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Burr Tolles is the Buddy-to-Buddy Program’s March 2016 

Volunteer of the Month! Since he began volunteering with Buddy-

to-Buddy in December 2014, Burr has been an asset to Buddy-to-

Buddy by handling many referrals with expertise and compassion, 

all the while helping to foster a family-like atmosphere among the 

other Buddy-to-Buddy volunteers in West Michigan.  

Burr enlisted in the Army in 1969 and served for 27 years before retiring in 1996. During his time 

in the Army, Burr worked in the infantry and aviation, served in Vietnam, Korea, and Thailand, 

and was stationed in Germany three times. After he retired from the Army, Burr earned a B.A. in 

European History, then a graduate certificate in Secondary Education, and next an M.A. in 

Special Education, all from the University of Colorado. He taught social studies, language arts, 

and special education in Colorado public schools for years before retiring and moving to 

Michigan to be close to his wife’s family.  In addition to Buddy-to-Buddy, Burr also actively 

volunteers for the VFW and Shriners and is a member of the DAV and American Legion.  

Thank you for your commitment to assisting service members and veterans, Burr! 

 

By attending drill regularly, Burr has become valued and trusted 

by the soldiers he works with in the 1461 TRANS CO at Fort 

Custer. Since Burr served in the Army for 27 years, he easily relates 

to the soldiers in his unit and has helped them and veterans in the 

community with issues including benefits and claims, finances, 

and legal problems.  

Burr learned about Buddy-to-Buddy from Volunteer Veteran Fred Turk, the post commander at 

the VFW Burr belongs to and is the deputy post commander at. He thought it sounded like a 

great opportunity to serve because he believes that “more veterans that can help others should. 

There are a lot of veterans who need assistance and I wish all veterans could share with each 

other.” One of the experiences he’s had through the program that was especially meaningful was 

helping a WWII veteran who was around 100 years old get connected to a realtors organization 

in Kalamazoo that weatherproofed his house. When Burr is not busy volunteering, he enjoys 

reading, swimming, traveling, and spending time with his wife of 45 years, two children, six 

grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.  


