
 

Safe Families Visitation Initiative 
Safe, Affordable, Community-based 

 

In June of 2014 County Executive Isiah Leggett took an important step to 
help protect the safety of victims of domestic violence and their children.  
County residents in abusive relationships and their children are often put 

at great risk when they either transfer the children (e.g., for a weekend visit), or when an abusive parent 
visits such a child.  As a result, Mr. Leggett established a task force to look at the development of a 
supervised visitation and transfer program for the County.   

While this was an important first step, a year has now passed with no public evidence of a report or 
other action.  We call on the County Executive and County Councilmembers to fund safe, affordable, 
community-based child transfer and supervised visitation services. A dispersed network of small-scale 
facilities is critical in order to maximize accessibility for all County residents and thereby enhance 
safety for abuse victims and their children.  We look forward to working with policymakers to make 
these critical services a reality in Montgomery County. 

Background: Over 100,000 Montgomery County residents are expected to experience intimate partner 
violence at some point in their lives.  While the County provides many excellent services for survivors, 
there is a serious gap in the County’s domestic violence safety net when it comes to the transfer or 
visitation of children in abusive relationships.  The thousands of County domestic violence victims with 
children urgently need safe, affordable, convenient facilities at which to exchange their children with the 
other parent or partner for visitation without the potential for harassment, injury or re-traumatization. 

Most domestic violence victims seeking protective orders in the County courts ask for a way to exchange 
their children in public, as a way to protect themselves and their children; but virtually no facilities for 
this purpose currently exist. The lack of safe transfer sites puts many protective order recipients at risk, 
endangers the wellbeing of their children, and creates risks to broader public safety. 

There is a related need for supervised visitation sites – places where parents in an abusive relationship 
can visit their children under the watchful eye of professionals and security personnel.  Allowing parents 
who have committed violent acts to interact with their children without supervision puts these children 
at risk for a host of serious developmental and physical dangers. 

As the County Executive and County Council develop plans for transfer and supervised visitation sites, 
they should look to create a dispersed network of smaller facilities, rather than a single large facility.  
Montgomery County’s large area – over 500 square miles – makes it almost impossible for many 
residents who lack an automobile to access services if they are provided in only one County location, 
especially for a service they may need to use every week or two, over a year or more.   
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Emergency financial assistance for domestic violence 
victims 

It’s the law in Maryland 

 
 

Separating from an abusive partner is scary, dangerous, and often comes with daunting financial 
challenges.  One of the most important sections of Maryland’s protective order law is the right of a 
victim with children in common with an abusive partner to request emergency financial assistance from 
that partner for one year. This support (called Emergency Financial Maintenance, or EFM) makes it 
possible to live separately and to continue to care for her children without major upheaval in their lives. 

Yet many judges in Montgomery County Courts do not ask petitioners whether they need this essential 
relief – and since over 50% of victims come to court without lawyers, they may well not know that 
financial help is possible.  Too many of our judges tell victims to “go to Circuit Court for that”, meaning 
they should file for ordinary child support. Regular child support, however, can take up to a year to 
obtain – and that’s longer than the vast majority of domestic violence victims can wait.  

That’s just one reason why Court Watch Montgomery is hard at work in 3 courthouses monitoring 
protective order hearings. We are carefully studying judge’s approach to EFM and their responses when 
asked by petitioners to make emergency financial assistance part of their protective orders.  

Currently judges receive only one hour of training on domestic violence when they first become a 
judge. Not once – in their entire judicial careers – will they ever again be required to take another 
class or attend a continuing education lecture on domestic violence.  

We think if judges learned more about the challenges domestic violence victims face they might do a 
better job of providing essential remedies provided for in Maryland law, such as EFM. 

Please write your Maryland representatives and senators today and ask them to require all Maryland 
judges to participate in continuing education about domestic violence. 
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