
 

DBA Corporate and Producer 
members (and family and 
employees) can save hundreds 
or thousands of dollars on new 
vehicles through the GM 
Supplier Discount!  
 

GM makes it easy for you to 
save on a new vehicle with 
Preferred Pricing, available 
through the GM Supplier 
Discount. You can shop for a 
new vehicle, see available 
current offers and keep up to 
date on current promotions, get 
pricing examples and more, all 
in one convenient location.  
 

The GM Supplier Discount 
makes buying or leasing a new 
vehicle a smooth, enjoyable 
experience. Just visit 
gmsupplierdiscount.com and 
use your DBA code to register. 
With predetermined pricing and 
easy shopping tools on the 
website, you can shop at your 
own pace and know your price 
before you walk into the 
dealership. The preferred price 
can be combined with most 
current incentives. 
 

To retrieve your individual 
Discount Code and for further 
instructions, email 
kstclair@widba.com or call  
(920) 883-0020.  

Dr. Cate Shanahan, the director of the NBA’s Los 
Angeles Lakers PRO Nutrition Program, thinks that 
players are not getting enough calcium. She 
points to the epidemic of broken bones, including 
those suffered by Lakers rookie forward Julius 
Randle and Indiana Pacers forward Paul George as 
evidence. Shanahan predicted this would happen 
a few years ago when she saw more players 

drinking soda instead of milk. She calculated that some players are only 
getting 25 to 30 percent of the recommended daily calcium intake. 
According to Webmd.com, adult males between 19 and 50 should have an 
intake of 1,000 milligrams of calcium on a daily basis. 
 
Part of the problem, Dr. Shanahan told ESPN’s Baxter Holmes, who covers 
the Lakers, is that dieticians have spread the myth that milk is too high in 
fat content. That notion has largely carried over into the world of 
professional sports, she said. The end result, she said, is more catastrophic 
leg injuries from something as innocuous as a misplaced landing, which is 
what happened to George.  
 
Shanahan said the Lakers promote dairy, and downplay soda and energy 
drinks, pointing out that Kobe Bryant drinks low-sugar chocolate milk after 
games.  
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NBA Nutrition Program Director thinks 
Players Need More Dairy 

Farm Groups Praise Efforts to Lift Cuba 
Trade Restrictions 

Bad News for Dairy Farms in Washington 
State Case 

MPP Likely to Kick into Effect 

Ensuring EPA is Following the Rules 
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The firestorm that erupted over the EPA’s proposed Waters of the United States 
(WOTUS) rule was a good example of what the agency is doing wrong. The proposed 
rule could have changed how certain irrigation ditches and other manmade 
agricultural water bodies would be regulated. While the rule would have had little 
impact in Wisconsin because existing state laws are already as strict and inclusive as 
what was being proposed, it was still disturbing how the EPA failed to involve 

agricultural stakeholders in the decision making process and was defensive, instead of interested, 
when farmers sought to make their concerns known.  
 

DBA has been consistently supportive of efforts to make EPA’s rule making process more transparent. 
That is why our association has joined with other agricultural groups to support the newly introduced 
EPA Accountability Act, which is being championed by Wisconsin Congressman Sean Duffy.   
 

This bill reemphasizes existing federal rulemaking standards that the EPA often overlooks. The goal is 
to limit unchecked rulemaking and to ensure that it is done in a more thoughtful way with full 
consideration of the impacts that a proposed rule could have. Most significantly, the bill also includes a 
provision that would penalize the EPA should it continue to flaunt existing rulemaking standards.   
 

 The existing federal standards that are reiterated by Congressman Duffy’s legislation include: 
Agencies should always consider the least restrictive means possible to accomplish regulation, e.g. 
the use of warnings and public education campaigns instead of strict enforcement and fines;  

 Agencies should only promulgate regulations required by law, necessary to interpret law, or in 
other very limited circumstances to protect the public.  

 Agencies must participate in a biannual reporting requirement to increase awareness about what 
regulations they are working on.  

 Agencies must carefully consider whether a regulation interferes with the idea that most powers 
are delegated to the states, not the federal government. In all circumstances, a new regulation 
must show that federalism was properly considered.  

 Agencies are to publish statements describing and assessing state, local, and tribal compliance 
costs before giving any general notice of proposed rulemaking. 

 

These are existing requirements, but they are often ignored. This bill would give these existing 
standards teeth. Within 30 days of enactment, the EPA would have to stop flaunting these existing 
rules. If it does not, the agency will have its budget docked $20,000 for each week it fails to comply. 
This would continue until the agency complies with all of the rulemaking requirements or seven 
percent of its budget has been shaved off as a penalty. The end result should be a more responsive and 
accountable agency that produces more thoughtful and accommodating rules. 

 

US farm groups are 
applauding the 
introduction of 
legislation that 
would lift the final 
trade restrictions on 
Cuba which they say 
are hindering sales 

of rice, corn, soybeans, milk, meat and other 
agricultural commodities to the country. Late last 
year, the White House eased financing restrictions 
for exports to Cuba as part of a larger effort to 
renew trade and diplomatic ties. Farm groups say 
those moves will help facilitate trade, but an end 
to the embargo should be the main goal because 

that would allow U.S. banks to finance exports. 
 

The Freedom to Export to Cuba Act of 2015, co-
sponsored by Sllllens. Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) , 
the ranking member of the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, Jeff Flake (R-AZ), Mike Enzi (R-WY), 
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Dick Durbin (D-IL) and 
Patrick Leahy (D-VT), would lift the Cuban trade 
embargo, allowing U.S. companies to export 
products directly to Cuba, including agricultural 
commodities and farm equipment. The bill would 
also remove financial restrictions on business 
transactions and allow U.S. banks to extend credit 
to Cubans for the purchase of American farm 
goods, auto parts, and other consumer products. 

 Membership with the 
Dairy Business 
Association enhances 
your business which 
adds dollars to your 
bottom line. 

 Funding of dedicated 
environmental 
attorneys. 

 Advising members 
regarding state statues, 
regulatory rules and  
on-farm situations. 

 Providing crisis 
management 
consultation. 

 Drafting and amending 
legislation at the state 
and federal 
government levels. 

 Educating and advising 
local governments on 
the importance of the 
dairy industry. 

 Participating in legal 
reviews and 
interpretation of 
regulatory rules and 
state statues. 

 Broadening your 
knowledge and 
providing up-to-the-
minute alerts on 
important matters. 

 Assisting members in 
regulatory compliance. 

 Expert staff for 
assisting you with farm 
issues. 

Planting season is fast approaching.  It is 
important that you contact Laurie Fischer or 
John Holevoet if you experience any 
road problems with local government 
units or patrol officers. As you recall, 
DBA had serious concerns when the 
Implements of Husbandry (IOH) bill 
passed last year because of the 
potential negative impact of utilizing 
modern agriculture.  Some 
municipalities have adopted IOH 
permitting and some municipalities have not 
so there is a wide range of legal permitting 

structures for agriculture vehicles 
depending on where you farm and what 

roads you use. It is necessary for us to 
understand if the new legislation is 
workable for your road-use 
needs.  Please contact us with 
documentation on any issues that may 
occur so that we can track if additional 
legislative improvements are 
necessary.  
 

Laurie Fischer - (920) 366-1880 
 

John Holevoet - (608) 358-3941 

www.widba.com 

In what is just plain bad news for agriculture, a federal judge 
overseeing several cases pertaining to large dairies in Washington’s 
Yakima Valley ruled that manure applications which exceed 
agronomic needs constitute solid waste according to federal law. 
This decision is the first ever applying the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act (RCRA) to an agricultural byproduct, despite 

explicit language in the law which should exempt agriculture.  RCRA was intended to regulate solid and 
hazardous waste disposal, including nuclear waste. 
 
The judge’s ruling throws out decades of scientific research that have gone into establishing the 
requirements followed by farmers—and agreed to by the Environmental Protection Agency in a consent 
decree with the same Yakima dairies in 2013. 
 
Following the consent decree, environmental activist groups sued five Yakima Valley dairy operations 
alleging nitrogen pollution of groundwater. When RCRA was passed, Congress gave manure an 
exemption. So the environmental groups’ lawsuits focused on alleged nitrate pollution from manure. 
They claim the dairies violated RCRA by “dumping” — their term for any application whatsoever—
manure or fertilizer in any form on fields, because it may result in excess nitrogen migrating below the 
roots of plants and into groundwater. The activists claim that manure should not be exempt from the 
law, and that the five dairies have broken the law. 
 
The judge ruled that if you apply manure that is not taken up by the plants, the excess constitutes a 
dumping, and that “theoretic leakage of lagoons is actual leakage and also constitutes as dumping.” All 
five dairies involved in the case have agreed to a court stipulation to put synthetic liners in their manure 
lagoons by 2020. They also agreed to supply nearby residents with bottled drinking water. 
  
The question remains can the dairies can afford the huge cost of adding the liners, and will other 
mitigation requirements follow that could put them out of business? The court stipulation leaves out 
precise details that still need to be resolved, but does require at least one 60-mils layer at an installed 
cost of $125,000 per surface acre of lagoon size. 
 
Judge Rice has not ruled on whether composting or having livestock on dirt pens constitutes dumping, 
But he has ruled that the RCRA does apply to agriculture despite its language to the contrary, and 
“applies to manure and its constituent nitrate when it is stored in NRCS-compliant lagoons, “over-
applied” to growing crops as fertilizer and composted on native, unlined soil.” 
 
The remaining issues go to trial in May and discussions are underway with the families involved to 
potentially settle out of court. 

 

https://www.politicopro.com/f/?f=34481&inb

