we will re-start the 
rotation, with donations being delivered to PRISM.  
Again, thank you to all for supporting this im-
portant ministry.   
 

Looking Ahead  PPC will be hosting another wor-
thy and fun mission/fellowship event after the 
worship service on Sunday, May 22 to make and 
donate 1,000 sandwiches to 363 Days. 

Worship Ministry-Sandy Hawley and Laurie Latimer 
 

Guest Preachers – During this transitional period 
of ministry, PPC has an opportunity to hear from 
different guest preachers.  We are pleased to wel-
come the following: 
 

March 20 (Palm Sunday), March 24 (Maundy 
Thursday) and March 27 (Easter Sunday) – The 
Rev. Jim Brasel, Committee on Ministry, Presbytery 
of the Twin Cities Area 
 

April 3 – The Rev. Luke Roske-Metcalfe, Chaplain, 
Ebenezer Minneapolis, Presbytery of the Twin 
Cities Area 

Flower Chart  The 2016 flower chart is now in the 
narthex.  Please sign up to provide flowers in hon-
or or memory of someone for one of our Sunday 
worship services, and indicate whether you will 
provide the flowers or you would like the church 
to do so for $18. If you would like the church to 
provide them, please place a separate check with 
flowers in the memo line or cash indicating it is for 
flowers in the offering plate, or turn it in to the 
church office. 

From Mari in the Church Office:  I will be out of 
the office March 24-31.  While I am away, someone 
will be in the office weekdays from 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m.  If you need access to the church, please 
plan accordingly.   Thanks!    
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