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November 18, 2015 
 

 
To the Montgomery County State Delegation, 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to submit written testimony concerning the most 
important priorities of the Woman’s Democratic Club of Montgomery County (WDC) 
for the 2016 legislative session.  WDC is the largest and most active Democratic 
Club in the County with over 400 members (both men and women).  Through our 
newly formed Advocacy Committee, we will be keeping our members informed 
about upcoming legislation and advocating in support of legislation that addresses 
our priorities.  
 
Our Board has identified the following top priority areas: 
 

 Employment  

 

 Criminal Justice  

 

 Health  

 

 Children’s Issues 

 
EMPLOYMENT 
 
WDC urges the passage of legislation that makes up the Women’s Economic 
Security Agenda - Equal Pay for Equal Work Act, the Fair Scheduling Act, and the 
Maryland Healthy Working Families Act (earned safe and sick leave).  
 
Passage of these bills for fair pay, predictable work schedules and the ability to earn 
and use paid sick leave will add to the security and stability of our working families 
and address serious issues of income inequality.  
 
We also support the principal behind the Family and Medical Leave Insurance 
Program Act although we understand that the details are still being developed.  
Passage of such legislation will bring Maryland in line with the rest of the developed 
world, contribute to increased maternal and infant health, and provide a safety net 
for working families facing medical and caregiving challenges.  
 
By putting more income in working families’ pockets and keeping more trained 
workers in the work force, these reforms will also return money into the State 
economy.  Reduction in the costs of turnover will also benefit businesses.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
 

WDC urges the passage of legislation that addresses improvements in police training, 
especially related to police interactions with people who suffer from mental illness.  We also 
support an end to the practice of sentencing juveniles to life sentences without parole.   
 
We know that the General Assembly’s Public Safety and Policing Work Group is expected to 
make specific recommendations for proposed legislation later this month focused on police 
training resources, recruiting and hiring practices and the need for a statewide oversight 
panel for certain kinds of investigations.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing the recommendations of Public Safety and Policing Work 
Group as well as the recommendations of the Justice Reinvestment Coordinating Council.  
We will be advocating for any resulting bills that address our priorities. 

 
HEALTH 
 

WDC urges the passage of legislation that will provide for a more comprehensive, robust 
mental health system including legislation that addresses the lack of adequate mental health 
providers on the Maryland Health Exchange (Network Adequacy Bill), best practices for pre- 
and post-partum depression (Maternal Mental Health), adequate training and licensing for 
mental health treatment by teletherapy, and an expansion of Lauren’s Bill to require suicide 
awareness training for all school personnel who come in contact with children.   
 
The quality of our mental health delivery system has a huge impact on not just the health of 
individuals and their families, but also on the community as a whole including the criminal 
justice system and homelessness. 
 
We also request that you support the passage of legislation that outlaws overuse of 
antibiotics in food animals, consistent with the goal of the FDA and the Maryland Campaign 
to Keep Antibiotics Working.  Antibiotic-resistant bacteria now kill at least 23,000 Americans 
each year.  Nearly 80 percent of all antibiotics are used on livestock, much of it to promote 
animal growth. 

 
CHILDREN’S ISSUES 
 

WDC recognizes the need for school health curricula to teach students strategies for dealing 
with inappropriate adult-initiated contact.  We also want to see schools translate Individual 
Educational Plan (IEP) documents when parents request that service, as well as expansion 
of access to independent facilitators for parent/school conflicts on IEP issues.  We will 
monitor these issues and support appropriate legislative or regulatory solutions. 

 
We know that many of you have sponsored or co-sponsored bills that address these priorities.  
We thank you and want you to know that WDC is committed to working with you to achieve 
passage of these important initiatives that will benefit so many. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Linda B. Kolko 
President 


