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Sustainability is key to the mission
of the Ojai Valley Green Coalition —
sustainability in terms of natural resources
and to learn to use only what we need. This
focus also carries into the day-to-day opera-
tions of the Coalition in terms of meeting our
mission while using our resources wisely,
evaluating our programs, and making wise
financial choices. This was the main topic of
our 2012 Board Retreat. This Annual Report
is a summary of how we did.

2012 was a great year for the Ojai Valley
Green Coalition! We have been successful
in establishing new partnerships with the
Ojai Film Festival and the Community En-

vironmental Council and continue to nurture relationships with other
local environmental nonprofits like the C.R.E.W., Food for Thought,
the Ojai Unified School District, and the City of Ojai. We were grateful
to receive a $10,000 donation for a matching challenge and were suc-
cessful in raising the matching funds to meet our goals for our Annual
Membership Drive. Our volunteer base grew and so did our apprecia-
tion for all the volunteer hours spent at events, as well as welcoming
visitors at the Resource Center, working on databases, helping with so-
cial media, and organizing a growing lending library. 

The Ojai Valley Green Coalition launched the first Solarize Ojai
project this year coordinated by the Community Environmental Coun-
cil in Santa Barbara, and based on the success of the 2012 program, the
Coalition will be partnering with CEC again to offer another Solarize
Ojai program in 2013!

Coalition volunteers led efforts in public outreach, working with
City staff, and attending City Council meetings to advance the Single-
Use Carryout Bag ordinance, which went into effect July 1, 2012. Oth-
ers are working on the Exterior Lighting Ordinance, which is still being
reviewed. 

Our Advisory Board met and is actively contributing their ideas
and expertise for expanding our programming and building a growing
membership base and a solid financial foundation to build upon. Their
input has been invaluable.

The Summer Film Series offered four new and exciting films about
impacts to our culture and environment. We held regular Community
Gatherings — potluck events sharing food and new ideas. This was the
first year that the Coalition sponsored a Seed Swap. It’s been a busy year.

The future of the Coalition depends upon our members and our
volunteers. When I think about how many people’s lives we touch,
making connections, and building relationships, it’s astounding! We
are proud of our achievements and look forward to continued growth
and initiating projects that will carry Ojai into the future as a sustain-
able valley and a model green community.

Marleen Luckman, President
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Marleen Luckman
OVGC Board President

COMMUNITY SERVICE
• January:  4th annual Recycling and 

E-waste Collection event
• February:  1st annual Seed Exchange 
• October:  5th annual Ojai Day Bike Valet 

on the ‘Go Green’ block

EDUCATIONAL EVENTS
• February:  Community Potluck & Program -

How to Save Energy, Save Money and Save the Planet
• March: World of Citrus workshop
• April:  Produced Earth Day celebration in

partnership with Oak Grove School, Food for
Thought and Ojai Valley Land Conservancy

• May:  Community Potluck & Program: 
How a Resilient Watershed Faces Drought: 
the Ventura River Story

• July:  2nd annual jam canning class 
with Thunderbird Farms

• July – Sept:  
Summer Film 
Series 
sponsored by
Nutiva

• October:  4th

annual Green 
Home & 
Building Tour 
& Home Show

• November:  
Hosted Ojai 
Film Festival 
Focus Earth
screening of Eating Alabama

• November:  Community Potluck & Program 
Exploring a Food Cooperative for the Ojai Valley

NEW AND CONTINUING EFFORTS
• Initiated Ojai Energy Efficiency Initiative

thru Edison and Sempra Foundation grants
• Continued Ojai Creek restoration work under the 

direction of the C.R.E.W.
• Explored Eco-tourism as a community initiative
• Celebrated Valley of the Moon community 

garden 1 year anniversary
continued on page 2

Volunteers at work planting trees 
in Ojai Creek

photo by Timothy Teague
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206 n. signal st., suite s | ojai, Ca 93023

Hours: 12 to 5 p.m. | Wednesday thru Friday

805.669.8445 | www.ojaiValleygreenCoalition.org
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Connecting and Collaborating

When preparing for writing about who
we connected with and how we collaborated,
we considered the various organizations and
entities we came in contact with in 2012 and
realized that just itemizing the list tells its
own story. We talk to a lot of people!

First, we thank Dr. Hank Bangser, OUSD
Superintendent, and the Ojai Unified School
District for the continued use of the Chaparral
Auditorium for many of our educational and
community service events. We stay in regular
contact with Ojai city manager Rob Clark,
public works director Greg Grant, and for-
merly, Rob Mullane, community development
director. Staff members Rhonda Basore and
Shari Herbruck answer a lot of questions
throughout the year and we thank them for
their quick replies and patience. The Ojai Val-
ley Green Coalition is one of the organizations
the city council allocates a council member li-
aison to, so we can respectively keep abreast
of each other’s environmental efforts and give
input. We count District 1 County Supervisor
Steve Bennett as a crucial ally, who allows staff
member Cindy Cantle to also participate at
our monthly Board meeting as part of her job
duties. Supervisor Bennett is also a supporting
member, as are several city officials.

Our annual e-waste collection event

could not happen with the ease and organi-
zation it does without our several partners –
Ojai Community Bank (Judy Gabriel), the
Ojai Valley Directory (Victoria Adams), Gold
Coast Recycling and Transfer Station (George
and Tom Harrison); and we’ve even gotten to
know Henry pretty well from E-Recycling of
California, who supplies the semi-truck we
stuff (and then some) every year. 

Our first-ever Seed Exchange happened
because All Good Things Organic Seed Com-
pany (sister company of Mano Farms – Justin
Huhn and Quin Shakra) approached us with
the idea. It was so great to hook-up with these
two fine young men stewarding the soil and
land. Once the event was over, we immedi-
ately agreed it was a keeper and planned to
expand for the 2013 Exchange.

We can’t imagine the Ojai Valley not cel-
ebrating Earth Day and the Coalition has
been able to help plan and/or participate
since 2007. 2012 was the second year of a very
special partnership with the Oak Grove
School, the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy
and Food for Thought Ojai. We oversee the
exhibitor area planning and organizing,
which allows us to get to know even more en-
vironmental organizations, retailers, and pro-
fessionals in the region.

• Initiated the development of the Resource Center lending library
• Began to really dig into the policy side of environmental issues: instrumental in the city

of Ojai passing a Single-use Carryout Bag Ordinance (first in the county). Continued 
working with the city of Ojai to redraft the Exterior Lighting Ordinance. Members put
in many hours helping gather signatures to put GMO Labeling on the California November
2012 ballot, and then upon that success, promoted a ‘yes’ vote for Prop. 37. 

• Kicked-off a  Solarize Ojai Valley pilot program in collaboration with Community 
Environmental Council

Year at a Glance continued from page 1

continued on page 3

Community Gathering Table Nov. 2012

Coalition members, Evergreen & Angela

enjoying a Coalition community potluck

Board Member, Kerry Miller presenting 2012Green Home & Building Tour certificate to the MOB Shop owners. 

Coalition Food News editor, 
Dulanie Ellis, advocates for 

'Right to Know Labeling Law' 
at Ojai 2012 July 4th parade



our Mission: 

to advance a green, 

sustainable, and resilient

ojai Valley.

Deborah Pendrey, 
Executive Director
Noel Douglas, Resource Center &
Outreach Coordinator

council & committee chairs:
Built environment:
Shawn Jacobson
Food:
Dulanie Ellis La-Barre
Watershed: Bill O’Brien
communications & Publicity:
Bill Haff, Linda Harmon
event Planning:
Kale Starbird, Anca Colbert
Government Liaison: Renee Roth

Advisory Board:
Carlon Strobel, 
City of Ojai liaison
Cindy Cantle, 
County of Ventura liaison
Rae Amey
Jakob Bogenberger
Anca Colbert
Ellen Hall
Don Midgett
Stephanie Midgett
Kathy Nolan
Angela Ocone
Steve Olsen
John Roulac
Robert Sorel
Kale Starbird
Michael Weaver
Ken Wright
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Connecting and Collaborating

tOtAL exPeNSeS | $60,530

OJAI VALLEY GREEN COALITION: Financials 2012

Program expenses
$ 16,004 | 26.4%

Salaries, Payroll taxes1

$ 29,382 | 48.6%

Resource center
$ 8,429 | 13.9%

Other first-time connections in 2012 that clearly will not be the last – 
• Joined the Ojai Film Festival new Focus Earth segment, and hosted ‘Eating Alabama.’
• Supported a newly-formed group exploring the possibility of a food cooperative in the Valley. 
• Worked under the direction of the C.R.E.W. (Concerned Resource and Environmental 

Workers) to bring volunteers to the Ojai Creek in Libbey Park for restoration work.
• Piloted a ‘Solarize Ojai Valley’ program under the direction and guidance of Santa Barbara

based Community Environmental Council.

Finally, a really big feather in our cap was the Coalition’s new Energy Efficiency Initiative,
which garnered first time funding from the Edison Foundation and the Sempra Foundation. And
with this we stayed connected with the Casitas Municipal Water District passing out water con-
servation products for them, because water is such a big part of our energy portfolio.

In the end – it’s all about team playing and team work. In today’s economic environment and
social climate we just can’t go it alone, and why would we want to – we get to meet and work with
a lot of swell people, doing a lot of inspiring work. Please consider joining our efforts, if you haven’t
already, in 2013.

continued from page 2

Caryn Bosson 
Dale Hanson 
Vina Lustado 
Marcia Murphy 
Sabrina Venskus 

Noel Douglas
Marleen Luckman
Kerry Miller
Tyler Suchman
David White

Program Revenue2

$ 16,160 | 28.3%

Program Grants3

$ 14,126 | 24.9%

memberships
$ 13,834  |  24.4%

tOtAL INcOme 2012 | $56,755
Net Income (Loss)1

$(3,775) Other Gis4

$ 10,715  |  19%

Gis In-Kind
$ 1,920  |  3.4%

Operations 
& Administrative
6,715 | 11%

Gis In-Kind
1,920 | 3.2%

2E-Waste and general recycling program | Community presentations | Earth Day | Home & Building Tour
Culinary Club Workshops | Community Garden | Plastic Bag Reduction Program | Energy Efficiency Initiative

3Edison Foundation: Energy Efficiency Initiative  $5000 | U.S. Fish & Wildlife: Creek Riparian Habitat Restoration $5390
Oak View Civic Council: Earth Day $250 | C.R.E.W. – Creek Riparian Habitat Restoration $3486    

4Includes Anonymous Matching Challenge $10,000

1Program related payroll included

1Sempra Foundation $6000 grant income recorded in 2011 and expensed in 2012
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Raising Awareness
A dangerous thing can occur

when we continue to learn about
what’s going on in the world and
discuss what should the Coali-
tion focus on this year. The
problems seem so complex
(even when synthesized
down to the Ojai Valley), and
we’re just one little organization – doubts can
creep in. We sincerely want to help make pos-
itive change locally, and thus the world, but
from all this knowledge it can seem too out
of control and too big to change . . .

But then our resolve is renewed, from
the Coalition’s January e-waste drop-off
community service event that collects several
tons of electronics and other recyclables to
our November wrap-up with the Ojai Film
Festival’s first ever 2012 ‘Focus Earth’, which
was so inspiring and successful – we just
knew we had to do it again. 

As an aspiring change-agent it’s easy to
forget there is meaningful groundwork that
needs to be laid. There is a lot of important
information people
aren’t aware of yet.
Our first-ever Febru-
ary Seed Swap can at-
test to that. We
hooked up with All
Good Things Organic
Seed Company, and
farmer and seed saver
Justin Hahn, who
showed us how to save
our own seeds. Then
we proceeded to have a
good old-fashion seed
swap. With 80 people in
the Chaparral Audito-
rium talking about all things seeds and grow-
ing food, the energy was electrifying. 

We held several evening programs and
Saturday workshops. And 2012 was the year
of films – cause, well, pictures paint a thou-
sand words. Our summer series included
The City Dark (awareness of light pollution),
Cultural Creatives (those who are working on
issues at the national and global systems
level), Revenge of the Electric Car (what is the

latest technological advances in EVs),
and Seeds of Freedom (awareness of

genetic engineering in our
food system).

One of our main goals is to
plant seeds - motivational

seeds. In 2012 we initiated an Energy Effi-
ciency Campaign, which among other things
asked community members to pledge actions
to become more energy efficient (and for
that they got a free strand of
LED holiday lights and a Tyvek
reusable bag). With an amazing
response to our call for books
and films, we started an envi-
ronmental-subject-based lend-
ing library at our Resource
Center boasting classics to cur-
rent top sellers. We also dug
into the policy side of issues
more than ever before in 2012.
We had requested that the city
consider a bag ban ordinance in
2011, and in July of 2012 Ojai became the

first city in the county to
pass a Single-use Carry-
out Bag  Ordinance. We
then collaborated with
the city and E.J. Harri-
son through the summer
to pass out thousands of
reusable bags, help re-
tailers with signage and
educational material,
and give folks tips on
how to ‘remember to
bring their reusable
bags to the store’! 

At the same time
the Coalition Board of

Directors endorsed the ‘Right to Know’
campaign, which addressed labeling of ge-
netically engineered ingredients. Many
Coalition members staffed tables at the
Farmers Market and grocery stores collect-
ing signatures. When the issue got on the
ballot, we then went to work educating folks
on ‘Proposition 37’.

Meanwhile we were planning and organ-
izing for our 4th annual Green Home &

Building Tour, which became the kick-off
point for a new collaboration with Santa Bar-
bara based Community Environmental
Council to bring a ‘Solarize’ pilot program to
the Ojai Valley. Even though we did this dur-
ing the holiday season (bad idea), we signed
up five homeowners for the program, who
are now contributing over 23 kilowatts per
hour (during sunny, peak daylight hours) to
our local energy grid.

Now that the seeds are planted, our goal
is to get the community (as the seeds grow)
to help with watering, weeding, expanding
the garden, harvesting, and so on. Environ-
mental change is a social effort, after all, and
we can’t do it alone. If we lay the foundation
and recruit “gardeners,” things are going to
start happening organically, both organized
and spontaneously, all across the valley
where we live.

Then our job for new members and
maybe those new to activism is to support
and answer in some way – “What can I do?”
We must offer people tangible ways they can
plug in. But the second thing we have to con-
vey is: no one can answer this question but
you. Everyone is an expert on their own life.
What’s your passion? You are the best one to
decide the best use of your time and efforts.
No one is going to know better than you
what your unique gifts and skills are.

A lot of people knock raising awareness
as being too abstract. But when you consider
it as a strategic first step in the larger picture,
taken concurrently with other actions, the
Ojai Valley Green Coalition chooses not to
underestimate its significance.

A lot of people knock raising awareness as
being too abstract. But when you consider it
as a strategic first step in the larger picture,
taken concurrently with other actions, the
Ojai Valley Green Coalition chooses not to
underestimate its significance.

Coalition member Frances Fitting and
Board Member Dale Hanson, 

distributing Tyvek reusable bags
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Our Members, Sponsors and In-kind Contributors Support
Us, and by doing so, invest in the Ojai Valley Community

ank You!

2012
SUPPORTERS

In this season of generosity, we hope your deliberations will
be shaped not only by what gifts to buy family and friends,
but more so by what worthy causes you want to support with
your charitable dollars.  We will again be supporting the work
of the Ojai Valley Green Coalition (OVGC); here’s why.  

Inspired by contemporary prophets like Wendell Berry, our
small, local Christian nonprofit organization focuses part of its
work on environmental literacy education.  We base it on the
motto: “We won’t save a place we don’t love; we can’t love a place
we don’t know; and we can’t know a place we haven’t learned.”
In our overdeveloped world, with beloved habitats under con-
stant threat, it isn’t enough merely to enjoy the Ojai Valley.  As
residents we should be looking to serve and protect it, and to
improve the ways we live on and in this unique bioregion. 

The OVGC has been greatly instrumental in our ability to
grow in this vocation.

Its educational programs help us deepen our knowledge
of the big ecological issues and their local manifestations,
from water to waste.  

Its advocacy campaigns give us effective, practical ways to
express our convictions, whether opposing single-use plastic
bags or promoting solar energy.  

Its local demonstration projects provide opportunities to
be constructive, such as hands-on habitat restoration and the
annual Green Home & Building Tour (our house in Oak View
was part of the inaugural tour in 2008). 

With its three all-volunteer Councils (Built Environment,
Food and Watershed), and under the capable coordination of
its intrepid Executive Director, Deborah Pendrey, the OVGC
is a model of integrated and holistic environmental organizing.
We hope you will join us in making a generous end-of-year
donation to this amazing catalyst for grassroots cooperation
and common commitment to our beautiful homeplace. 

Ched Myers & Elaine Enns
Bartimaeus Cooperative Ministries, Oak View

Ched Myers & Elaine Enns

Letter to Editor written by 
Ched Myers and Elaine Enns, as it appeared in the 

Ojai Valley News on 12/10/12

Accounting Confidential
Debra Lisa Adair
Victoria Ajaye
Dawnell Albers
John & Pat Allen
Allen Associates
Christopher Anacker
Avalon Door & Windows
Linda Bain 

& Margy Prentice
Bobbie Balderman
Bonnie Bartling
Shed & June Behar
Steve Bennett
George Berg &

Gail Topping
bitVision
Chris & Jill Borgeson
Charlie & Caryn Bosson
Tom Bostrom
Gene & Dianne Bullard
Gary Bulla  

& Theresa 
Bulla-Richards 

Thomas Bussler
California Door 

& Hardware
California Internet 

Solutions
Jim & Myrna 

Cambianica
Peter & Cindy Cantle
Sheri Ann Cate
Jim Churchill 

& Lisa Brenneis
Aaron & Betsy Clapp
Anca Colbert
Roger Conrad 

& Ruth Marks
Ruth Cooper
Jon Cotham
Larry Daigle
Gillian Dale
Michelle Dohrn
Noel Douglas
Edison Foundation 
Ruth Farnham
Marty Fast
John & Katherine Felton
Frontier Paint
Ted & Claudia Gall
Gold Coast Recycling 

& Transfer Station

Diana Goodrow
Meg Goodwin
James Graham 

& Jeanne Dickenson
Mac & Marcy Graham
Jesse & Trina Grantham
Graphics Unlimited
Cynthia Grier
Letitia Grimes
Allen & Margo Haas
Bill Haff
Haff Graphics
Bill Hak & Carol Wade
Dale Hanson
Harrison Industries
Martin Hartmann
Keith Helmkamp
Evergreen Hericks
Karen Hesli
Julia Heyman
Kara Anne Hooper
Katherine Hope
Sam & Risa Horowitz
Brad Hudson
JL & Sons Landscaping Inc.
Victoria Johansen
Jon Cotham Construction
Jerry & Anne Kaplan
Jonathan Katz 

& Stephanie Pincetl
Kerry Miller

Designer/Builder, Inc.
Jean Kilmurray
Len Klaif 

& Linda Harmon
Doug & Dulanie 

La Barre
John Lamar
James Joseph 

& Norma  Lamb
Evan Laszlo
Steven Lefler
Carol Lilly
Mac & Jaime Lojowsky
David & Lisa Luckenbach
Vina Lustado
Marsha MacDonald-Gade
Erika Madison
Frank Malle 

& Marleen Luckman
Marc Whitman Design
Celeste Matesevac 

& Marcia Doty

Cheryl Maxwell
Kathy McAlpine
Wally & Mary Jane 

McCall
Dianne McCourtney
Keith McCourtney
Kris McCourtney
Sheila McCue
Ira Heilveil 

& Marsha McKeon
Pat & Julie McPherson
Lisa Meeker
Meiners Oaks 

Sash & Door
Don & Stephanie

Midgett
Bill & Cookie Miley
Brenda Milota
Terri  Mitchell
The MOB Shop
Modular Lifestyles, Inc.
Heather Mohan-Gibbons
Allison Monahan
Daniel Moses
Marcia Murphy
Ched Myers 

& Elaine  Enns
Jon Myhre
Nature’s Pure 

Body Institute
Kenley Neufeld 

& Leslie Davis
New Energy Answers
Kathi Nichols-Connally
Stuart Niebel
Kathy Nolan
Sonia Nordenson
Nutiva
Cathi Nye
Bill & Jackie O’Brien
Oak View Civic Council
Anthony & Angela Ocone
Ojai Certified 

Farmers Market
Ojai Community Bank
Ojai Olive Oil
Ojai Retreat
Steve Olsen
Otis Bradley 

Company, Inc.
Jeff & Liz Otterbein
Pacific Stoneworks

continued on page 6



continued from page 5

Bill Haff and Linda Harmon, co-chairs of the Communications and
Publicity Committee, have contributed to the Ojai Valley Green Coali-
tion in incredible ways. Throughout their time at the Coalition, their
work has made for leaps forward toward creating a greener environment
in the Ojai Valley. 

Bill’s interest in activism began in his home state of Massachusetts in 2000. He lived in a
condominium complex with his wife Helen. Bill realized that there was something missing –
trees. He went door to door asking his neighbors to vote for a proposal he wrote to plant trees
on the condominium grounds. The proposal was approved and beautiful trees were planted
all around the condominium. Every day as Bill drove home from work, he saw those trees and
felt as though he had improved the lives of many people. It was such a positive experience he
started to get involved in other kinds of activism.

“People enjoy life when the earth is clean and unpolluted,” says Bill. Bill is dedicated to
helping the environment because he believes that the world would be a better place with hap-
pier people. Bill joined the Coalition in May 2010, to connect to what people really care about
and to protect the environment. Bill creates the monthly Green Coalition e-News, attends the C&P Committee’s monthly
meeting, and writes the meeting agendas and minutes that are sent out to the committee email list. He also does occasional
publicity projects that utilize his graphic design skills. 

Linda also loves the environment and protects it in every way that she can. When Linda went to the first Coalition
event and heard Hunter Lovin speak in 2007, she was incredibly impressed. She believes that the Coalition is a constructive
way to take action in making the Ojai Valley a greener community. Linda trusts that if we put back the things we have taken
from Mother Earth, then the earth will give us beautiful things in return. Linda writes and disseminates articles, PSAs, and
press releases for the Coalition. She also helps to build content for the website and Facebook about the Coalition and its
events. Through-out her time at the Coalition, Linda has met so many wonderful people who are committed, just as she is,
in saving the human-kind and making the world a better place. 

The Coalition Board of Directors wishes to recognize and thank Bill and Linda for their generous contributions to the
community and the Coalition. Their level of dedication to the organization is outstanding.

2012
SUPPORTERS

V o l u n t e e r s  o F  t H e  Y e a r
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Our sincerest apologies if we inadvertently omitted your name or misspelled it. Please let us know.

Bill Haff

Linda Harmon 

“A river cuts through rock, 
not because of its power, but 
because of its persistence.”

Jim Watkins, American Actor

s u p p o r t e r s

Joseph Padula 
& Anne McCauley

Patty Pagaling
Pella Windows 

& Doors
Wayne & Deborah

Pendrey
Pendrey Energy 

Consulting
Stephen & Rose Marie

Pronovost
Talmadge 

& Debra Reed
Colleen Reid
Larry & Ruth Reynolds
Sallie Reynolds
Joan  Roberts 

Larry 
& Christel Rogero

Randy & Renee Roth
Grady Runyan 

& Lori Hamor
Santa Paula Chevrolet
Peter Schreiner
Sempra Foundation
David Silva 

& Elizabeth Pepin
John Slade 

& Laurie Walters 
Lisa Snider
Sol Haus Design
Robert & Jill Sorel
Charlene Spretnak
Diane Squire

Kale Starbird
Dana Stephens
Carlon Strobel
Tyler Suchman
Tom Swetek
Timothy Teague
Team Nissan
Terramor 

Organic Home
Patricia Torres
Libby Treadwell
Tribal Core
John & Helene Vachet
Allen Vail
SabrinaVenskus
Ventura Toyota
Lorraine Walter

Richard Waxberg 
& Deborah Kerner-
Waxberg

David White
JB White
Sue Williamson
Rebecca Windinwood
Lora Woods
Karen Wylie
Kristofer Young
Larry Yuva 

& Carol Smith
Rosalie Zabilla
Sara Zicherman


