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Last fall restoration work was completed on the house at 211 Turner Street in Beaufort, Carteret County.  The 

Turner Street house is Beaufort’s most exuberant example of the Gothic Revival style.  In May 2013 the house 

was purchased by Nelson and Patti Owens with the intention of undertaking minor repair work to use it as rental 

property.  While the Owenses had rehabilitated houses in the past, they had never taken on a historic 

preservation project and knew little about historic preservation in general.  On advice from Town Planner Kyle 

Garner, the Owenses contacted the HPO Eastern Office for guidance on repair work and to investigate the 

possibility of utilizing the state and federal rehabilitation tax credits as part of the project. 

Post-1950 additions and alterations including the application of two layers of synthetic siding had resulted in the 

exterior of the building reflecting little of its original grandeur.  

 

211 Turner St. before rehabilitation 

Fortunately, the interior spaces remained largely intact.  A series of architectural investigations by Restoration 

Specialist John Wood revealed the building’s original configuration and finishes.  The Owenses were amazed at 

what the forensic analysis of the building revealed.  Little did they realize that their growing excitement was the 

first symptom of being infected by the “preservation bug.” 

The Turner Street house was constructed between 1882 and 1885.  Executed in the Gothic Revival style, the 

house consists of a two-story, three-bay, single-pile, center-hall-plan, side-gabled frame dwelling with an 

original two-story rear wing.  The façade elevation features a prominent central cross gable flanked on either 

side by a single gabled dormer.  The central cross gable projects forward from the plane of the façade, creating a 

small central bay.   A porch extended across only the central bay created by the projecting cross gable.  By 1898 

the porch was reconfigured, wrapping around the central bay and extending across the entire width of the 

façade.  This later porch is the porch that remains today. 



As originally constructed, the house was covered with board and batten siding, with the sides of the battens 

slightly beveled.  Above each of the window openings was a decorative triangular-shaped panel or pediment.  

The windows on the first floor were also covered by a gabled hood.  Original window sash had a two-over-two 

pane configuration.1  Physical evidence in the form of an unpainted ghost mark indicated that decorative sawn-

work ornamentation originally existed in the central gable.  

Between 1893 and 1898 a one-story gable-roof frame kitchen wing was attached to the north corner of the two-

story rear wing.  This structure, clad in horizontal weatherboards and having a standing-seam metal roof, stands 

intact today.  Between 1898 and 1904 a one-story wrap-around porch was constructed that extended from the 

east corner of the kitchen to the east corner of the main block of the house.  The portion of this porch on the 

south elevation of the kitchen and the east elevation of the house’s two-story rear wing remains intact. 

After 1950, a series of additions and remodelings resulted in the present-day configuration and plan.  The 

additions included two one-story frame wings at the rear of the house, one for a kitchen and the other for a 

bedroom. The bedroom addition resulted in the removal of a portion of the turn-of-the-century wraparound 

porch. 

As part of the post-1950 remodeling, the original window sashes were removed and the size of the window 

openings reduced.  Reused six-over-six sash windows and window frames were installed in the window 

openings.  The house, kitchen wing, and new additions were covered with asbestos shingle siding applied over a 

layer of tar paper. To accommodate the later siding, the battens were removed, leaving the board sheathing 

intact.  The two most significant changes were the removal of the window hoods and the removal of the first 

story of the projecting bay on the front elevation, which entailed relocating the doorway to an in-filled section 

of the hall that lies in the same plane as the remainder of the first-floor facade.2 The removal of this portion of 

the bay created more space on the porch but reduced the size of the center passage.  Porch decking and plaster 

board were installed in the newly created space on the floor and ceiling, respectively.3  In more recent times the 

asbestos shingle siding was covered with aluminum siding.  As part of the installation of the aluminum siding, 

an aluminum box cornice was created, obscuring the original open cornice configuration and moldings, which 

remained intact beneath the boxing. 

In July 2013, once the architectural investigations had been completed, the Owenses understood the 

architectural significance of the building.  This led them to fully embrace historic preservation and make the 

decision to undertake the academic restoration of the building’s exterior to its 1898-1904 appearance based on 

the surviving physical evidence.   

In accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and based on the evidence and other period-

appropriate designs, Wood prepared a comprehensive exterior restoration plan that included the reconstruction 

of the first-story portion of the projecting bay including its central door opening and single window openings on 

both side elevations. Based on physical evidence and the symmetry of the house, the first-floor portion of the 

projecting bay was sheathed in board and batten siding like the rest of the house.  The front elevation consisted 

of a single double-leaf entrance door.  The side elevations of the first-floor portion of the projecting bay had a 

single window with a decorative triangular panel above the window. 

The restoration was to include the recreation of the missing first-floor window hoods.  While enough physical 

evidence survived to determine the proportions of the window hoods, the precise detailing of this feature was 

                                                           
1 Several original two-over-two window sashes remained in the second floor of the two-story rear wing. 
2 The plaster ceiling of the first-floor portion of the projecting bay remained intact beneath the existing porch ceiling, while the 

masonry piers that supported the central wing remained intact beneath the existing porch flooring. 
3 Physical evidence indicated that the porch ceiling was originally covered with beaded board sheathing.  Remnants of the beaded 

board sheathing and the nailing pattern evidence remained. 



unknown.  Wood found a nearly identical window hood illustrated in Andrew Jackson Downing’s 1850 The 

Architecture of Country Houses. 4 The illustration for Downing’s Symmetrical Cottage Design VII provided 

 

Downing’s “Symmetrical Cottage Design VII” from The Architecture of Country Houses  

 

the details necessary to accurately reconstruct this missing feature.  

Work on other features including siding and decorative trim, windows, porch, and the historic standing-seam 

metal roof were necessary to restore the exterior of the building.  The board-and-batten siding on the two-story 

main block and rear wing was restored by the installation of new beveled-edge battens modeled on the 

remaining portions of historic battens.  The historic horizontal weatherboard wood siding on the one-story 

kitchen wing was repaired and painted.  The siding on the east elevation of the kitchen wing was in poor 

condition.  Where horizontal siding elements were deteriorated beyond repair, they were replaced with 

horizontal wood siding matching the profile, thickness, and exposure of the historic siding.  Areas of decorative 

trim, window drip caps, and window sills that were removed to accommodate the later siding material were 

replicated based on remaining physical evidence, while the historic cornice configuration was exposed by the 

removal of the post-1950 aluminum cornice. 

 

The window openings were restored to their original size and reproduction wooden true-divided-light operable 

sash windows having a two-over-two pane configuration were installed. The reproduction sashes were based on 

the several original two-over-two window sashes that remained in the second floor of the two-story rear wing.  

The historic six-over-six window sashes in the one-story kitchen and in the post-1950 additions were retained in 

place and were re-glazed and painted. 

 

Existing historic features such as the porch and roof were sound and required only minor repairs to preserve 

them.  Work on the porch with its Eastlake-style supports included repair of the existing railing, repair of  

                                                           
4 Downing, Andrew Jackson, The Architecture of Country Houses Originally published in 1850, republished 1969 by Dover 

Publications, Inc., New York, New York. 



 

Eastlake-style porch post 

 

deteriorated porch flooring and the re-installation of beaded-board ceiling sheathing.  The existing historic 

standing-seam metal roof was retained and repaired using a liquid elastomeric roof coating material. 

The completed project is an exemplary historic preservation project and illustrates the benefits of the state and 

federal rehabilitation tax credits.   

 



 

 

211 Turner St. after rehabilitation 

Not only has one of Beaufort’s late nineteenth-century houses been returned to its original splendor, but Nelson 

and Patti Owens have joined the ranks of North Carolina’s historic preservation community.  Nelson and Patti, 

welcome aboard. We are mighty glad to have you! 


