
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015 
UC Davis Alumni Center, Alpha Gamma Rho Room

3:30 PM
Welcome and organizational remarks
Nicholas Pinter

3:40 PM
Keynote presentations

El Niño in California
Michael Anderson, California State Meteorology

Past history of El Niño flooding in CA
Michael D. Dettinger, US Geological Survey

Flood preparation
Christy Jones, US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District

El Niño and drought
Jay Lund, UC Davis, Center for Watershed Sciences

Post-fire, pre-flood mitigation
Jeffrey Lusk, FEMA Region IX

Floodplain restoration opportunities
John Cain, American Rivers

4:45 PM
Panel activity

El Niño Crystal Ball:
Possible Challenges and Opportunities from El Niño in California

Panel introductions and presentations

Audience “Challenges and Opportunities” map

Panel Discussion: How to get from here to there

Panelists:
Christy Jones, US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
Demetri Polyzos, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Graham Fogg, UC Davis, Dept. of Land and Water Resources
Jay Lund, UC Davis, Center for Watershed Sciences
Jeffrey Lusk, FEMA Region IX
Joe Countryman, Central Valley Flood Protection Board
John Cain, American Rivers
John Stella, The Nature Conseravancy
Michael Anderson, California State Meteorology
Michael D. Dettinger, US Geological Survey
Mike Mierzwa, CA Dept. of Water Resources
Ricardo Pineda, CA Dept. of Water Resources
Ron Stork, Friends of the River
Tim Washburn, Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency

5:30 PM
Adjourn to refreshments and discussion

Facing El Niño:
Challenges and 

Opportunities
A Water Sciences and 

Policy Discussion

Program Purpose and Highlights

Seating is limited and available to pre-registrants only.  Registration is free and available by 
request to newemailaddress??  Additional information is available at >>website<<.

Wed., Nov. 18, 2015
University of California Davis,  Alumni Center 
Alpha Gamma Rho Room 3:30-5:30p 
            followed by refreshments

Sponsored by the Roy J. Shlemon Endowed Chair

Organized by

Californians are talking a lot about the prospects for an El Niño event this winter and pinning many hopes on it to replenish 
surface and groundwater supplies drained by four years of drought.  But El Niño is a complex and �ckle phenomenon that 
correlates only loosely with extreme precipitation in California.

The hardest-learned lesson in �ood management is that the most e�ective actions after a disaster are the ones planned 
ahead of time, when skies were blue and feet were dry.  Now is the time to plan for how California will respond to El Niño.

The focus of this summit is “challenges and opportunities.”  Floods, particularly after drought, present unexpected challenges.   
At the same time, every �ood also catalyzes positive change. Now is the time to identify and discuss both the challenges and the 
opportunities if El Niño delivers heavy precipitation to part or all of the state.

FACING EL NIÑO:
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
A Water Sciences and Policy Discussion

Wednesday, November 18, 2014
UC Davis Alumni Center
Sponsored by the Roy J. Shlemon Endowed Chair

DISCUSSION


