
The Stations of the Cross with John Paul II:
On the path of ecological conversion

the ecological conversion



STATION I CHRIST CONDEMNED TO DEATH

Minister:  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture

“The earth dries up and withers, the world languishes and withers, the heavens languish with the earth.
The earth lies polluted under its inhabitants; for they have transgressed laws, violated the statutes and
broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore a curse devours the earth, and its inhabitants suffer for their
guilt.”

Reflection

Popenguine, Senegal. UN Photo/Evan Schneider. www.un.org/av/photo/

Let us pray

General Audience Address, January 17, 2001.
The Encyclical “Centesimus Annus,” 1981. 
General Audience Address, January 17, 2001.



STATION II JESUS TAKES UP HIS CROSS

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“Jesus…stood up in the synagogue and read: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’ Then he said to
them, ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’”

Reflection:

Let us pray

the World Day of Peace, January 1, 1990. 
Homily in the city of Zamo , Poland, June 12, 1999.



STATION III JESUS FALLS FOR THE FIRST TIME

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for you are strangers and sojourners with
me. And in all the country you shall possess, you shall grant a redemption of the land.”

Reflection

Let us pray

Encyclical “Sollicitudo Rei Socialis,” 1988. 
Message for the World Day of Peace, January, 1, 1990.
Lenten Message, “Those Who Thirst in the World’s Growing Deserts,” 1993. 



STATION IV JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
Scripture:

As a mother comforts her son, so I will comfort you

Reflection:

Let us pray via dolorosa

 Remarks at presentation of the Franciscan Environmental Prize in Costa Rica, 1991. 
Remarks made while visiting the Dolomites Mountains, July 11, 1991. 



STATION V SIMON OF CYRENE HELPS JESUS CARRY THE CROSS

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for the least of my brothers, however insignificant, you did for me.”

Reflection

Port-au-Prince, Haiti. UN Photo/Logan Abassi. www.un.org/av/photo/

Let us pray

Address to educators in science, art and journalism in the city of Salzburg, June 26, 1988. 
Visit to Ouagagougou in Burkina Faso, May, 1980. 
Homily at morning prayer, Kevelaer, Germany May 2, 1987. 



STATION VI VERONICAWIPES THE FACE OF JESUS

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“I knew of you then only by report, but now I see you with my own eyes. Therefore I yield, repenting in
dust and ashes.”

Reflection:

Let us pray:

oontime Angelus in the Italian Apennine Mountains, 1993. 

Homily in the alpine town of Val Visdende, July 12, 1987. 



STATION VII JESUS FALLS FOR THE SECOND TIME

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“Woe to those who add house to house and join field to field until everything belongs to them and they are
the sole inhabitants of the land!”

Reflection

Let us pray

Homily given in Rome to thousands of farmers, November 12, 2000. 
An address given at a convention on the environment and health at the Catholic University of the Sacred 

Heart, March 245, 1997. 
Lenten Message, “Those Who Thirst in the World’s Growing Deserts,” 1993. 



STATION VIII JESUS SPEAKS TO THEWOMEN OF JERUSALEM

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.”

Reflection:

Let us pray

 

Message for the World Day of Peace, January 1, 1990. 



STATION IX JESUS FALLS FOR THE THIRD TIME

Minister:  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“They say to the seers, ‘You are not to see,’ and to those who have visions, ‘Do not produce true visions for
us; give us smooth words and illusory visions. Turn aside, leave the straight path and rid us of the Holy
One of Israel.”

Reflection:

Let us pray

Ecclesia en America, January 26, 1999.  
World Youth Day, Czestochowa, August 15,1991. 

Homily in the city of Zamo , Poland, June 12, 1999. 



STATION X JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS

Minister:  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All:  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Scripture:

“He was despised and forsaken of men. A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And like one from
whom men hide their face. He was despised, and we did not esteem him.”

Reflection:

Let us pray

Ecclesia en America, January 26, 1999. 
Press conference in Antananarivo, Madagascar, April 1989. 



STATION XI JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only
child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.”

Reflection

West Virginia mountaintop removal mining

Let us pray:

32 Message for the World Day of Peace, January 1, 1990. 
33 Address to educators in science, art and journalism in the city of Salzburg, June 26, 1988. 
34 Homily at World Youth Day, Denver, Colorado, August 14, 1993.



STATION XII JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All:  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“[Christ Jesus,] though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped.
Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in 
appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.”  Philippians 2:6-8

Reflection:

Let us pray:

Message for the World Day of Peace, January 1, 1990. 
Ibid.
Ibid.



STATION XIII THE BODY OF JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN

Minister:  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All:  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“For in him (Christ), God in his fullness chose to dwell, and through him to reconcile all things to himself,
making peace through the blood of his cross – all things, whether on earth or in heaven.”
 

Reflection:

Let us pray:

the World Day of Peace, January 1, 1990.



STATION XIV JESUS’ BODY IS BURIED

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

Scripture:

“Creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the children of God; for creation was made
subject to futility, not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation
itself would be set free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of
God.”

Reflection:

Let us pray:



STATION XV JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN

Minister: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
All:  Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

Scripture:

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, God's
dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and God himself will
always be with them (as their God). The one who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all things new.”

Reflection:

Let us pray:

General Audience Address, January 17, 2001.



These Stations of the Cross were prepared by Fr. Jacek 
Orzechowski, OFM. The quotations were drawn from the 
manuscript: The Ecological Crisis is a Moral Crisis: Pope John 
Paul II on Environmental Responsibility.

Special thanks goes to Frederick W. Krueger, who compiled and 
edited the 140-page manuscript, which contains the full and 
comprehensive quotations from the Holy Father John Paul II on 
the moral and spiritual imperative of the ecological 
conversion.

Christy Elliott from the Franciscan Action Network helped to 
edit these Stations of the Cross and provided helpful advice.


