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                                                         The Grapevine 
        “I am the true vine,  

                 and my Father is the vinegrower.” 
                                                        John 15:1 
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What’s Next?  By Lu Wilmot, Clerk of Session 
 

Since Ewen first broke the news that he accepted a new 

position, the Session and I have been working with the 

Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry to make the transi-

tion as smooth as possible.  A position description for 

an Interim Pastor has been adopted by the Session and 

forwarded to the Committee on Ministry (COM, for 

short). Jim Brasel, our liaison with COM met with the 

Session in January to describe what comes next.  The 

search committee for an interim pastor consists of 

Sandy Hawley and Jan Lillemo from the Session, Carla 

Bahls from Personnel, Gary Gabe from the Deacons, 

and two at-large members to be named.  Because of 

the way the hiring process works it may take until after 

Easter to get an interim on board.  It could be another 

year and a half or more until we call a pastor.  
 

Meanwhile, Sandy Hawley, Worship Ministry Team, has 

already arranged for the pulpit to be filled on Sundays 

through March.  COM will arrange for a Moderator for 

the Session meetings so that church business can be 

conducted.  I will be meeting with a pastor who is will-

ing to help with pastoral care emergencies for the next 

few months.  The various ministries and committees of 

the church will carry on as usual.  Remember, the Dea-

cons are available to help with emergencies; the list of 

care group assignments is on the back of the bulletin 

and your care group number is listed by your name in 

the directory.  Starting February 1, if you have a crisis 

and need pastoral care, call Mari at the church office or 

me to be put in contact with a pastor.  - cont. on page 2 

 

We Share our sympathy with Edie Carr and 
her extended family,  at the death of her 
brother, Mack Colt, on January 22 in Kansas 
City. 

 

 
 

The Grapevine 
 

“I am the true vine, and my  
Father is the vinegrower.” 

                                John 15:1 
 

Calendar for February 1 - 15: 
Monday, February 1   

12:30 p.m. Staff Meeting 

Tuesday, February 2 

  6:30 p.m.     Zumba Class 

Wednesday, February 3 
  9:30 a.m.    GIFT (Growing In Faith Together) Group 
  6:00 p.m.    Confirmation Class 
  7:30 p.m.    Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, February 4 
  6:00 p.m.    Al-Anon  
Sunday, February 7 
  9:30 a.m.    Worship - Jeff Japinga Preaching 
               Communion 
  9:45 a.m. Education 
10:45 a.m.     Adult Forum (see article pg. 2) 
Monday, February 8 
12:30 p.m.    Staff Meeting  
Tuesday, February 9 
  6:30 p.m.    Zumba Class 
  7:00 p.m.    Mission Ministry 
Wednesday, February 10 
  9:30 a.m.    GIFT (Growing In Faith Together) Group 
  6:00 p.m.    Deacons Meeting 
  6:30 p.m.    Youth Group 
  7:30 p.m.    Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, February 11 
  6:00 p.m.    Al-Anon    
Friday, February 12 
  6:30 p.m.    Parent’s Night Out   
Saturday, February 13 
  9:30 a.m.    Baker’s Group 
Sunday, February 14 
  9:30 a.m.    Worship 
  9:45 a.m.    Education 
11:00 a.m.    Gal’s Gathering 
Monday, February 15 
  7:00 p.m.    Session Meeting 
 

Reminder:  The church office will be closed on 
Monday, February 15 in honor of President’s 
Day. 
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Worship Volunteers 

Sunday, February 7 

Worship Leader - Matt Spoden 

Ushers - PPC Session 

Greeters - PPC Session 

Children’s Message - Sandy Hawley 

Fellowship - Volunteer Needed 
 

Sunday, February 14 

Worship Leader - Chuck Slocum 

Ushers - Volunteers Needed 

Greeters - Mari and Dale Thompson 

Children’s Message - Chuck Slocum 

Fellowship - Volunteer Needed 
 

Are you willing to greet, usher, be a worship leader, work 

in the nursery, host fellowship or lead the children’s mes-

sage?  You can sign up by calling the church office at 763-

559-2946 or emailing volunteers@plymouthpc.org.     

-continued from page 1 

Unlike some non-denominational churches, this is 

not the pastor’s church.  This is God’s church, de-

pendent on the members to be the body of Christ. 

Whether we are passing out bulletins, changing 

lightbulbs, teaching Sunday School, baking cook-

ies, making phone calls, pledging what is needed, 

greeting one another, studying for confirmation, 

or making sandwiches for mission, we are the 

church.  If you are wondering how we will get 

through this transition, it will be with God’s help 

and yours.  
 

Part of the process of calling a pastor involves 

looking at ourselves as a congregation: who we 

are, what we are doing, how we relate to our com-

munity, what we expect of a pastor and what we 

expect of ourselves.  At the end of the process, I 

expect we will find, as Cal Cooper used to say 

every time we received new members, “We will 

never be the same.”  And that can be a good thing. 

The 2016 Per Capita is $32.87 

Per Member  Have you seen the 

blue envelope like this in the front 

of your offering envelopes?  Per Capita is the amount 

each church in the PC(USA) pays to the Presbytery, 

Synod and General Assembly for each active member 

of its congregation to cover the administrative costs of 

the larger church.  Consider per capita as a form of mis-

sion giving to the work of the PC(USA).  It is broken 

down as follows - $7.12 General Assembly; $5.25 for 

Synod; $20.50 for Presbytery = $32.87 per member.  

Please prayerfully consider paying your portion of 

PPC’s per capita.  Checks should have Per Capita 

written on the memo line.  Thank you! 

Jeff Japinga - Guest Preacher on February 7  
The Rev. Dr. Jeff Japinga, Transitional Executive 
Presbyter of the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Ar-
ea, will be our guest preacher this Sunday, Febru-
ary 7.  Rev. Japinga will also lead us in discussion 
at an Adult Forum at 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary 
titled:  The Belhar Confession and Plymouth Pres-
byterian Church.   
 

Description: This summer, the General Assembly 
will almost certainly affirm the Belhar Confession 
as the latest addition to the PCUSA's Book of Con-
fessions.  But what is Belhar?  Where does it 
come from, and what does it say?  And for us at 
Plymouth Presbyterian Church, what difference 
might it make in our life and ministry?   

Save the Date!!  The Annual Dea-
cons' Auction is Sunday, April 24, fol-
lowing the worship service.  You 
won't want to miss the food, fun and 

games!  We'll be looking for donations soon.  
Please consider a gift of your time, talent, vaca-
tion home, game tickets, themed baskets, etc. for 
our auction and/or raffle! 

 

“If your actions inspire others to dream more,  

learn more, do more and become more,  

you are a leader.” 
 

                                              John Quincy Adams 
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Worship and Music Ministry  
Sandra Hawley and Laurie Latimer 

 

Flower Chart 
The 2016 flower chart is now in the narthex.  Please 
sign up to provide flowers, in honor or memory of 
someone, for one of our Sunday worship services.  
Indicate whether you will provide the flowers or 
you would like the church to do so for $18.  If you 
would like the church to provide them, please place 
a separate check in the offering plate with flowers 
on the memo line or cash in an envelope indicating 
it is for flowers. 
 

Lenten Dinners and Services 
Ash Wednesday - The 2016 Season of 
Lent starts on Wednesday, February 
10.  Sandra Hawley will conduct an 
Ash Wednesday Service at 6:45 p.m.  
There will be a light meal starting at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday Midweek Lenten Services (2/17, 2/24, 
3/3, 3/10, 3/17) – The Confirmation Class, under the 
leadership of Matt Spoden and the Christian For-
mation Ministry, will conduct midweek Lenten Ser-
vices at 6:45 p.m. in the Fireside Room.  Each week 
will focus on a different aspect of “Being Christian in 
an Unchristian World.”  

 

Lenten Meals (Ash Wednesday through 3/17) – The 
Fellowship/Membership Ministry will make availa-
ble a light meal, beginning promptly at 6:00 p.m.  A 
small donation to cover the cost of the meal would 
be greatly appreciated. 
 

Easter Flowers   We will decorate our sanctuary 
with flowers for the Easter Sunday Service.   Order 
forms will be available in the bulletin on February 

Guest Preachers  As PPC begins this transitional 
period of ministry, we have an opportunity to hear 
from different guest preachers.  We are pleased to 
welcome the following: 

 

February 7 – The Rev. Dr. Jeff Japinga, Transitional 
Executive Presbyter, Presbytery of the Twin Cities 
Area.  He will also present our Adult Forum that day, 
speaking on the Belhar Confession. 
 

February 14 – Gordon Dosher, PPC Elder 
 

 

- Guest Preachers cont. 

February 21 – The Rev. Lindsay Freeman, a Minne-
sota-based Episcopal priest.  She will also be our 
Adult Forum speaker that day, leading a discussion 
on her research and book, Women of the Bible: All 
Their Words and Why They Matter.   
 

February 28 – The Rev. Sandra Stuart Gray, Teach-
ing Elder, Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area 
 

March 6 – The Rev. Sandra Stuart Gray, Teaching 
Elder, Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area 
 

March 13,  March 20 (Palm Sunday),  March 27 
(Easter Sunday) – The Rev. Jim Brasel, Committee 
on Ministry, Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area 

 

PPC’s Book Club Selections for 2016 
The PPC Book Club meets at 7:00 
p.m. in the Fireside Room.  Everyone 
is welcome to come! 
February 22 - A Spool of Blue Thread  
                 by Anne Tyler (Pat Johnson) 
March 28 - Dead Awake  
                     by Eric Larson (Dorothy Vigness 
April 25 - Miss Hazel and the Rosa Parks League 
     by Jonathan Odell (Loni Gradick) 
May 23 - Kitchens of the Great Midwest 
                 by J. Ryan Stradal (Bobbie Cooper) 
June 27  Emma: A Modern Retelling 
                by Alexander McCall Smith (Helen Bjorlin) 
July 25  Dear Committee Members 
  by Julie Schumacher Deb Petersen) 
August 22  A God in Ruins  
                    by Kate Atkinson (Joanne Mann) 
September 26  Only Time Will Tell 
                            by Jeffery Archer (Carole Marsh) 
October 24  All the Light We Cannot See 
                      by Anthony Doerr (Sharon Larson) 
November 28  Every Living Thing 
                           by James Herriot (Lu Wilmot) 
January 9, 2017  Book Selection 
January 23   
Newbery Award: 
The Last Stop On Market Street by Matt de le Pena 
Caldecott Award: 
Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s 
Most Famous Bear by Lindsay Mattick 
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Connection, Fellowship and Membership 
Jan Lillemo and Rick Ackerman 
 

“God’s Word is Our Prescription for Healing” 
Clearwater Chrysalis Winter Women’s Retreat   

February 26 – 28 
 

“You’d better take your medicine!”  What does the 
Bible really say about health and healing?  Some of 
the “preached” teaching about healing is contrary 
to scripture and hinders women in particular from 
complete wellness.  Societal views that intersect 
with race, class, gender, and faith traditions encour-
age women’s silence on this issue.  Join us as we 
address wellness of the mind, body and spirit, lift 
you up and provide you with some tools to assist 
you in your fight for your life and soul. 
 

Speaker Annette Madlock Gatison, Ph.D. is an inde-
pendent scholar and Associate Professor at South-
ern Connecticut State University.  She has published 
several books and articles, with her current re-
search focusing on the negotiation of identity and 
the spiral of silence as it relates to women’s health.  
She is a breast cancer survivor and has been in lead-
ership roles in several churches, including Kwanzaa 
in Minneapolis. 
 

Click here for more information:  http://
clearwaterforest.org/retreats/adult-retreats/
clearwater-chrysalis/, or call Clearwater at (218) 
678-2325.  REGISTER BY FEBRUARY 15! 
  

Join Us for Zumba!  Don’t forget, Tuesdays at 6:30 
p.m. we have Zumba exercise classes!  Bring a 
friend or two, a water bottle and maybe a towel.  
$5/class.  Tracy will bring her bag of belly dancing 
skirts so you can shake your booty! 
 

Children and Youth Ministries Intern 
Matt Spoden 

 

Youth Group Update - Lent will be a very busy time 
for the Youth Group this year.  The confirmation stu-
dents will be leading the Lenten services each 
Wednesday evening February 17 through March 16.  
Each service will be based on a theme examining 
how we, as Christians, are to live in a secular world. 
 

Youth Group will still meet after the Lenten services.  
We will spend that time watching video clips from 
“The Bible” (a documentary that aired on the History 
Channel) with the goal of capturing what Biblical sto-
ries may have looked like when they happened.  We 
will look at clips of Jesus’ life leading up to his cruci-
fixion, and how a visual depiction can give us anoth-
er angle to who Jesus was and why the things he did 
were significant. 

 

On February 26, we will be participating in the 30 
Hour Famine, which is something the youth have 
done in the past.  We will not eat for roughly 30 
hours in order to raise awareness for people in the 
world who are fighting hunger every day.  Part of 
this time will be spent on your own, and the other 
part will be at PPC doing various activities.  You are 
not required to fast the whole time if you are unable 
to. Friends are always welcome!  More details com-
ing soon.  If you have questions, please message 
Matt mspoden@plymouthpc.org. 
  

Coat Room Project  The Building 
and Grounds Committee’s plan is 

to make our present coat room more useable at an 
estimated cost of $6500.  Your donation of $100 (or 
$200, if possible) will help get the project started 
(however, any amount you can give will be greatly 
appreciated.)  Donation forms are available in the 
Narthex along with a poster with more details of 
the project.   

Parent’s Night Out  
Friday, February 12   

Go ahead, make plans for an even-
ing with your sweetheart!  Boy 

Scout Troop 3538 will take care of your children!  
While you are enjoying your evening, your children 
will enjoy a movie, snack, craft and games.  This 
fundraiser helps the Scouts earn money for camp. 
 

Time:  6:30 to 10:00 p.m. 
 

Location:  Plymouth Presbyterian Church 
 

Ages:  2 years through 5th grade 
 

Cost: $10 (additional children/same family $5 each 
 

To signup or questions:  Contact the Troop at 
Info@Troop3538-MN.org  612-578-1771 
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