
The Lessons  
First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Reader:  A Reading from Zephaniah 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all 
your heart,  O daughter Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken away the judgements 
against you, he has turned away your enemies.  The king of Israel, the Lord, is 
in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.  On that day it shall be said to 
Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  The Lord, 
your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over 
you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with 
loud singing as on a day of festival.  I will remove disaster from you, so that 
you will not bear reproach for it.  I will deal with all your oppressors at that 
time.  And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their 
shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  At that time I will bring you 
home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your 
eyes, says the Lord.  
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. People:   Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah                         Ecce Deus 
          BCP 86 
Refrain: Sing the praises of the Lord.      

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior.  Refrain 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  Refrain 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world.  Refrain 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  Refrain 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Refrain 

Second Reading:  Philippians 4:4-7 
Reader:  A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   
Reader: The Word of the Lord. People:    Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn Merton 
 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding  vs. 1-2 Hymnal 59 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 3:7-18 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you Lord Christ. 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect 
no more than the amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone 
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”  As the people 
were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them 
by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed 
the good news to the people. 
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.      People:             Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sequence Hymn Merton 
 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding  vs. 3-5 Hymnal 59 

The Sermon  
The Nicene Creed BCP 358 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.    
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers of the People - Form IV BCP 388 
The leader and people pray responsively. 
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live 
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; 

that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources 
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 
them, and love one another as he loves us. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
Celebrant will add a concluding collect. 

Confession of Sin BCP 360 
Celebrant:   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God,  
 we confess that we have sinned against you 
 in thought, word, and deed, 
 by what we have done,  
 and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
 have mercy on us and forgive us;  
 that we may delight in your will,  
 and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life.   Amen.  

The Peace    
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Welcome and Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
 Baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion 

The Offertory 
Anthem Jesus Christ the Apple Tree  E. Poston  
 The Cathedral Choir (1905-1987) 

At the Presentation The Doxology Old 100th 
 America   vs. 4 Hymnal 717 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
The Celebrant continues:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent 



Prelude Prélude César Franck  
  (1822-1890) 

Introit Rejoice in the Lord always   C. W. Powell   
  (b. 1990) 

The Word of God 
Processional Hymn  Hymn to Joy   

 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee  Hymnal 376 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath.  
Children’s Chapel (Ages 3 to Grade 3) Children process with the leader to the Chapel and return at the peace. 
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit  
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.   Amen. 

Trisagion  Hymnal S-102 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
 Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
 Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
 Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us. 

The Collect of the Day BCP 212 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. People: And also with you.   
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 
deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever.   Amen. 

your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. Therefore we 
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Sanctus      Hymnal S-130 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of 
us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the 
cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 
world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People:  Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues:  We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we 
offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. 
Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in 
unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy 
of your eternal kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.   Amen. 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.   Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant: Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 
faith, with thanksgiving. 

Music at Communion  
Canticle  J. N. White  
 The First Song of Isaiah  (b.1938) 

Solo Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion  G. F. Handel  
 Katherine E. Powell, Soprano (1685-1759) 

Post Communion Prayer BCP 365 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
 members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
 and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage  
 to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
 through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Blessing 
Children’s Procession  The children who will be participating in the  
 pageant will gather at the front by the piano.  
Recessional Tidings 
 O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling Hymnal 539 
Dismissal  

Celebrant:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Postlude Improvisation  C. W. Powell  
         (b. 1990) 

 
Please join us after the service for a time of hospitality in the Chapter House. 

Ministers For Today 
Preacher and Concelebrant .............................................................................. Dean Gibson 
Celebrant ........................................................................................................... Canon Wagner 
First Reading  .................................................................................................... John Ferguson 
Second Reading  ................................................................................................... Lyn Bennett 
Intercessor ....................................................................................................... Douglas Kearley 
Chalice Bearers  ....................................................................... Lynn Yankie, Carolyn Jeffers 
Oblationers ..................................................................................... Paula and Bubba Watkins 
Crucifers ......................................................................................... Rose Elliott, Kate Watkins 
Acolytes ............................................................. William Russell, Sadie Ladd, Maria Napier, 
 .................................................................................................. Virginia Ladd, Elizabeth Elliott 
Children’s Chapel .............................................................. Barbara Mitchell, Elinor Gibson 
Altar Guild .............................................. Kathy Thurber, Robbie Lynn Irvine, Leslie Ladd, 
 ............................................................................... Lucy Lyons, Hetty Newell, Paula Watkins 
Flower Guild ................................................................. Barbara Mitchell, Betsy McCafferty 
Ushers ......................................................... Willson McClelland, Preston Bolt, Bill Bullock, 
 ............................................................................ Bob Dean, John McClelland, David Sanders 
Hospitality Team ...................................... Marianne Hall, Lucy Moore, Chambliss Brister, 
 ................................................................................ Kim Ellis, Valerie Hines, Kristyn Seawell 
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The Very Reverend Beverly Findley Gibson, Ph.D., Dean and Rector 
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Mobile, Alabama 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

December 13, 2015 
 

The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
Ten o’clock in the morning 

We invite you to participate in the worship of God. Our service is the Holy Eucharist: Rite Two in The Book 
of Common Prayer. For ease of use, this leaflet contains the congregational portions of the liturgy and service 
music. Congregational responses are printed in bold. Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982. Page 
numbers refer to the Prayer Book for those wishing to use it. Lesson and Gospel texts are taken from the New 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  

 
We extend a warm welcome to all visitors. A nursery is available. 

A gentle reminder: please turn off all wireless devices before the service begins. 

Sound enhancement receivers for the hearing impaired are available. Please see an usher. 


