
Ph.D in Public Policy 
and Administration
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs 

Are you interested in pursuing a doctorate in public policy?

The Ph.D in Public Policy and Administration at the L. Douglas Wilder 
School of Government and Public Affairs at Virginia Commonwealth 
University provides advanced training and professional study in your 
choice of four concentration or specialization areas, with courses 
that focus on providing a solid foundation in public policy theory, 
economics, research design and quantitative analysis. Our highly 
regarded doctoral program prepares students for leadership roles as 
academicians, researchers, policymakers and practitioners. 

The Ph.D program is noted for its highly individualized and 
interdisciplinary approach. Students may choose from the following 
concentrations: Criminal Justice Policy, Public Administration, Public 
Policy and Urban and Regional Policy.

graduate assistantships 
Each year, the Wilder School awards ten or more teaching and 
research graduate assistantships to highly qualified applicants for 
full-time doctoral study.  Both nine and 12-month assistantships are 
available and include a tuition waiver and stipend. Assistantships 
provide experiences for graduate students to support faculty teaching 
and research.  

Assistantships can be offered for up to three years of full-time 
doctoral study but are renewable on an annual basis contingent on 
satisfactory progress and performance.  In the 2014-2015 academic 
year,  stipends ranged from $14,000 for nine month assistantships to 
$22,000 for 12-month.

Application Deadline
• December 15 for consideration for assistantships 
• January 30 for admission

Program Contact 
Simon Okoth, Ph.D.  
923 W. Franklin St., Room 301
T. (804) 827-1430
okothsh@vcu.edu

For more information, 
visit: 

www.wilder.vcu.edu 

http://bulletin.vcu.edu/grad-
uate/school-government-pub-
lic-affairs/center-public-policy/
public-policy-administra-
tion-phd/
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