
 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead at PVUMC 
September 6, 2015 

Community Feast and Pathways 
Kick Off in September 
We invite you to join your PVUMC family 
once a week for dinner beginning  
Wednesday, September 16, as we kick 
off this fall’s Community Feast, and offer 
several Pathways classes after the feast 
with many opportunities to learn and grow 
as Christians. Join us every Wednesday 

(or whenever you’re able) for a buffet-style, casual dinner catered by UMOM’s 
Helpings Café and Catering, a social enterprise business that directly supports 
UMOM programs to end homelessness. Suggested donations are $7.50/adults and 
$3 for children (under 12). Classes and music rehearsals follow the Feast. 

SUNDAY SERMONS IN AUGUST  
Worship at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
Worship at 8:00 & 11:15 am, Chapel  
 

September Worship Series: EPIC 
NEXT SUNDAY – September 13, 2015 
16th  Sunday after Pentecost  
Worship Series: Epic 
Part 2: Adam and Eve/Good and Evil 
Eve Williams 
Scripture: Genesis 2:20-22; 3:1-23 
 

Multi-Faith Food Drive TODAY 
PVUMC is partnering with several  
other faith communities in today’s 9/11 
Valleywide Multi-Faith Food Drive.  
Thank you for helping the hungry in our 
community. Donations will be delivered 
to two small food banks: Extended 
Hands Food Bank in Fountain Hills 
(www.ehfb.org) and Cultural Cup Food 
Bank in Phoenix (www.culturalcup.com). 
 

New Member Orientation  
We’ll offer a New Member Orientation 
on Wednesday, September 16, 6:30- 
9 pm in G2, to give you an opportunity 
to learn more about PVUMC, meet the 
senior pastor and other church leaders, 
and answer your questions about what it 
means to join the church. Afterwards, 
you’ll be invited to become a member on 
Sunday, September 20. RSVP to the 
church office at 602-840-8360. 

Scan this code →  

to go to our website, 

pvumc.org, sermons 

and events calendar.   

http://pvumc.org/connect/worship-services/upcoming-sermons/


 

 

Pathways Kicks Off This Month: Grow, Deepen and Live Your Faith  
The fall 2015 Pathways guidebook will be available in worship Sunday, 
September 13. Check the guidebook for a full schedule of the small groups and 
opportunities under the “Heart, Mind, Soul and Strength” pathways. Choose one 
that will help you grow, deepen and live your faith in community with others here  
at PVUMC. Visit pvumc.org for class information, and read the Looking Ahead and 
E-News for highlights.  
 

Wednesday Night Classes and Children’s Activities Follow the Feast 
Our biggest night this fall will be Wednesday, with five adult learning classes 
scheduled to begin this month, and more in October. We’ll also offer a nine-week 
Servant Seekers program for elementary school children in 1st-6th grades, 
beginning September 23. If you’re interested in getting your child involved in fun, 
hands-on missions projects here at the church, email brenda@pvumc.org. The 
following adult classes start this month at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays: 
 Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University — H1 (begins 9/23; more below) 
 Habits of Emotions and Defenses — H3 (register at arizonaenneagram.org) 
 Joel Osteen’s Break Out! — H4 (begins 9/23; see more in this Looking Ahead) 
 Progressive Christianity — H5 (begins 9/16; see more in this Looking Ahead) 
Choir members are invited to an earlier class meeting at 6 pm in the Perk: 
 After the Feast: Alpha “The Jesus Lifestyle” — This DVD study features Rev. 

Nicky Gumbel talking about the Sermon on the Mount and how it relates to our 
lives today as we strive to be like Jesus. No prior Alpha experience necessary. 
Kim Summers leads; Questions? Contact her at kimsummers77@gmail.com. 

 

Financial Peace University Begins September 23; Register Today 
Jenn and JP Coughlin co-teach Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University class 
on Wednesdays, 6:30-8 pm, beginning September 23. The nine-week class costs 
$93, and includes DVD lessons on how to beat debt, build wealth, invest for the 
future, give like never  before, and much more. The FPU video curriculum taught 
by financial expert Dave Ramsey incorporates small group discussions that help 
encourage accountability and discipleship. The course is fun and practical. You are 
welcome to attend our first session on September 23 to learn more about this life-
changing course even if you’re not yet ready to commit, but are interested. Sign up 
online at: http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/class/1004275/atid/l_mi . 

 

PVUMC Book Group Meets Monday, September 14 
Due to the Labor Day weekend, the September meeting of the 
PVUMC Book Group will be Monday, September 14, and the 
discussion will be on All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony 
Doerr. Join us at 12 noon in G2, the church library, for a chat, and 
stay for the hour-long discussion beginning at 12:15 pm. Fran 
Clark is the moderator, but members take turns guiding monthly 
discussions. Call Fran Clark, 480-945-6955, to find out more.  

 

 

Let brotherly [and sisterly] love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. — Hebrews 13:1-2 
 

Meet Lifelong Friends at “Dinner for 6” 
The best thing about PVUMC is the wonderful people that make up our 
congregation, and the Fellowship and Connectional Ministry team has a great 
opportunity to meet some new friends in Christ who will brighten up your life. 
Best of all, your first dinner is on us if you sign up to host now!*  
 
“Dinner for 6” brings together a group of people every two or three months to 
break bread and celebrate community. The groups of six singles, three 
couples, or three families are created based on what part of town you live in, 
so you don't have to drive an hour to meet up. Families who have children of 
similar ages are also grouped together. Questions? Contact Chris LaMont, 
thechrislamont@aol.com, 602-373-3456. Sign up for “Dinner for 6” by filling 
out the form below and dropping it in the offering plate OR visit us online at 
SignUpGenius: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4faba62fa02-dinner. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  

 I am interested in participating in Dinner for 6:  (circle one):  

Single Couple      Family (children age 4 and under) 
        Family (children ages 5-12) 
        Family (children ages 13-18) 

 I am willing to host the first meeting  (circle one):   Yes Not now 

       * Say “Yes” and we’ll provide you with a $50 Fry’s gift card! 
 

Name(s): _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________ Phone: ________________ 
 
My Home’s Major Cross Streets: __________________________________ 
 

http://arizonaenneagram.org/recurring-classes/habits-of-emotion-and-defenses/
mailto:kimsummers77@gmail.com
In%209%20action-packed%20lessons,%20you'll%20learn%20how%20to%20beat%20debt,%20build%20wealth,%20invest%20for%20the%20future,%20give%20like%20never%20%20before,%20and%20much%20more!%20FPU%20consists%20of%20a%20nine-week%20video%20curriculum%20taught%20by%20fi
mailto:thechrislamont@aol.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4faba62fa02-dinner


 

 

 

 

 

Joys: 
God’s creation 
 
Hospitalized: 
Tonya DeBusk, wife of Jim DeBusk 
Cliff Freyermuth 
 
Hospice Care: 
Charlane Stevens, wife of Lloyd Dill 
 
Deaths: 
Eleanor Hatfield, grandmother of  
     Deborah Lex 
 
Our Church: 
Fall Pathways classes and programs 
 
Our Community, Nation and World: 
Wildfires in western states 
Family and friends serving in the military 
 
To donate flowers to mark a special occasion, 
or in honor or in memory of someone, contact 
Ginny Andrews, 602-996-4494.  

Continuing Concerns:  
Mark Alderson, grandson of Bob and Audrey 
Alderson; Joel Antley; Michael Blank, brother 
of Debby Kidwell; Neola Beckerleg; Michelle 
Donnelly, sister of Kim Summers; Kathy 
Fortune, friend of Carol Duff; Roberta 
Gilmore, granddaughter of Al & Alberta 
Hagerman; Betty Hoyt, niece of Betty Long; 
Jim Judge, son of Carmy Judge; Carolyn 
Lasley, mother of Teri Lasley; Gary Lasley, 
brother of Teri Lasley; Nan Range; Rich 
Sigtermans; Jason Tracy, cousin of Amy 
Powell; Jeremy Zimmerman and family, son 
of Carol Zimmerman 
 

Prayer Requests 
Our pastors, staff, and prayer team members 
(200+) offer prayer in response to requests  
received. If you have a prayer request, fill out 
the prayer pew pocket card and put it in the 
offering plate, visit http://pvumc.org/contact/
prayer-requests/ to fill out a request online, or 
call the church office at 602-840-8360, ext 
132. Email Gretchen at gholt@pvumc.org to 
join our prayer team.  
  

Pastors on Call 24/7 
We have a pastor on call 24/7. When you  
call the office, 602-840-8360, after hours,  
follow the instructions or press “2” and leave  
a message to have a pastor return your call.  
 

Chancel Flowers 
Flowers are given by… 
Donna and Don Brandenberg in celebration of 
their anniversary and Donna’s birthday.  
 
The Hatfield, Lunt & Lex families in loving 
memory of Deborah Lex’s grandmother, 
Eleanor Hatfield, with deep appreciation for 
the many prayers and support during her long 
illness. 
 
Courtney Sucato, in loving memory of her 
mother, Marion Harrison. 

Website / 
Social Media 
Scan the code to the right to 
go directly to our website at 
pvumc.org. Our bulletins are online at the 
“News” tab. Click on this web address:  
http://pvumc.org/news/newsletter-e-news-
and-bulletins/ to access them online. The 
Desert Scroll, our bimonthly newsletter, and 
the weekly Looking Ahead are available 
there too, as is the weekly From Paradise  
E-news, which is emailed every Friday.  
 
Subscribe to our email list via the  
subscription form on our website. 

 
Find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/
ParadiseValleyUMC or follow 
us on Twitter @PVUMC  

Inviting Prayers of Intercession 

http://pvumc.org/contact/prayer-requests/
http://pvumc.org/contact/prayer-requests/
mailto:gholt@pvumc.org
http://pvumc.org/
http://pvumc.org/news/newsletter-e-news-and-bulletins/
http://pvumc.org/news/newsletter-e-news-and-bulletins/
https://www.facebook.com/ParadiseValleyUMC
https://www.facebook.com/ParadiseValleyUMC


 

 

Sunday, September 6, 2015   
Adult Bible Study    8:00AM A2 
Worship Service    8:00AM C1 
SPIRIT Sunday School   9:30AM F8 
Worship Service    9:30AM A1 
Children's Classes    9:30AM  
     (*See the next column for classrooms) 
Mini Singers  10:30AM E9 
Youth Handbell Rehearsal 10:30AM A3 
Bible, Beliefs and Beyond 11:00AM F5/6 
Covenant Group  11:00AM F8 
Immersion Bible Study 11:00AM H5 
Wesley Sunday School 11:00AM G2 
Ignite Worship Service 11:15AM C1 
Young Adult Outing    1:00PM  
Youth Choir Rehearsal   4:00PM A4 
 
Monday, September 7, 2015   
Labor Day - Office Closed  
  
Tuesday, September 8, 2015  
Preschool    9:00AM  
Yoga for Everyone    9:00AM H1 
Staff Meetings    9:00AM G2 
Caring Bible Study  10:30AM A2 
Welcome Team Meeting   5:00PM A2 
PSPRC Meeting    5:30PM G2 
Adult Learning Ministry Team   6:30PM H4 
New Member Ministry Team    6:30PM F8 
Worship, Music & Fine Arts  
     Team Meeting    7:00PM A2/3 
 
Wednesday, September 9, 2015  
Preschool    9:00AM  
Susanna Circle    9:30AM A2 
Pastor's Bible Study 10:30AM F8 
Paradise Singers Rehearsal 11:00AM A4 
Prayer Ministry Team 11:30AM F5/6 
Sojourners    4:00PM G2 
Music Makers    4:30PM A4 
Bells of Paradise Rehearsal   6:00PM A3 
Discipleship Strategy Team   6:00PM G2 
Women's AA    7:00PM F5/6 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal   7:30PM A4 
 
 

Thursday, September 10, 2015  
Men's Breakfast Bible Study   7:00AM F5/6 
Preschool    9:00AM  
Lunch Conversations 12:00PM G2 
How Big is God?  
     Journey of the Universe   6:30PM H1 
Marketing & Communications  
     Ministry Team Meeting   6:30PM H5 
 
Friday, September 11, 2015   
Preschool    9:00AM  
 
Saturday, September 12, 2015  
Women's Emmaus Team Mtg   8:30AM F1  
    F5/6 
Foundations of the Ennegram  
     Personality Types   9:00AM H1 
 
A1=Sanctuary      C1=Chapel 
E14=Youth Lounge      F1=Sanctuary 
F8=Fireside Room      G2=Library 
 

* Children’s 9:30 am Classes  
 2-year-olds = E8 
 3-year-olds = E7 
 4s & 5s = E4 
 Kinder = E12/13 
 1st & 2nd grades = E10/11 
 3rd & 4th grades = H4 
 5th & 6th grades = H6 
 Praise Singers: 10:20-10:45 am = H1 
 
Childcare available with a 48-hour RSVP: 
Kathy Ratliff, 602-840-8360, ext 134. 

 
Serendipities Opens September 13 
Shop at Serendipities’ Grand Reopening, 
Sunday, September 13. The doors open 
at 9 am! Stop by to pick up your favorite 
things and see what’s new. All proceeds 
benefit missions.  
 
 

Events this Week at PVUMC 
 

 

Learn About the Divine and Progressive Christianity, September 16 
Keith Sobraske and Stu Selthun lead a new weekly class on the broad theme 
of “Progressive Christianity,” Wednesdays beginning September 16. Following 
the Community Feast, you’re invited to join them in H5 at 6:30 pm as they 
begin to explore themes such as process theology, “Dancing with the Divine,” 
and “Listening to Diverse Voices: Exploring Varieties of Sacred Experience.” 
Questions? Please contact the leaders, Keith at ksobraske@thinkiri.com or 
Stu at stu.selthun@cox.net.  
 

Joel Osteen’s Break Out! Class Begins Wednesday, September 23 
The new bestseller by Joel Osteen, Break Out!, provides five keys to go be-
yond your conscious and subconscious self-imposed barriers. Break Out! is an 
easy-to-read book that blends Christian grace with modern psychology. Most 
people never come close to reaching their full potential. Joel Osteen explains 
why, providing practical steps and encouragement for creating a happier, more 
prosperous life without limitations. Dare to believe, adopt a break through atti-
tude, expect better, pray bold prayers, trust Gods promises, and make a plan. 
Dave and Deborah Lex, along with Roger McKee, lead this Wednesday night 
class beginning September 23 at 6:30 pm in H4. 
 

Men Invited to Renewal Weekend in Prescott this September 
The Desert Southwest Conference Men’s Renewal Weekend in Prescott, Ari-
zona, focuses on the theme of “Men: A Body, Mind and Spirit-based look at 
His Aging Creation.” Join us Friday through Sunday, September 25-27, at the 
United Christian Youth Camp, in Prescott, AZ. The cost is $155 for lodging and 
five meals; discounts are available. Register by September 5 for a $10 dis-
count. Men ages 13 and up are welcome. Those under age 18 must be ac-
companied by an older adult. Last year, we asked men, "What kind of a pro-
gram would you like to have in 2015?" The response was "Men’s Issues." So 
we'll be looking at what makes men tick — in body, mind and spirit. Register at 
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/united-methodist-men or  
pick up a form at the church office. 
 

Walk for Homeless Families on September 26 at the Phoenix Zoo 
Join the PVUMC team and the UMOM Walk for Homeless Families on Satur-
day, September 26 at the Phoenix Zoo. Every year, PVUMC sends a group of 
50 or more walkers to join thousands of others to raise awareness about family 
homelessness, and raise money for UMOM and its work to end homelessness 
in our own community. This year, team PVUMC hopes to register 50 walkers 
and raise $5,000. Register by Monday, September 14 to receive the early-
bird rate, $25/adult or $20/student. To find out more, to donate, or to join  
our team, visit https://www.umom.org/event/walk-for-homeless-families/.  
Questions? Email Pam Selthun, PVUMC team captain, at pam@pvumc.org.  

mailto:ksobraske@thinkiri.com
mailto:stu.selthun@cox.net
http://desertsouthwestconference.org/united-methodist-men
https://www.umom.org/event/walk-for-homeless-families/
mailto:pam@pvumc.org


 

 

 

 

Lunch Conversations Meet in the Library on Thursdays 

Lunch Conversations resumed on Thursday, September 3 in the church 
library, G2, 12-1:15 pm. Bring a lunch and join us for weekly lectures and 
discussions on living our lives intentionally. We discuss the Enneagram as it 
relates to spiritual and individual growth.   

 

Free Yoga Classes on Tuesdays  
Kimberly Kent, a certified Hatha yoga  
instructor and lifelong yoga practitioner,  
will be teaching a free, 8-week series explor-
ing the Chakra system beginning Tuesday, 
September 8. This will be an all-levels class 
of basic postures and stretching, sprinkled 

with teachings and instruction about balancing the seven energy centers of 
the body. The class meets every Tuesday, 9-10:15 am in H1. You will need 
a mat, a belt and a set of blocks. Questions? Please contact Rev. Andrea 
Andress, andrea@pvumvc.org.  
 

PVUMC Hosts Arizona Enneagram Association Programs 
This fall, PVUMC hosts several AEA programs. On Saturday, September 
12, 9 am-5 pm, Rev. Andrea Andress leads “Foundations of the Enneagram 
of Personality Type.” If you’ve ever wondered why others don’t see things 
the same way you do, this class is for you! The cost is $80 per person and 
includes all materials, but you should bring a sack lunch. If you’ve attended 
before, and bring a friend, the class is free for you. An Enneagram MeetUp 
is offered on the 3rd Thursday of each month, 6:30-8:45 pm in H1. Class 
information and registration is on the AEA website. The cost per MeetUp is 
$15. Join us on September 17 for “Relationships and the Body Center,” led 
by Christy Strauch. Register at: arizonaenneagram.org . 
 

Sam Henderson Speaks to Young Adults about His Journey 
Sam Henderson was a recent high school graduate when he decided to  
take some time off to travel. Come hear about his journey, which included 
volunteer and service project experiences in Asia and Africa, on Sunday, 
September 13, 12:30-2 pm in H1. Learn how travel can change you and 
lead to unexpected revelations about yourself and others, and how faith  
can be a part of the journey too. 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study Begins on Wednesday, September 9 
Pastor Eve Williams will be preaching Sunday, September 13, and invites 
you to join her at the inaugural Pastor’s Bible Study this week at 10:30 am in 
the Fireside Room, F8. The clergy have started a new worship series on 
Epic Bible stories. Next Sunday’s theme is story of Adam and Eve.  
 

mailto:andrea@pvumvc.org
http://arizonaenneagram.org/special-event-aea-meetup/

