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In honor of National Poetry Month, the Book & Leaf Bookstore in the heart of 
Brandon, will offer a night with the Horace Greeley Writers’ Guild, with feature 
readings by Burnham Holmes and David Mook.  Members of the Guild, B. Amore, 
Ruth Hamilton, Larry Jensen, Tom Sykes, and Bianca Zanella will also present their 
work and we will have our first OPEN MIC – so poetry and prose writers are 
encouraged to share a sampling of their best writing.  All invited to this celebration of 
poetry, and, of course, complimentary tea, coffee and sweets! 
 
Burnham Holmes, author of seventeen books and member of a poetry performance 
group for ten years, will share some of his Shakespearean sonnets celebrating 
contemporary life, often with tongue-in-cheek. “If younger, I would go to Toronto . . . 
Nothing like the need to get up and go, Except, perhaps, the desire to stay put.” Two 
recently published works are One Shining Moment:  Sports Heroes for a Day, a 
HarperCollins original paperback, and the final chapter (“Thee We Praise”: 1990-
2012) in Big Heart: The Journey to Castleton’s Two Hundred and Twenty-fifth 
Birthday.  
 
David Mook will be reading from his newest book, Corn-Pone ‘Pinions (Political 
Poems, Essays and Cartoons) which also features art by Tom O’Brien.  This 
hybrid collection addresses today’s hot issues in pithy, insightful and unique ways. 
The title is drawn from Mark Twain’s essay of the same name, which seems 
uncannily accurate in describing the current political debate.  Mook will also read 
from Each Leaf, a book written to honor his eight-year-old poet-daughter who died 
suddenly. “Fishing,” one of the essays included was recognized as a Notable Essay 
in The Best American Essays, 2000.  
 
Please join us for this very special evening at the Book & Leaf.  Bring your writing to 
the OPEN MIC, and support our community of lovers of the written word. 
 
Bios and Book Blurbs 
 
Burnham Holmes worked in several publishing houses, was Toni Morrison’s 
assistant at Random House, and taught writing and literature at the School of Visual 
Arts in New York City for fifteen years.  For the past nineteen years he has taught 
writing and speech at Castleton University.  In 2011, Burnham’s The Palm Leaf 
Dialogues was a winner of the Nor’Eastern Playwriting Contest.  He has acted in 
twenty plays, and was the first president of Stone Valley Arts. 
 
David Mook started writing poetry after the sudden death of his 8-year-old daughter, 
Sarah, who began writing her poems in kindergarten.  He sponsors the annual 
Sarah Mook Poetry Contest open to students in grades K-12, and has been an 
active board member of the Horace Greeley Foundation, and teaches writing at 
Castleton University.  Awards include Second prize in the Allen Ginsberg Poetry 
Awards and the Marian Gleason Memorial Award from the Poetry Society of 
Vermont. 


