The U.S. Navy has proposed developing
an electronic warfare range which
would create extensive Growler aircraft
traffic from Whidbey Island
across Olympic National Park
to the Pacific Ocean.
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The Navy Plans to Construct an Electronic Warfare Range Covering
Olympic National Park, Olympic National Forest and Western Clallam & Jeﬀerson Counties
What a warfare range will mean:
1. Periodic unannounced closures of portions of Olympic National Forest
for war games, testing and training.
2. Up to 118 Growler jets ﬂying over Olympic Peninsula communities 260
days/year, 8-16 hours/day, day or night, in 5,000 "events"/year. The Navy
has not deﬁned "event". Growlers ﬂy in groups of three. This could mean
15,000 ﬂights/year. Currently there are 1250 ﬂights/year. The Navy must
deﬁne "event".
3. Growlers, the loudest Navy jet, can produce 150 db, enough to cause
instantaneous hearing loss. Navy statistics say they produce 113 db at an
altitude of 1000 feet, well above the 85 db threshold for permanent hearing
loss. Growlers can ﬂy at 1200 feet above ground level in some areas of the
Olympic Peninsula. With three Growlers ﬂying together, local noise levels
will be worse.
4. Ground-based equipment using 15 locations in the Olympic National
Forest will emit enough electromagnetic radiation to melt eye tissue after
brief exposure in close proximity. Growler jet electronic weaponry is far
more powerful.
5. A National Park Service report issued in July 2014 showed that in 2013,
3,085,340 visitors to Olympic National Park spent $245,894,100 in communities near the park. That spending supported 2,993 jobs in the local area.
Visits to the Park increased 17.1% in 2014. Without a clean and quiet
environment this economic success will be a thing of the past.

Alarming eﬀects of a warfare range:
1. A Navy supporting document says, “Friendly Electronic Attack could
potentially deny essential services to a local population that, in turn, could
result in loss of life and/or political ramiﬁcations.”
2. Each jet burns 1304 gallons per hour and produces 12.5 metric tons of
CO2 per hour. This is 23% more than the annual CO2 emissions of a
Washington State citizen.

3. Aircraft aerial maneuvers and their resulting horriﬁc noise on the
western half of the Olympic Peninsula will have an overwhelming
impact on people living in or visiting the area.
4. In both wildlife and humans, eﬀects from loud noise include hearing
loss, increased stress hormones, cardiovascular disease, immune
system compromise and behavioral/psychosocial impacts.
5. One billion birds ﬂy up and down the Paciﬁc Coast Flyway each
year. The eﬀects of loud noise and electromagnetic radiation on their
ability to ﬁnd resting places and to navigate has not been analyzed by
the Navy or the Forest Service.

Why you may not have heard about the Navy’s plans:
1. No public notices were published in any media that directly serve
the northern and western Olympic Peninsula. In the absence of public
comment, the Navy issued a “Finding of No Signiﬁcant Impact.”
2. Neither DNR nor Olympic National Park was consulted in the early
stages of the Navy’s Environmental Assessment. The Navy has not
applied for a permit to use DNR lands.
3. Destruction of neither the “wilderness soundscape” over Olympic
National Park nor property values in areas subject to jet noise are
discussed in any oﬃcial documents.
4. The Navy's EA said the EWR would include electronic surveillance
AND electronic attack, yet none of its environmental documents evaluate the impacts of either electronic surveillance OR electronic attack in
the EWR.
5. The Forest Service has admitted publicly that they have done no
independent scientiﬁc investigation to verify the Navy’s claims.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Email us and volunteer to help! Tell your
friends. Share your concerns on social media. Write letters to
your local newspapers. Contact your elected representatives!

For more information about the Navy’s plans go to facebook.com/protectolypen or westcoastactionalliance.org. To volunteer to help,
contact Save The Olympic Peninsula at savetheolympicpeninsula@gmail.com, or write STOP!, P.O. Box 3133, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

