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~ President’s Message ~  

United Methodist Women 

Our Two Cents 
Oregon/Idaho Conference 

Your Conference Executive team met recently and chose a 

theme for the 2015 Annual Meeting, which is going to be 

held at Tigard UMC, in Tigard, Oregon, October 24, 2015.  

The theme is:  Feeding the 5000, Physically, Emotionally, 

and Spiritually. Each of the three sub-topics will be covered 

in different ways during the Annual Meeting.   

 I’m really excited about the theme since we just had 

Assembly last May and the scripture used was all the 

different renditions from the Gospels of feeding 5,000, or 4,000 or maybe there 

were 10,000, if you counted more than just the men.  All the various presenters 

at Assembly took a different view of what it meant to feed the large gathered 

crowd.  However, many of you will not be at Tigard in person, as our members 

are scattered from Ashton, Idaho to Ashland, Oregon.  The sheer distance means 

we have to be creative when physically trying to feed the hungry.    

 

One solution:  I am challenging each unit over the course of the next several 

months to have a program or devotion on one of the scriptures (Matt 14: 13-21; 

Mark 6: 30-39; Luke 9: 10-17; John 6: 1-14).  Like the various presenters at 

Assembly, consider how your unit can interpret that scripture, examining it in 

terms of the physical needs, the emotional needs, and the spiritual needs of 

women and children.  When Jesus told the disciples, “You feed them,” how does 

that translate to each of us in our homes, churches and units? 

 

Then, we are asking your members to symbolically feed the 5000 by making a 

contribution toward the purchase of supplies for UMCOR Health Kits.  We’re 

setting a goal of raising enough money to purchase materials for 100 health kits 

(at about $12/kit).  What could be simpler?  We are not asking you to bring bulk 

items or completed kits, just the monies to purchase the kits’ supplies.  Please 

send the funds to your District Treasurer by September 30th marking them as 

Annual Meeting Health Kits funds.  You can also bring your cash donations for 

health kits to the Annual Meeting.   

 

I’d love for you to share your creative examination of the Feeding of the 5000 

scriptures with others around the Conference as well—just send me or Sherry 

Yang your story and we’ll get it published.  As we heard over and over again 

last year at Assembly, just MAKE IT HAPPEN.   

Blessings,  

Dixie Jacky, Conference President 
 

mailto:hvannice@teleport.com
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First of all I would like to apologize to Charlotte Sutton, of Eugene First UMC, whom I forgot to 

thank for all her work at last year’s Annual Meeting.  She is the one who got all the housing for the 

District and Conference officers for D’LTE and for Annual Meeting.  She also transported us to 

and from the airport. Thanks for all of your hard work Charlotte.  

The United Methodist Women’s Annual Meeting has been set for October 23, 2015, at Tigard 

United Methodist Church, 9845 SW Walnut Pl. Tigard, Oregon.  We have a special guest this year 

–our own Bishop Grant Hagiya will be there.  Our theme will be - Feeding the 5,000: Physically, 

Emotionally, and Spiritually.  

Our special mission outreach this year will be the UMCOR Heath Kits.  The Conference 

Leadership Team has set a goal of 100 Health Kits conference wide.  The kits cost $12.00 each- 

we are asking each unit to collect money and send the money to the District Treasurers who will 

bring the check to our annual meeting in Oct. to present to the Conference Treasurer. 

Let’s show the Bishop what United Methodist Women are made of and have a record turnout. 
 

Lynda Montgomery, Vice President   

Lynda Montgomery 
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2015-2016 Calendar of Events 

 

 

March 

18 Oregon Legislative Event, Trinity United Methodist Church, 

Salem, OR 

 

April 

17-19           Executive Team Meeting, Newberg UMC, Newberg, OR 

  

July 

23-26           Mission u, Idaho School, Nazareth Center, Boise, ID 

 

August 

6-9               Mission u, Oregon School, Alton Collins Retreat Center, 

Eagle Creek, OR.  

 

October 
23 D’LTE, Tigard, OR 

24 Oregon-Idaho Conference Annual Meeting,                    

Tigard, OR 

24-25 Executive Team Meeting, Tigard, OR 

 

2016 

April 22-24 Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting, Salt    

 Lake City, UT  

May 10-20   General Conference, Portland, Oregon. 
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Paula Sadler 

More Than One Way to Feed a Sheep 

 

In John 21:15 – 17, Jesus asks Simon Peter, “Do you love me?”  Peter responds that he does and 

Jesus admonishes him to “feed my sheep.”  United Methodist churches and United Methodist 

Women have taken this charge to demonstrate our love of Jesus by feeding people body, mind and 

spirit to heart.  Many of our units support local food pantries and weekend backpack programs. 

The local pantry that my unit supports has collected over a thousand pounds of food in a single 

week and used it to stock the shelves to overflowing.  After serving guests for two hours on 

Sunday afternoon, the pantry shelves are nearly empty.  The volunteers look at the bare shelves 

and wonder, “What would these families do without our food pantry?” 

According to a Bread for the World information sheet, food banks and other private charities 

provided $5.2 billion dollars of food assistance in 2013.  It is hard to visualize what that much food 

looks like. 

When I worked as an auditor, one of my clients was a family-owned tomato cannery.  The cannery 

had fifteen warehouses.  At the end of the canning season, all of the warehouses were packed to 

capacity with tomato products: catsup, tomato sauce, tomato paste and pizza sauce.  As I looked at 

the shiny cans, stacked to a height of more than twenty-five feet, I wondered, “How can so much 

catsup be eaten in a single year?”  Then I would have to remind myself that my client was just a 

small cannery.  I would try to imagine how much product was produced by Hunt’s and Contadina 

in a single year.  Yet, even with all those warehouses completely full at the end of the season, they 

would be nearly empty by the following July when the next canning season started. 

I use those warehouses of tomato products to help me visualize the magnitude of the need for food.    

Although $5.2 billion is a lot of money and food banks and other charities provide an important 

resource for hungry families, we must remind ourselves that acts of mercy do not change the 

system that leads to poverty and hunger. 

One of the systems this country employs to address hunger is the Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly known as Food Stamps), which is part of the Farm Bill.  

According to Bread for the World’s fact sheet, during the same period that private charities 

provided $5.2 billion in food assistance, federal nutrition programs provided $102.5 billion dollars 

in benefits, nearly twenty times the amount provided by all private charities. 

The last time that the Farm Bill was renewed, the Agricultural Act of 2014, SNAP benefits were 

cut by $8 billion over ten years.  Replacing these cuts will require food banks and private charities 

to increase their level of support by 15%...just to maintain the status quo. 

So, as important as our contributions are, if we do not act to maintain and improve the systems that 

address hunger and poverty, much of our effort can be offset by changes to these systems.  We 

must engage in ministries of justice that impact systems as well as acts of mercy that address needs 

in the short term.    

 

Paula Sadler, Mission Coordinator for Social Action 
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Karen Morray 

National Seminar 2015 

Interrupting Indifference: Jesus, Justice and Joy 

 

Congratulations to Yuni Rueda (Amistad y Fe UMC, Wilder, Idaho) and JoAnn English (First UMC, 

Eugene, Oregon)  who have been selected to represent Oregon-Idaho Conference at the 2015 National 

Seminar sponsored by United Methodist Women.  

  

To be held in Chicago this summer, National Seminar is an opportunity for United Methodist Women 

members to explore God's actions in the current moment in the world and dialogue about how we must 

respond. Together women will celebrate the witness of United Methodist Women in ministries of justice, 

service and advocacy, through four issue areas: 

 Climate Justice 

 Maternal and Child Health 

 Criminalization and Racial Justice 

 Gender and Economic Justice 

 

In a gathering that reflects rich diversity of race, ethnicity, age and geography, the National Seminar 2015 will 

equip and empower participants to engage as leaders for social justice by: 

 exploring the life and ministry of Jesus for practical application and concrete social action 

 building practical skills and tools to respond to current social issues 

 visiting local organizations and learning from grassroots leaders 

 building community and connection with others 

 engaging in dynamic worship 

 

JoAnn and Yuni will return with the joyful responsibility of sharing what they have experienced and learned 

with United Methodist Women in Oregon and Idaho. 

 

"He answered, 'I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.' "  

--Luke 19:40  

Karen Morray, Chair of Nominations   

APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE ZIMMERMAN GRANT 
The Oregon-Idaho Conference of United Methodist Women Charter for Racial Justice Committee is pleased to 

announce a competitive grant program for monies from the Isobel F. Zimmerman Trust Fund. Available 

money for 2015 will be about $2,000 (amount varies yearly), and could be awarded for programs directed 

toward leadership development of Native Americans or African Americans or in support of a United Methodist 

Women Global Mission Project.  

Preference for funding will be given to projects within the Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Annual 

Conference, followed by other related organizations within the same geographic area.  Funds granted by the 

UMW Charter for Racial Justice Committee do not necessarily obligate the committee to ongoing funding of 

any project or activity.  

For more information go to http://www.umoi.org/zimmermantrustgrant  Or, contact UMW Conference 

President, Dixie Jacky at dixiejacky@gmail.com or call 208 680-5112.  The deadline for application is April 

15, 2015.  

http://www.umoi.org/zimmermantrustgrant
mailto:dixiejacky@gmail.com
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Shirley Knepp 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draino of the Soul 

 

       Recently I read a devotional titled Draino of the Soul. The title intrigued me so I read on. 

The author states that there are times in our lives where parts of our lives seem to be getting 

plugged up. The flow is not right and it seems like we are filled with yuck. The author thought of 

the title when her sink was plugged up with coffee grounds and egg shells. 

       Like the author sometime we do things that we know are wrong - not just coffee 

grounds down the sink drain - and say something we regret later or we worry when worry can 

increase the yuck in our lives. The author of the devotional went for her Draino can. She waited. 

The idea came to her how often God steps in when we have made a mess of things in our lives. 

       The Draino effect is God forgiving us for some clogged up mess we have made. God cleans 

us up and unclogges us. God cleans us – not with harsh chemicals but with that all encompassing 

love only God can give. 

            The coffee grounds and egg shells of our lives can be eradicated if we change and listen 

to God for our instructions on how to live our lives. Listening for/to God – prayer can be the 

Draino of our soul. 
 

Shirley Manning Knepp, Deaconess, Spiritual Growth Coordinator  

The Western Jurisdiction Leadership Team invite you to 

save the date and join in worship in Salt Lake City.   

Hope to see you there! 

BE SURE TO SAVE THE DATE 
Western Jurisdiction Quadrennial Meeting 
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It's census time again!  The forms are here for the local units to fill out and either mail or email 

them to the District Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator.  The figures represent our 

membership roll as of 12/31/2014. 

 

Blessings, 
 

Judi Hanson, Membership Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 

Judi Hanson 
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Say No to Violence in the Middle East!  That was the resolution (#6013) that was passed at the 2013 

session of the Oregon/Idaho Annual Conference and it resulted in the establishment of the Holy Land 

Task Force to address this issue.  Babs Eggleston and I, United Methodist Women members from Crater 

Lake and Sage districts respectively, became a part of that task force as we had traveled to the Occupied 

Palestinian Territories and seen the results of that violence. 

 

The United Methodist Church unequivocally affirms Israel’s right to exist within internationally 

determined borders, and to defend its security through legal and moral means.  However, violence is 

occurring beyond those borders and actions must be taken to stop them.  When international law 

supports the Palestinians in their efforts for justice, that law can be thwarted.  Sometimes other legal 

means must be taken to further a people’s rights.  With that in mind, economics has become another 

legal means to bring peace and justice to the Holy Land. 

 

The Task Force will be introducing an Action Request directing the General Board of Pension and 

Health Benefits, and the Northwest United Methodist Foundation to divest all Oregon-Idaho Annual 

Conference funds from stock held in Caterpillar, Motorola Solutions and Hewlett-Packard, and continue 

to exclude these companies from the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference investments until these 

companies end their involvement with the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestine.   

 

This Request is likely to involve some of you more personally than others.  We have a Hewlett-Packard 

plant in Boise and many of my friends are employed there.  However, as Christians we should not profit 

from the illegal Israeli occupation of Palestinian land, or from the confiscations and/or destruction of 

Palestinian homes, orchards and lives. When Babs & I visited the Holy Land we saw olive orchards and 

homes that had been destroyed by large Caterpillar land-moving equipment.  Hopefully, using 

divestment as a non-violent measure we can bring justice to the Palestinians.  Jesus called us to be 

Peacemakers. 

 

This Action is being co-sponsored by Oregon-Idaho Methodist Federation for Social Action and Oregon-

Idaho Peace with Justice.  Thirteen other United Methodist annual conferences (Baltimore-Washington, 

California-Nevada, California-Pacific, Detroit Minnesota, New England, New York, Northern Illinois, 

Pacific Northwest, Rocky Mountain, Upper New York, Virginia, and West Ohio) have already passed 

divestment resolutions, as have other Protestant denominations (the Presbyterian Church USA in 2014), 

Episcopal and Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.  The United Church of Christ is considering 

divestment also.  

 

Several years ago in the School of Christian Mission, United Methodist Women studied the history and 

the causes for violence between the Israelis and the Palestinians.  We saw how oppression can drive 

persons to extreme measures.  We are appealing for your assistance in education of district and local 

laity and clergy regarding this issue.  Who can better accomplish this than United Methodist Women 

who are known for their ability to “GET THINGS DONE”.  Please help us in this endeavor. 

 

For more information or if you would like assistance with an educational program at your church; 

contact Dee Poujade, 503-299-4510, email traveling.mimi@gmail.com or Karen McAlister, 208-938-

3738, email kdmcalister@msn.com.  or Babs Eggleston, 541-476-7556, email inthefirs@grantspass.com.   

mailto:traveling.mimi@gmail.com
mailto:kdmcalister@msn.com
mailto:inthefirs@grantspass.com
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LEGACY FUND – 800,000 Women Banding Together! 
 

The OR-ID Conference UMW Legacy Committee has been hard at work preparing information to resource the 

many Every Member Enrichment Events held in our four districts.  Included within the pages of this newsletter you 

will find a Legacy Fund Question & Answer document that will help us all be on the same page as to the great 

things that can be accomplished through this five year campaign and how best to participate.  YOU HOLD THE 

KEY.  This is the time to hold discussion in your local unit to build awareness and creativity around this fund-

raiser.  Legacy Fund is a permanent endowment fund that will support the ministries of United Methodist Women 

into the next 150 years and beyond! 

 

While we as a committee have centered on the instructions for streaming checks to the National office, the National 

office is taking a more tech savvy approach!  Many of you, like me, now pay your bills online, so you will want to 

be aware of the many opportunities to DONATE to the Legacy FUND outside of sending a check!  This is just in 

from the National Office: 

March 23 

A Day of Giving to The Legacy Fund 

 March 23 will be a big day in United Methodist Women’s 150th anniversary celebrations as we build up The 

Legacy Fund with A Day of Giving. 

  

March 23, 1869, was the day a small group of women gathered at Tremont Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston, 

Massachusetts, and organized for mission. These faithful women raised money to send a doctor, Clara Swain, a 

teacher, Isabella Thoburn, to India as missionaries to serve the women of that nation, and they organized the 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, a predecessor of United Methodist Women. They left us a priceless legacy. 

Let women in your area know that we will be celebrating the dedication and foresight of these foremothers in 

mission by building up the legacy we will leave to future generations of United Methodist Women by giving a 

special gift on A Day of Giving, March 23. 

  

A Day of Giving gifts will go to The Legacy Fund, a permanent endowment that will support future generations of 

United Methodist Women and ensure that they will be able to continue in mission addressing the needs of women, 

children and youth of their day. 

            

A Day of Giving will be a 24-hour giving festival. Members and friends may give: 

  
         Online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org A “click” on “Day of Giving” will take visitors to The Legacy 

Fund donations page where they may safely give to the fund on a secure server. 

         By telephone at 212 870-3743. United Methodist Women Treasurer’s Office staff will take information for A 

Day of Giving gifts by phone.  

         By mailing a check to United Methodist Women, Treasurer’s Office, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 

10115. 

         By text using a “smartphone.” Texting information will be available online in early March. 

  

Conference United Methodist Women Liaisons will be notified of contributions from women in their area — but 

the amount of the gift will always remain confidential. 

Gifts in any amount are welcome. In recognition of our upcoming 150th anniversary, United Methodist Women 

members and friends may consider giving $15 or $150 or even $1,500, in recognition of our upcoming 

150th anniversary, or $18.69 or $186.90 or even 1,869, in recognition of the year of United Methodist Women’s 

founding. 

A Day of Giving gifts are 100 percent tax deductible. Contributors will receive an immediate thank you and a 

printable tax receipt for 100 percent of their donation. 

Spread the word! As with our foremothers in 1869, in the 21st century, women still need to organize for 

mission. Make it happen with a gift to The Legacy Fund on March 23, A Day of Giving. For more information, 

email DayofGiving@unitedmethodistwomen.org or call us at 212-870-3743. 
  

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
tel:212%20870-3743
mailto:DayofGiving@unitedmethodistwomen.org
tel:212-870-3743
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Q:  WHY? 
A: The Legacy Fund was established in 2014, to enable United Methodist Women to sustain its ministries 
with women, children and youth now and for the next 150 years.   
 
Q:  WHY NOW? 
A:  The Legacy Fund coincides with celebrating 150 years of women organized for mission.  Our official 
beginning dates back to March 23, 1869!  The campaign to support this fund with gifts small and large be-
gan in 2014 and will culminate in 2019 – the 150

th
 anniversary of our organization! 

 
Q:  AREN’T THERE OTHER LEGACY FUNDS WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION? 
A:  YES.  We have a long history of women setting aside funds in support of specific ministries.  Such 
funds are permanent endowment funds with only the realized interest being spent over time; the principal 
is not touched.  We are the benefactors today of one such fund that was established in 1880!   
 
Q:  THEN WHY DO WE NEED THIS FUND? 
A:  At this pivotal point in history, The Legacy Fund allows EVERY member a chance to participate in gift-
ing sustaining dollars.  Our intent is to seek gifts from the women of the Oregon-Idaho Conference that 
play on the numbers 150 or 1869.   

Perhaps in support of this effort you would like to commit to offering $1.50 a month for the five years of 
the campaign.   

Perhaps in support of this effort you would like to commit to offering $18.69 in celebration for every 
year you have been a member. 

Perhaps in support of this effort you would like to commit to offering $1.50 for every local president 
that has served your unit. 

Perhaps you would like to encourage your unit to dream up their own plan using the numbers 150 and/
or 1869! 

 
Q:  ISN’T A LEGACY FUND JUST SOMETHING I ACTIVATE IN MY WILL? 
A:  NO.  While remembering United Methodist Women, and even THE LEGACY FUND in your will is al-
ways an option, that is not the only way to leave a legacy.  In fact, donations designated as a result of 
written wills often come to us designated for a certain project that was near and dear to the donor’s heart 
and can then ONLY be used for those purposes. 
 
Q:  WHAT MAKES THE LEGACY FUND DIFFERENT? 
A:  This is a POOLED permanent endowment fund.  This allows small and large gifts to be banded togeth-
er for the sustaining needs of the organization.  Sustaining needs is the key wording.  Funds will not be 
attached to named projects.  Dollars raised through the 2014-2019 Legacy campaign can be used for 
more general purposes.  With such a fund supporting ongoing expenses, dollars of our future members 
can best be used to address the social issues of their day!   

United Methodist Women 

Legacy Funds 
Questions & Answers 
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Q:  WHAT EXACTLY WILL THIS LEGACY FUND BE USED FOR? 
A:  National UMW says it this way….Legacy Fund - 3001147 

“Donations to this endowment fund generate income for United Methodist Women’s mission and advocacy work.  Help ensure 

that tomorrow’s members have the resources they need to put their faith, hope, and love into action.”  

“The Legacy Fund is a forward-thinking permanent endowment with income dedicated to strengthening United Methodist Women. 

Recently a small group of retired deaconesses and former staff and directors have led us to establish a five-year fundraising plan for 

The Legacy Fund. The total program of United Methodist Women is mission. United Methodist Women service, advocacy and 

transformative learning opportunities equip members to be agents of change and promotes the empowerment of women that is es-

sential to address the root causes of so many conditions harming women, children and youth. The Legacy Fund will provide for ad-

ministration of United Methodist Women's grants, scholarships and mission personal and finance technological updates like operat-

ing systems for data and communication, and more. Ensuring a regular source of support for these core expenses will free future 

generations to budget Mission Giving to connect directly with the needs of women, children and youth. It will allow our successors 

to promote Mission Giving in a totally different way.” 
 Harriett Jane Olson, Responsively Yours:  Pass On the Legacy, RESPONSE:  July/August 2014 Issue 

 
Q:  If I AM ON A FIXED BUDGET SHOULD I GIVE TO THE LEGACY FUND INSTEAD OF MAKING A 
PLEDGE TO MISSION GIVING THROUGH MY LOCAL UNIT? 
A:  While our hope is that by allowing contributions of any size to be pooled within the Legacy Fund EVE-
RY member will be able to respond.  But in no case, should this fund replace donations made through 
the five channels of mission giving. 
 
Q:  HOW DO I SEND IN A DONATION FOR THE LEGACY FUND? 
A:  At this time, we are promoting a choice of two avenues: 
  
 1)  Write a separate check payable to United Methodist Women National Office; enter  
Legacy Fund onto the memo line; hand that check to your local treasurer to send through regular dis-
trict/conference channels.  Note:  It is NOT NECESSARY to include a commitment card when making a 
donation through local, district, or conference channels because  the district and conference are identi-
fied on the treasurer’s remittance form.  If you prefer to use the commitment card, the treasurer will send 
the card to National. 
 
OR       

 2)  Write a separate check payable to United Methodist Women National Office; enter  
Legacy Fund onto the memo line; COMPLETE a COMMITMENT CARD; enclose the card and check in 
an envelope and mail BOTH the check and card directly to National UMW, Inc at: 
                                 United Methodist Women 
                                 Attn:  Treasurer’s Office 
               475 Riverside Drive, 15

th
 Floor 

                                 New York, NY  10115 
 
Either way….All donations to the Legacy Fund are tax deductible and you will receive a receipt for tax purposes directly from 
National UMW, Inc.  The OR-ID Legacy Committee receives, directly from National, an annual listing of OR-ID donors 
(without amounts).  Once each year, The OR-ID Legacy Committee will recognize donors by sending our  

thank-you along with a keepsake lapel pin matching the 150 celebration logo.  YOU CAN COLLECT UP TO 

FIVE PINS THIS WAY…by making a donation each of the five years! 
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If you subscribe to the $40.00 Sample Mailing, please take the time to read through this article.  

Many have been asking, “Where’s my 2015 Prayer Calendar and why do I keep getting notices 

that my Program Book is on backorder?”   Let me try to explain. 

Timing is everything they say.  Last year, UMW Mission Resources discontinued the practice of 

sending reminders to renew expiring subscriptions.  All subscriptions would be on a calendar 

year basis; no longer on a 12-month running basis based on when the order was received.   An 

annual cut-off date for subscriptions was set.   Any orders received after that date would be 

considered as orders for the next year.   All valid orders for the current year are filled on a set 

mailing schedule.  All these adjustments were taken as cost-cutting measures. 

 

Current Mailing Schedule  

 Spring Mailing  Late February  New class texts for Mission u that summer 

 Fall Mailing      Early August  Program Book (covering months Sept –Aug) 

                                        Prayer Calendar for the coming year 

                                        Date Book for the coming year 

 

So here’s what happened.   In lieu of getting a postcard reminder from Mission Resources, I 

reminded everyone to renew their subscriptions when I saw you at Mission u and our Annual 

Meeting.  You responded, but unfortunately your order was received after the cut-off date for the 

2014 Fall Mailing.  So that means you did not received the 2015 Prayer Calendar nor did you 

receive the 2014-2015 Program Book.  That’s why you are getting those backorder notices.  

Mission Resources is telling you that your order is not available.  However, you are all set for 

this year!  The 2015 Spring Mailing is scheduled to ship as I write this.  You’ll get the 2015 Fall 

Mailing later this summer. 

The bottom line is that if you still need the 2014-2015 Program Book or the 2015 Prayer 

Calendar, please buy them at your next District event or order directly from Mission Resources. 

If you don’t have a valid subscription for this year, you can take advantage of the extended 

deadline for ordering.  If UMW Mission Resources receives your order prior to April 1, 2015, 

you can still get both the Spring and Fall Mailings for the year. 

I apologize for the inconvenience   I may have caused you by not 

having all the information at the time. 

Roz Collins, Conference Secretary of Program Resources 

(SPR) 

Roz Collins 
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Do you want to know more about what impact your dollars given to Mission Giving have in the world?  

The people and programs featured in response magazine are supported by your Mission Giving.  See the 

January issue of response magazine.  If you do not have access to a hard copy, check 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.org.  Excerpts are available on the web site.  In this issue, read a story about 

Moore Community House in east Biloxi helping mothers and children in Mississippi end the cycle of 

poverty by providing early child care and job training for mothers.  They offer the Women in 

Construction job training program to build a pathway for women to higher paying jobs.  The program 

equips them with national certifications in commercial construction and partners with large employers to 

provide jobs that are secure and pay wages that provide economic security to families. 

In the February issue, Harriett Olson writes about how relationships are a key layer of mission.  She says 

that we don’t just want to be women who just participate in the Reading Program, spiritual growth, and 

supportive fellowship activities.  We also want to act on what we learn. “This involves not just the risk of 

new knowledge but it also involves the risk of examining our own actions and patterns and then acting 

differently.” 

Are we willing to change?  We make plans to reach out to new people.  We experiment with new ways of 

learning.  We work together on issues that are important to equipping women, youth and children to grow 

in the world today.  And we listen deeply to their needs. 

Glory Dharmaraj says that “every mission is two-way.  It is both giving and receiving. The Bible talks 

about mutuality.” (Acts)    She also says “God is a change agent.  We must change with the changing 

times so that we stay relevant.  Jesus Christ is the same unchanging God.”  The church lags behind.  We 

have a cultural gap to overcome.  We need to understand mission today in changing times before we 

undertake and engage in any mission work.  “Christian mission is intentionally relational and deliberately 

mutual.” 

In this same February issue, look at the stories about living with disabilities in the global south.   Read the 

stories of hope and as people living with disabilities and their families struggle for full rights. 

All of these stories are possible because YOU participate in Mission Giving. 

 

Blessings, 

Jo Ann English, Education and Interpretation 

 

Jo Ann English 

Recently, Bob and I watched a movie on Black History called The  Book 

of Negroes.  It was a true story about a little African girl caught and sent 

to America to be a slave during the late 1700's.  During her life, she was 

able to gain freedom and help others obtain freedom.  As I watched this 

movie, I realized once again we are  trying to free slaves.  There are 

women and children being sold into slavery around the world.  As United 

Methodist Women we are involved in trying to stop human trafficking and 

the abuse of women and children.  As you give to your mission pledge, 

part of the money is used in different areas of the world to combat this 

social issue.   We stand together as one voice against all types of 

slavery.  As you give to missions, remember in Matthew, Jesus  calls us to 

help the least. 

May each of you have an enlightened Lent. 

Sandy Flaherty, Treasurer 
 

 

Sandy Flaherty 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Carol Usher 

Mission u is coming!!!!   

The dates for Mission u 2015 will be July 23-26, Nazareth Retreat Center, Boise Idaho and 

August 6-9, Alton Collins Retreat Center, Eagle Creek Oregon. Please note that this year both 

schools will start on Thursday at 1 pm. 

Alton Collins is a great retreat center, has beautiful grounds, wonderful food and has an elevator. 

Early registration is until June 22. The last day to register for Oregon Mission u is July 13. All 

registration is online. You can pay by credit card or check and make payment plans.    Link will 

be sent out in a separate email soon.   

Alton Collins has a limited number of rooms so we will be renting them for Mission u as doubles 

or triple/quad rooms only. The Best Western in Sandy Oregon will take any overflow, anyone 

who would like to be in their own room, and all part-time commuters who need lodging. The 

cost for a double Queen room will be $110 a night plus tax which includes breakfast. Rooms are 

available until July 5. To reserve a room call the Best Western and use United Methodist Women 

Mission u. Anyone who stays at the hotel will want to register for Mission u at Alton Collins as a 

commuter. 

The Idaho registration is included in this issue. Early registration is before July 1.  

Leading Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God will be Rochelle Killett and 

Linda Scheirman. . We live in a time where people search for happiness, multiple techniques are 

shared, some Christians think happiness is unimportant compared to joy while early Methodist 

traditions used the language of happiness often. Rev. Rhoda Pittman Markus will be leading 

Latin America: People and Faith. Latin America is a concept created in the economic and 

political realm, the definition changes depending on the intended goal, loving our neighbor is 

how we love God, we are invited to enter this land knowing it is sacred. Returning to lead The 

Church and People with Disabilities are Dr. Roger Boe and the Rev. Janine DeLaunay. Topics 

of Awareness, Accessibility, and Advocacy range from Biblical perspectives, overviews of living 

with and adapting to varying disabilities, completion of an accessibility audit, and multi-sensory 

worship and education. 

 

If anyone would like to help with music- play guitar, play piano or sing please let me know. 

Bring your dancing shoes and Latin American clothing, join us for a campfire, bring some work 

gloves and have some fun at an ice cream social. There is much to do and learn! 
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Idaho Mission u 2015 Registration Form 
Learning Together for the Transformation of the World 

Nazareth Retreat Center, Boise Idaho – July 23 –26, 2014 

  
Step 1: Provide Contact Information:  
Name: __________________________________________ Age: _________ 

Address:_________________________________________(for attendance statistics only) 

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________ 

E-mail (PLEASEPRINT CLEARLY) _____________________________________________________ 

Local Church:____________________  __________Officer of ___________District/Conference  

Special Needs: 

Dietary Restrictions (specify)___________________________________ 

Step 2: Select days attending (check one) 
____ Full time with two classes     ____Part time with one class –Thursday/Friday 
1:00 p.m. Thursday through 1:00p.m. Sunday                             1:00 p.m. Thursday through 8:30p.m.Friday 

 

____ Part time with one class – Saturday/Sunday 

      8:00 a.m. Saturday through 1:00 p.m. Sunday 

Step 3: Select lodging and meal option (check one) 
____ Full time commuter (lunch and dinner only) -$180     ____ Part time commuter (lunch and dinner only) -$160 

____ Full time (lodging and meals) -$265            ____ Part time (lodging and meals) -$195 

Dinner Thursday through lunch Sunday   Lunch on 1st day through last meal on 2nd day 

Roommate____________________________  

 

Step 4:  Select studies in order of preference (1 through 3): 
____ The Church and People with Disabilities       ____ Advanced Lay Speaking Credit 

____ Latin America: People and Faith      

____ Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God 

 

Step 5: Calculate registration fee: 
Meals and lodging (from Step 3)   _________ 

 

Optional single room: 

  Add $15 for part time or $30 for full time  _________ 

 

Optional gift for Mission u scholarship fund  _________ 

Early registration (before July 1) deduct $15 _________ 

Discount for first time attendee deduct $20  _________ 

Total payable to United Methodist Women  _________ 

 

Step 6: Mail registration form and fees payable to “United Methodist Women” to the registrar: 

Jo Bolen                                         (208) 454-0647 

2805 Twilight Street          zbrinkee@yahoo.com 

Caldwell, ID   83605 
Cancellations and Refunds:  

Fees are fully refundable for cancellations prior to June 21, 2014. Cancellations made after that date will receive a 

50% refund. No refund will be made after Mission u begins. However, registrations are transferable.  

Refunds for cancellations due to emergencies will be considered on an individual basis. 
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CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 

AWARD 

Nomination Criteria - 2015 
 
The Charter for Racial Justice Committee of the Oregon-Idaho Conference United Methodist Women is seeking 

nominees for the annual RACIAL JUSTICE AWARD.  

Criteria: 

~ Activity that broadly exemplifies the implementation of the Charter for Racial Justice “We Will” Statements 

listed below. 

~ Nominee may include any member/constituent/organization of the United Methodist Church located within the 

boundaries of the Oregon/Idaho Conference 

~ The activity may be a one-time event or on-going, but must have taken place within the last year. 

 

An on-line fill-able form is available at http://www.umoi.org/charterforracialjustice For more information, contact 

UMW Conference President Dixie Jacky at dixiejacky@gmail.com or 208 680-5112. 

 

From the Charter for Racial Justice: 

“We will UNITE OUR EFFORTS with all groups in The United Methodist Church to: 

1. Eliminate all forms of institutional racism in the total ministry of the church with special attention given to 

those institutions we support, beginning with their employment policies, purchasing practices and availability 

of services and facilities. 

2. Create opportunities in local churches to deal honestly with the existing racist attitudes and social distance be-

tween members, deepening the Christian commitment to be the church where all racial groups and economic 

classes come together. 

3. Increase our efforts to recruit women of all races into the membership of United Methodist Women and pro-

vide leadership development opportunities without discrimination. 

4. Create workshops and seminars in local churches to study, understand and appreciate the historical and cultur-

al contributions of each race to the church and community. 

5. Increase local churches’ awareness of the continuing needs for equal education, housing, employment and 

medical care for all members of the community and create opportunities to work for these things across racial 

lines. 

6. Work for the development and implementation of national and international policies to protect the civil, politi-

cal, economic, social and cultural rights of all people, such as through support for the ratification of U.N. cov-

enants on human rights. 

7. Support and participate in the worldwide struggle for liberation in the church and community. 

8. Support nomination and election processes that include all racial groups employing a quota system until the 

time that our voluntary performance makes such practice unnecessary.” 

 

The Charter for Racial Justice may be downloaded at:  https://s3.amazonaws.com/umw/pdfs/

RacialJusticeCharter_ENG_D101.pdf 

http://www.umoi.org/charterforracialjustice
mailto:dixiejacky@gmail.com
https://s3.amazonaws.com/umw/pdfs/RacialJusticeCharter_ENG_D101.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/umw/pdfs/RacialJusticeCharter_ENG_D101.pdf


 

Have you been to our website lately? The website has a lot of information that you 

may find useful and enjoyable.  

Would you like to contribute to our website? You can write a story about your UMW 

experience. Send them to jboeseumw@charter.net. How can we make it more user 

friendly...Let me know. 

 

 

Our Facebook page, http://www.facebook.com/OregonIdahoUMW 

 

If you're on Facebook, be sure to "like" United Methodist Women. Follow the link 

above and sign up so that our regular posts will appear on your home page. 

 

 

Do you tweet? So does United Methodist Women! Use this link (https://twitter.com/

UMWomen)  to find our Twitter account @UMWomen. Follow us, tweet with us 

and become a part of the continuing conversation around faith, hope and love in 

action.  

 

PURPOSE 
 

The organized unit of the United 

Methodist Women shall be a community 

of women whose purpose is:  

 to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through 

Jesus Christ;  

 to develop a creative, supportive 

fellowship; and 

 to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global 

ministries of the church 

Our web address is: 

http://www.umoi.org/UMW 
Add it to your favorites! 

Mark your calendar for  

Mission u 2015 

 
July 22-26, 2014 -- Idaho School at 

Nazareth Retreat Center, Boise, ID 

 

August 6-9, 2015 -- Oregon School at 

Alton Collins Retreat Center, Eagle Creek, 

OR. 

 

The three studies this year are: 

• Created for Happiness: 

Understanding Your Life in God 
(Spiritual Growth) 

Latin America: People and Faith 
(Geographic) 

The Church and People with 

Disabilities (Issue- Presented in 2014 and 

offered again in 2015)  

  

http://www.facebook.com/OregonIdahoUMW
https://twitter.com/UMWomen
https://twitter.com/UMWomen
http://www.umoi.org/UMW

