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This summer, Racine Art Museum (RAM) explores the intersection of art with cultural
subjects that inspire devoted “fan” followings. Open May 24 – September 6, 2015, A
Whole Other World: Sub-Culture Craft specifically addresses the science fiction and
fantasy-based themes of Doctor Who, Star Wars, Superheroes, and Steampunk. RAM
encourages visitors to come dressed in character (cosplay) to receive free museum
admission any day during the duration of the exhibition.

Each of these subjects—all linked to history, imagination, fact, and fiction in their own
particular ways—have ardent fans and practitioners. While they may stem from TV
series, movies, books, graphic novels, and gatherings of the like-minded, they are not
necessarily mainstream topics of conversation.

Interestingly, they have also become subjects of artworks, DIY craft, and major
projects, such as Chris Lee’s efforts to produce a full-scale replica of the Millennium
Falcon spaceship from Star Wars. Focusing on work directly inspired by these themes,
or by the winding of these kinds of topics in and out of popular culture, this exhibition
will feature a variety of objects and images, from quilts to prints to sculpture.

The artists whose works are represented in A Whole Other World emphasize the value
of the handmade, combining their skills and imagination with compelling stories and
characters inspired by modern science fiction, fantasy, history, and invented worlds. 

A Whole Other World of Events
During Free First Fridays in Downtown Racine, RAM is open with free museum
admission and extended hours from 10:00 am to 9:00 pm. Guests to the museum are
encouraged to dress in Sci-Fi and Dr. Who attire on Friday, June 5, as Superheroes
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on Friday, July 3, and Steampunk costumes on Friday, August 7. In addition, visitors
may participate in the Free Family Hands-On Art Project, 4:00 - 8:00 pm to create
artwork inspired by these themes. 

At RAM’s Wustum Museum, open June 5 - August 16, Sci-Fi, Superheroes, and
Steampunk: RAM Community Art Exhibition will feature works created by area
families and art students on view side-by-side with well-known regional artists who
teach or work at the museums. The exhibition will include a wide range of media that
reflects the stunning variety of different workshops and classes taught at Wustum.

Students of all ages are invited to be part of this community exhibition by creating art
inspired by modern science fiction, fantasy, history, movies, and graphic novel
characters. Enrolling in an art class or workshop as Wustum is the only requirement to
become eligible to participate in the show. Past class takers, Racine Art Guild
members, Racine schoolteachers and paid and unpaid staff employed at the Racine
Art Museum, as well as active docents museum staff are invited, too.

Details about out-of-this-world and family-friendly events scheduled throughout the
summer at both museum locations are available at www.ramart.org.

A Whole Other World: Sub-Culture Craft is made possible at the Racine Art Museum by:
Platinum Sponsors - Karen Johnson Boyd and William B. Boyd, SC Johnson, Windgate
Charitable Foundation; Gold Sponsors - Herzfeld Foundation, Johnson Bank, Osborne and
Scekic Family Foundation, Racine Community Foundation, W. T. Walker Group, Inc.; Silver
Sponsors - Helen Bader Foundation, Racine County, Racine United Arts Fund, Runzheimer
Foundation, Inc., Wisconsin Arts Board; Bronze Sponsors - CNH Industrial, EC Styberg
Foundation, Educators Credit Union, The Garvey Group, In Sink Erator, Modine
Manufacturing Foundation, The Norbell Foundation, Orkney Springs Retreat, Polyform
Products, Inc., Real Racine, Wisconsin Public Radio.

## 

Together, the two campuses of the Racine Art Museum, RAM in downtown Racine at
441 Main Street and the Charles A. Wustum Museum of Fine Arts at 2519
Northwestern Avenue, seek to elevate the stature of contemporary crafts to that of
fine art by exhibiting significant works in craft media with painting, sculpture and
photography, while providing outstanding educational art programming.

Docent led contemporary craft and architectural tours of the museums are available.
Both campuses of the Racine Art Museum, are open Tuesday – Saturday 10:00 am –
5:00 pm, and are closed Mondays, Federal holidays and Easter. RAM is open Sunday
Noon – 5:00 pm, while Wustum is closed Sundays. An admission fee of $5 for adults,
with reduced fees for students and seniors, applies at RAM. Admission to Wustum is
free. Members are always admitted without charge to either campus.
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