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A section of a city street in Alton, IL was dedicated May 2 to the late educator, 
first black elected alderman and first black Alton comptroller James M. Bailey Sr. (’39), 

marking a century after his birth. 
Unveiled were burgundy, “James M. Bailey Sr. Memorial Way” signs with white 

lettering at two ends of Salu Street — on the east side of Washington Avenue and across 
Humbert Street to the west. Salu Street in that area runs south of James H. Killion Park 

at Salu. 
 

Bailey’s son, Associate Judge Duane Bailey — who still lives in the home his 
father built on Salu — and great-granddaughter Sasha Brown of Denver, each unveiled 
one of the signs at the ceremony.  Alton Mayor Brant Walker read two proclamations, 

one for each (end).  Duane Bailey, 59, said his father would be pleased at the recognition.  
“One of Dad’s goals was to reach 100, he would have succeeded this May 5, which is 
why we set this date (May 2)” for the ceremony, he said. “In his mind, he reached that 

goal. He would have been very pleased to know people remember him and thought 
enough of him to have a portion of a street named for him.” Bailey also is survived by a 

second son, Dr. James M. Bailey Jr., of California. 
 

Bailey died Aug. 10, 2012 at age 97. Born in Trenton, Tenn., he lived in Alton for 
more than 71 years. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Lincoln University in Jefferson 
City, Mo., in 1939, and a master’s from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
in 1948. Bailey was an educator in Alton public schools for 38 years, including teaching 
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and coaching basketball at the junior high level. He was principal of Lovejoy Elementary 
and the former Central High School, and supervising principal of all elementary schools. 

 
He was the first African-American assistant superintendent of schools; chairman 

of the steering committee that founded Lewis and Clark Community College; formed the 
steering committee that founded Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville; co-founded 

Elijah P. Lovejoy Memorial scholarship organization; and assisted in planning and 
implementing the Alton school desegregation program. The library at Alton High carries 

his name. Bailey also served 10 years on the City Council and on the Hayner Public 
Library District Board of Trustees. He received numerous awards during his lifetime, 

including the Kimmel Leadership, Alton Human Relations, NAACP Outstanding 
Citizen, Madison County Urban League and 100 Black Men awards. 

 


