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Martin Randal is an exclusive agent and 
personal financial representative for 

Allstate. His office is located in Pinebridge 
Commons in Upper St. Clair.
Marty was born in Pittsburgh and raised in 
Scott Township. He attended Our Lady of 
Grace Catholic School and Chartiers Valley 
High School. He planned to attend John Car-
roll University in Ohio after graduation. Dur-
ing high school, Marty started to experience 
back pain unlike the typical aches and pains 
associated with being an athlete. According to 
Marty, “My family was concerned, but I tried 
to shrug it off. I couldn’t imagine being sick, 
and I hadn’t injured myself. The pains became 
more intense yet I battled in silence for about 
a year because I didn’t want to appear weak to 
my friends, and I didn’t want them thinking it 
was all in my head.”
During his senior year, Marty was out with 
friends and he experienced such severe back 
pain he had to go home. His parents took 
him to the emergency room the next day. 
The doctors ran tests and discovered he had 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma which is a blood can-
cer that starts in the lymphatic system.
Marty’s doctors removed his spleen (a course 
of treatment rarely recommended today). 
Next, he began six rounds of chemotherapy 
followed by two rounds of daily radiation 
treatments. Marty managed to complete high 
school, but he was forced to defer his admis-
sion to John Carroll University in order to 
complete his cancer treatments. He was ac-
cepted at Duquesne University and took four 
classes. Friends and family rallied together to 
provide encouragement and support.
Nine months later, Marty’s cancer was in 
remission, but at close to six feet tall, he was 
barely 120 pounds. Ten months after his can-
cer diagnosis, Marty was able to go to Cleve-
land to attend John Carroll University where 
he completed his degree in economics. 
Marty began his career with Mellon in their 
corporate trust unit. After two and a half 
years he switched to securities lending acting 
as a trader. He did this for another two and 
a half years while attending the University of 
Pittsburgh at night to earn his MBA.
After attaining his MBA, Marty entered Mel-
lon’s credit training program for large corpo-
rate banking. He moved to Philadelphia and 
worked in the city for three years. 
Marty was ready for a new challenge when he 
was given the opportunity to return to Pitts-
burgh. He was given a large territory which 
included Chicago. From 1998 through 2004 
Marty was traveling roughly thirty weeks a 
year selling asset management, record keep-
ing, pension and 401K products to corpora-

tions and consulting on traditional banking 
business.
In 2004, Marty was recruited by Citizen’s 
Bank to help co-start a group focusing on 
lending to non-profits. He was intrigued by 
the idea and the project appealed to his entre-
preneurial spirit. 
In 2005, Marty returned to Mellon and work-
ing with insurance companies in underwrit-
ing and marketing. By 2007, the Bank of New 
York and Mellon combined to form BNY 
Mellon and Marty moved to its non-profit 
group just before the financial banking crisis 
which significantly impacted lending to non-
profits. In 2010, he was covering the health-
care industry and he was displaced around 
Labor Day in 2012.
While Marty was looking for a new career, a 
friend suggested buying an insurance agency. 
Marty liked the idea of owning his own busi-
ness, so he decided to look for a partner com-
pany with a strong dedication to the commu-
nity. After careful review, he selected Allstate. 
Instead of buying an agency, Marty opted to 
start his business from scratch. It was risky 
since there was no initial class flow. 
He opened the office on November 1, 2013. 
Marty’s mission statement is simple – be in-
volved in the community, offer superior cus-
tomer service, and deliver the highest quality 
products and services. In only two years, the 
business is now an Allstate premier agency 
with customer survey responses in the top 3% 
of Allstate nationally.
After several years of trying to return to nor-
mal after his battle with cancer, Marty real-
ized he would have to accept a “new normal” 
which included periodic bloodwork and 
cancer screening tests; permanent physical 
changes caused by the side effects of chemo-
therapy and radiation; and the unspoken fear 
that the cancer could return anywhere in his 
body at any time. He also had to deal with the 
deaths of friends...friends who were fellow 
survivors, and friends of friends whom he got 
to know along the way.
In 1992, two friends were diagnosed with 
cancer and passed away months later. Marty 
was hit hard by these losses. In Philadelphia, 
he tried to become active fund raising for 
cancer research and giving back to the com-
munity of cancer survivors. Being in a new 
city and traveling for work made it harder to 
make the necessary connections. 
In 2001, Marty’s dad was diagnosed with 
Myeloma, a type of cancer that begins in the 
bone marrow. It is a cancer of plasma cells, 
which are a type of white blood cells. After 
four years, he passed away.

By Fran Joyce

Marty with his nephew Brendan Pacalo, a USC 
Sophomore, at a Special Olympics golf tournament at 
Cool Springs.

Marty with his nephew Kevin Randal and Bishop 
Zubik at Kevin’s Confirmation at Our Lady of Grace, 
February 2016. Photo by Jill Randal
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Marty presents South Fayette Commissioner Lisa Grosso-
Malosh and Brian Harman of the Children’s Hospital 
Foundation with an Allstate Foundation donation of $1,000 
to the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation

Marty presents Brian Harman of the Children’s Hospital 
Foundation a check for $1200 from the Rotary Club of 
Bridgeville-South Fayette
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After his father’s death and the deaths 
of so many friends and acquaintances, 
Marty felt he had to do something. 
He looked for ways to give back to his 
community and discovered Gilda’s 
Club (now Our Clubhouse). Marty 
learned about their mission to provide 
a warm and welcoming environment 
for everyone who has been touched by 
cancer. Individuals living with cancer at 
any age, their family members and the 
friends who care for them, can receive 
the social, emotional and informational 
tools they need, free of charge. Our 
Clubhouse provides support groups, 
workshops, education and social activi-
ties for all those diagnosed with cancer 
and the people who support them. 
Marty organized a group of family 
and friends and together they created 
Our Glass is Half Full. The group be-
gan raising funds for Our Clubhouse. 
Since 2010, they have raised close to 
$100,000. Marty now serves on the Our 
Clubhouse board of directors.
Marty works diligently to raise funds 
and promote cancer awareness for 
Children’s Hospital, and he serves on 
the Cancer and Blood Disorders Auxil-
iary board. He speaks to groups of can-
cer patients and their families offering 
hope and support for what lies ahead.
The long term survival rates for teen-
agers and young adults who are diag-
nosed with cancer have not seen the 
same improvement as other cancer 
demographics. As a thirty-two year 
survivor, Marty is a welcome anomaly 
and a source of hope and inspiration 
for many survivors. It is a responsibility 
he does not take lightly. 
Despite his many years of remission, 
Marty is still dealing with the long term 
physical side effects of his cancer treat-
ments. Unfortunately, the long term 
effects of chemotherapy drugs and ra-
diation on the body are only partially 
documented. There is very little being 
done for survivors post treatment, but 
there have been improvements. 
Marty started a blog to raise aware-
ness for adolescents and young adults 
with cancers and the long term side 
effects of cancer treatments. He writes 
honestly about what it’s like to live with 
the fear of a re-occurrence and why it’s 
important to give back to the cancer 
community. He also lets people know 
about upcoming fundraisers.

Marty is proud to serve in his ninth 
year with Special Olympics golf coach-
ing his nephew Brendan Pacalo.
With the support of Allstate, he is able 
to support other worthy causes in the 
community such as the Special Olym-
pics. Through Allstate, he recently part-
nered with the Mt. Lebanon and Bethel 
Park Police Departments to hold events 
such as softball and basketball games to 
raise funds for Special Olympics. 
Last year, Marty partnered with Mt. 
Lebanon Police officers and Allstate 
Insurance employees to spend Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day helping seniors 
with tasks around their homes. 
As a member of the Bridgeville Rotary 
Club, he helped plan and organize a 
chili cook-off in the fall that raised 
money which will be donated to local 
organizations including a recent check 
for $1200 for Children’s Hospital. 
Marty’s efforts have been recognized 
by Allstate; in 2014, Allstate Agency 
Hands in the Community Grants were 
awarded to the Children’s Hospital 
Pittsburgh Foundation, Gilda’s Club/
Our Clubhouse of Western Pennsylva-
nia, and Special Olympics of Pennsyl-
vania, Inc. Three more awards were 
made in 2015. 
On the rare occasions he is not work-
ing or volunteering in his community, 
Marty enjoys spending time with fami-
ly and friends, reading books by Robert 
Ludlum and works of non-fiction, play-
ing golf, going to the beach, and travel-
ing. He has been to thirty eight states 
and three foreign countries. He also en-
joys sports and watching the University 
of Pittsburgh sports teams. To stay in 
shape, Marty works out and walks.
Marty’s latest project in connection 
with the Children’s Hospital of Pitts-
burgh Foundation is Cure Rock, a 
benefit concert for pediatric and AYA 
oncology to be held at the Hard Rock 
Café downtown on Thursday March 
31, 2016. Visit www.curerock.org for 
details.
For more information about Our Club-
house, visit their website, www.our-
clubhouse.org. Donations are accepted 
on-line or checks made payable to Our 
Clubhouse can be mailed to Our Club-
house at 2816 Smallman St. Pittsburgh. 
PA 15222. Marty with his parents after he 

received his MBA from the University 
of Pittsburgh. Photo by Jack Pacalo

Marty with his brother Chris, 
his sister Eileen, and their 
Grandmother, the inspiration and 
symbol of strength for the family.

Marty and Former Pittsburgh Pirate 
Neil Walker at a Pirate’s fund raiser at 
Our Clubhouse in 2012.

Marty with his Mom at UnWINEd 2015, 
a fun event raising money and awareness 
for Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.
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Marty in a photo taken by his dad - 
Marty’s favorite photographer.

Marty with his mom, his sister Eileen, and brother Chris at Our Glass is Half 
Full 2014. Raising awareness and money for Our Clubhouse

Marty and his Dad at the last Steelers game in 
Three Rivers. His dad was a big Steelers fan!

Our Clubhouse fund raiser - Marty with other key contributors, his sister 
Eileen, Annika Mancini, and Raquel Snyder at Our Glass is Half Full – an 
amazing event in 2013. Photo by Chris Randal


