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Artist, Developer Join Forces: Create Pioneer Square Arts Hub  
 
In a twist on the old story of starving artists at the mercy of unfeeling real estate 
magnates, an artist and a local developer join forces to preserve and expand existing art 
studio space and create a vibrant arts hub, in Pioneer Square. 
 
A new partnership, dubbed Good Arts after the "Good Eats" cafeteria that occupied the 
building a century ago, is under contract to purchase the Scheuerman Building at 110 
Cherry Street from current owner Aegis Building LLC. Good Arts is a collaboration 
between three entities: artist Jane Richlovsky of '57 Biscayne and the second-floor 
master lease holder of the building; Greg Smith of Urban Visions Real Estate; and Steve 
Coulter, ACT Theatre Technical Director. The team's collaboration was facilitated by Ali 
Ghambari, Smith's Cherry Street Coffee House partner, who plans to move the coffee 
house into the building, and by Karen True of the Alliance for Pioneer Square. 
 
Richlovsky has maintained a studio in Pioneer Square since 2001; she was among the 
artists who were relocated by the Department of Transportation (DOT) in 2011 from the 
619 Western Building for tunnel construction. She took advantage of the neighborhood's 
then low rental rates and her DOT relocation funds to secure the second-floor master-
lease specifically to provide affordable art studios. With the master lease set to expire 
next year, the new ownership team envisions providing long-term stability to artists—a 
missing component in many urban areas. In Seattle, as in so many cities across the 
country, artists and arts businesses have set the foundation for struggling 
neighborhoods to transform into highly desirable real estate markets, only to be priced 
out of them once this happens. 
 
Both Richlovsky and Ghambari are TEDx speakers. Richlovsky spoke at TEDxPSU 
(Penn State) and compared the creation of permanent arts havens to the American 
Dream, urging artists to take control of their business and real estate dealings. Ghambari 
spoke earlier this year at TEDxKirkland about human connection and community in his 
coffee business. He also received this year's Seattle Center Foundation American 
Dream Award. Smith, who is developing the Weyerhouser headquarters a few blocks 
away, would like to see studio space, and the existing creative energy of the 
neighborhood preserved. The team joined forces to make the vision a reality. 
 
Plans for the building include street-level art galleries and additional pocket retail for 
artists. Long-range plans include restoring the basement performance space (the Skid 
Road Show operated there from 1972 -1982, and a jazz club in the 1940s), and the 
expansion of creative work spaces. The project will not only support a sustainable haven 
for artists in the neighborhood, but also will greatly increase the street presence of arts 
and culture on the block. Good Arts aims to invest in the prosperity of, and foster 
collaboration among creative businesses in Seattle's first neighborhood. 


