
 

 

The Ojai Valley Green Coalition presents: Beneficial Bugs and Why We Need Them 

 

Part 1: The Monarch Butterfly at Risk 

 

Bugs are not all villains. In fact without beneficial insects 

our food system could not exist. This is the first of a three-

part Green Coalition series on beneficial bugs and why we 

need to support them in our environments. 

 

The iconic sign of spring, the Monarch butterfly, is in 

danger. Why should we care? Because butterflies are 

beneficial bugs. They are one of the pollinators of our 

ecosystem, without which our food system would collapse. 

Although the Monarch population has been on the decline 

for decades their situation is now dire. 

 

On February 9 of this year, Dan Ashe, Director of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (US FWS), 

announced the “precipitous decline of the Monarch” butterfly calling their peril “an ominous sign for 

natural systems on the North American continent.” According to the US FWS, the Monarch population 

has declined 90% since the 1990’s due to a reduction in suitable milkweed habitats where they must lay 

their eggs. Ashe went on to announce a new partnership with the National Wildlife Fund to launch 

“Save the Monarch” and the founding of a 1.2 million dollar Monarch Conservation fund, the first of 

its kind. The program is called “Save the Monarch.” 

 

According to the US FWS, Monarch declines are a result of numerous habitat threats due to 

agricultural practices, overdevelopment and cropland conversion. This new cooperative effort will 

build a network of conservation partners and stakeholders to protect and restore important Monarch 

habitat reaching out to Americans of all ages to play a central role. By conserving and connecting 

habitat for Monarchs many plants and animals will benefit, including critical insect and avian 

pollinators, and future generations of Americans. The Service pledged an additional $2 million in 

immediate funding for on-the-ground conservation projects around the country. 

 

What can we do? According to the Monarch Joint Venture (MJV), a partnership of federal and state 

agencies, non- governmental organizations, and academic programs: you can plant milkweed and 

native flowers, avoid insecticides and herbicides, and because the Ojai Valley is an overwintering site 

consult a Monarch expert before you trim your trees. You can also become a citizen monitor by 

contacting the MJV at monarches@xerces.org. 

 

Local, Juliana Danaus, has taken up the cause and created a registered Monarch waystation on her Ojai 

balcony. Waystations are places that provide resources necessary for Monarchs to produce successive 

generations and sustain their migration. 

 

“Monarch larva will only feed on milkweed leaves,” said Danaus, whereas “adults will feed on a wide 

variety of flowers, flower nectar and water.” She has several cages and brings them in and out during 

the pupa process. Danaus says she’s been involved with Monarchs since childhood although it’s pretty 

easy to educate yourself. She did most of her research on the web. Danaus has two more waystations in 

the works, one at the Valley of the Moon community garden at Help of Ojai’s West Campus, and one at 

the Ojai Police Station. 

 

 



 

 

According to the US FWS, “every backyard can become an oasis for Monarchs and other pollinators… 
schools, youth and community groups, businesses, and state and local governments can engage in 

planting native milkweed and protecting Monarch habitat along roadsides, rights of way, and other 

public and private lands.” 

 

Bottom line: the Monarchs need us to heed the call and plant milkweed (Asclepias spp.) If we don’t act 

the US FWS warns, “this amazing animal could disappear in our lifetime.” 

 

The Green Coalition invites milkweed seed savers to our annual Seed & Plant Swap on February 28 to 

share any extra you have. Visit ojaivalleygreencoalition.org for complete event details. 

 

Further resources on Monarchs and milkweed seeds: 

xerces.org/milkweed-seed-finder 

fws.gov/savethemonarch 

monarchwatch.org/waystations 

facebook.com/Monarcharc 

http://www.ojaivalleygreencoalition.org/

