
Opening Prayer 
O God, you have made all the earth and every creature that dwells 

therein; help us, we pray, to treat with compassion the living creatures 

entrusted to our care, that they may not suffer from our neglect nor 

become the victims of any cruelty. Bless all who serve in their behalf, 

and help us to find in caring for them a deeper understanding of your 

love for all creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

Scripture Lesson  Isaiah 11:6-9 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 

the kid, and the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 

child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their young shall 

lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  The suckling 

child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put 

his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 

mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea. 
 

The Canticle of the Sun by Francis of Assisi 

Most high, all powerful, all good Lord! All praise is yours, all glory, all 

honor, and all blessing. To you, alone, Most High, do they belong. No 

mortal lips are worthy to pronounce your name. 

Be praised, my Lord, through all your creatures, especially through my 

lord Brother Sun, who brings the day; and you give light through him. 

And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor! Of you, Most High, 

he bears the likeness. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars; in the heavens 

you have made them, precious and beautiful. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air, and clouds and 

storms, and all the weather, through which you give your creatures 

sustenance. 

Mobile, Alabama 
 
 

The Blessing of the Animals 
October 3, 2015 

 

Four o’clock in the afternoon 



Be praised, My Lord, through Sister Water; she is very useful, and 

humble, and precious, and pure. 

Be praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through whom you brighten 

the night. He is beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth, who feeds us and 

rules us, and produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs. 

Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of you; through 

those who endure sickness and trial. Happy those who endure in peace, 

for by you, Most High, they will be crowned. 

Be praised, my Lord, through our Sister Bodily Death, from whose 

embrace no living person can escape. Woe to those who die in mortal 

sin! Happy those she finds doing your most holy will. The second death 

can do no harm to them. 

Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks, and serve him with great 

humility. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 

Blessing of the Animals 
(At this time the animals may be blessed by the ministers present.) 

Bless, O Lord, this creature, that it may continue yours forever.   Amen. 

 

Doxology Old 100th Louis Bourgeois 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host:  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   Amen. 

 

 
 

Christ Church Cathedral 

Cathedral of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast 
The Right Reverend J. Russell Kendrick, Bishop 

The Very Reverend Beverly Findley Gibson, Ph.D., Dean and Rector 

The Reverend Canon Daniel Andrew Wagner, Canon Pastor 

Christopher William Powell, Organist and Choir Master 


