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Dear friends,

Happy  20th  Anniversary,  OBG! That's 4,639 dogs rescued! What an incredible milestone.
Many rescues do not make it this far, so it’s a true testament to the dedication of OBG’s
volunteers, supporters and donors. Let me start off by saying thank you, and we look for-
ward to saving another 4,639 dogs and more with your help!  

I heard this quote recently, “A  great  life  isn't  about  one  huge  thing;  it’s  about  all  the  small
things  that  make  a  difference.” I think it really applies to OBG. Running a rescue isn’t just
about those big stories we feature in our emails and letters to all of you, but about all the
many stories that are part of the thousands of dogs rescued by OBG during the last 20
years. To help celebrate OBG’s 20th anniversary, we will be sharing some of our favorite
things and highlighting some of our biggest milestones from over the years. More on that
later.

$200,000  for  20!  Since 20 years is such a big milestone and we want to help position
ourselves for another 20 years, we are setting our sights high and have set a goal of rais-
ing an additional $200,000 from individual donations this year starting with our Spring
Fund Drive. To kick this off, we have brought back our ever popular Mini-MMatching  Fund
Drive  for five  special  days this  spring,  April  25th  –    April  29th,  2016. A group of OBG
donors have agreed to match donations up to $10,000, so if we reach our goal, we have
the potential to raise $20,000 for the pups! That’s $1,000 for every year OBG has been
saving lives.

OBG’s fund drives (in addition to money raised by fundraisers and adoption fees) are criti-
cal to OBG’s continuing ability to save the lives of hundreds of dogs a year. Our average
yearly operating budget for medical expenses is $425,000 plus another $75,000 for ken-
neling. Our  average  cost  per  dog  is  $1,850. However, last year’s Freedom 46 rescue
was so costly it resulted in a net loss of $40,000 for the year, in spite of all the generous
donations we received in their names. In fact, medical expenses for the Freedom 46
exceeded donations raised for them by $26,700, which is a large part of why we ended
last year with a net loss. Also, we still have three of the Freedom 46 — Peter, Sweet  Missy
and Buddy  Boy — in foster care and are still pay-
ing medical bills on their behalf, including thou-
sands of dollars spent just on care of Peter’s
ears alone. Won’t you please donate to OBG so
the remaining Freedom 46 dogs and all the
other dogs rescued after them can continue to
get the medical care that they need?

2016 is turning into the year of the heartworm
positive dogs.  So far in 2016, OBG has rescued
Hopper, Nutty  Buddy, Miranda, Mocha  Girl,
Cooper, Snoop and my own foster dog, Scoot,
who are all heartworm positive. Heartworm treat-
ment costs OBG approximately $1,500 per dog. I
would like to tell you about one of those heart-
worm positive dogs.  For the first six years of
Scoot (a/k/a Scootie-Patooty)’s life, he lived
outside on a chain and the only attention he
received was when people would come by and
taunt him and throw things at him. Animal advo-
cates finally convinced his owners to surrender
Scoot to a rescue and just in time. If he had 
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3 easy ways to donate!

•  PayPal & credit card via the OBG web-
site

•  Donate by check – form enclosed

•  Sign up for the GiFT program with a
monthly donation – info on insert

Shop online
and help OBG

Click on the Amazon  Smile and iGive links
on the OBG  website and OBG receives a
percentage of your purchase!

Stay connected ~
Follow OBG online

Scoot can’t wait for his heartworm
treatment to end so he can run and
play like other dogs.

Save the date for OBG's 20th
Anniversary celebration 

Sunday, Sept 25, 2016
at Nottoway Park, Vienna, VA. 

Join us as we look back on our past 20
years of rescue work, and as we look for-
ward to another 20 more! This family-
friendly event still has much to be
planned, but we can guarantee a good
time for all 2- and 4-legged family mem-
bers. If you would like to help us in plan-
ning this party, please email anniver-
sary@cockerspanielrescue.com to join our
committee.  We can't wait to celebrate
with you!
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continued to live chained up outside, he would have died from his heartworm. He also
has a fracture in his back that did not heal correctly and his tail looks like it might have
been broken once and healed at an odd angle. Who knows what this poor boy went
through in his life before OBG, yet he is such a sweet loving boy who wants nothing more
than to recover from his heartworm treatment and to be able to run and play.  Won’t you
please donate to OBG so that our eight heartworm positive dogs — and likely more to
come — can continue to receive the treatment they need to save their lives?

While many dogs fully recover after heartworm treatment, for some their heartworm has
progressed so far that they have additional health issues to overcome. That is the story of
sweet Lorelei. She was rescued late last year and had the heaviest heartworm burden the
vet had ever seen — live heartworms were even seen in her heart during her exam at the
cardiologist. She has a chronic cough and as a result has had to have several bronchial
washes and multiple chest x-rays. She had to live at the vet during her heartworm treat-
ment so she could be watched very closely. Even then she came very close to death more
than once. In spite of all this, Lorelei continues to be a very sweet and loving girl who just
wants someone to love and take care of her. She is slowly recovering and will be retested
for heartworms in July. If the heartworms have died, she will then need to have cherry eye
surgery, but it is also possible she will need further treatment for heartworms. Can you
help Lorelei with your tax deductible donation?

OBG also saved Leland from the same place as
Lorelei. Leland is not only being treated for heart-
worms and a chronic cough, but we also just learned
he will need to have knee surgery as soon as possi-
ble.  Right now he is in a lot of pain and is having
trouble walking, so we hope to be able to schedule
his surgery as soon as possible. This surgery will cost
$3,200, so won’t you please donate to help Leland?  

Then there is the adorable, petite, outgoing, loving
and cute as a button Lillybelle who had to have two
major surgeries to remove mammary tumors (suc-
cessfully done!) as well as treatment by a cardiologist
and now needs some expensive dental work. Did you
know that if a dog needs dental work, it can cause
heart problems as the infections in their mouth can
pass through their body? With your help, we hope to
raise another $1,000 for Lillybelle so she can get the
rest of the medical care she needs.

I could continue to list dogs OBG has saved and their
needed medical care, but this would become a book
instead of a letter. Sadly, one of the primary reasons
many dogs are given up to shelters is because their
owners cannot or will not pay for medical care they
need. Your gift will help OBG’s dogs receive the care
they did not get from their prior owners so they can
live long and healthy lives.

In closing, I just want to thank all of you for helping
OBG save 18,556 paws and counting! Without all of
you, there would be no rescue.

Your friend in rescue,

Teresa
Teresa Butler
OBG President
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Leland

Lillybelle

Lorelei

Adoptions!Adoptions!
November 2015

Lilly Mae Allen, Frisco Benson, Nutmeg
Brooks, Yogi Carey, Star Ehret, Chanell
Florence, Royal Kinsler, Betty White
Lashus, Ellie Martin, Jett McTavish,
Cabin Munoz, Dodger Peet, Neptune
Risher, Truffles Rodgers, Sammy
Sandee, Jazz Vaira

December 2015

Esmeralda Beller, Frito Breeden, Charlie
Brohawn, Sassy Bush, Hershey Girl
Carroll, Boo Clark, Pippa Cottros, Parker
Deuter, Frisky Dover, Pepper Edwards,
Pumpkin Edwards, Dottie Elrod, Smokey
Joe Felner, Muffin Man Gallagher,
Dudley House, Zip Jattuso, Noel John-
son, Simon Kaplan, Bonnie McKown,
Harry Moreland, Buddy Bear Parker,
Caroline Rogan, Gus Row, Abbie Trahey,
Angel Webster, Alexander Wilk-James

January 2016

Brownie Boy Brill, Tucker Cadwalader,
Brandy Campbell-Hamilton, Milo
Cummings, Ginger Elstein, Reeva
Gibson, Peanut Goodwin, Carla Hosna
Fawn Keller, Fabio Kostelnick, Lady
Belle LaClair, Apollo Lee, Tenley Mac-
Kenzie, Teddie Morbauch-Bensen, Ritzy
Pugh, Little Miss Randall, Walt Reilly,
Aladdin Spolidoro, Bailey Troup, Brittany
Wranik

February 2016

Rascal Roo Bradley, Frito Breeden,
Bode Burnam, Sam Corcoran, Griffin
Coval, Koko Escalante, Sugar Escalante,
Buster Brown Forden, Princess
Penelope Griffith-Lowe, Mocha Hartle,
Ivan King, Tessie Majors, Jasper Parker,
Ford Powell, Twinkle Roberts, Charlotte
Ruttenberg, Carl Sobczak, Coco Stewart,
Dancer Swensen, Miracle Swensen,
Deputy Tiedemann, Tess Whitehead-
Harris, Daisy Jane Wolfe-Easley, Sprinkle
Yard

March 2016

Holly Bragg, Araxie Brink, Miranda Britt,
Buffy Davis, Febe Gerstein, Baxter
Khalili, Tre Koritko, Calla Mahoney,
Sugar Britches Matthews, Finnegan
McAndrews, Bentley Morford, Rascal
Morford, Pattie Norland-Dickey, Coker
Wilkinson, Stewie Yohe
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Three of  OBG's  FThree of  OBG's  Favorite 20 avorite 20 Things from the Last  20 Things from the Last  20 YYearsears

1.1. LLoonnggeesstt  vvoolluunntteeeerr::
MMaarrttiinnee  DDeeLLiizzzzaa!!  
OBG was founded in 1996 by Debbie
Reitz who operated the rescue out of
the back of her car by taking dogs she
pulled from
shelters and
then sitting out-
side of Petco
looking for
adopters. Soon
after Debbie
started her res-
cue efforts, she
was joined by
Martine
DeLizza. Over
the years, there
are few “hats”
that Martine
has not worn
while helping to
rescue dogs. She fostered dogs, adopt-
ed dogs, helped with intake, transports
and adoption counseling and has been
a dedicated supporter and volunteer for
20 years now. Please join me in thank-
ing Martine for her dedication to res-
cue! I also want to give a big honorable
mention to Kathi Alexander, Debbie
Davenport, Bev Grimes, and Angela
Robinson, who started volunteering with
OBG soon after Martine and who have
stayed with OBG all this time. They are
all incredible!

2.2. OOllddeesstt  ddoogg  aatt  ttiimmee  ooff
rreessccuuee  aanndd  aaddooppttiioonn
There have been several 15 year olds
rescued over the years, so I will tell you
about one whose story is near and dear
to my heart. Several years ago, I was
helping intake and
received a request to
take a 15-year-old
dog named Sam who
had been living in a
house by himself for
two years! The owner
had gotten married
and moved, but had
not sold his old
house, so he left Sam
behind. He would go
over to the house
once a day to let him
outside to potty and

feed him, then leave him home alone
lonely and unable to get outside to
potty. Neighbors were complaining
about Sam howling and crying all day,
so the owner finally decided to rehome
him. I was stunned into silence when I

heard this story and believe me, it’s
rare that I am at a loss for words. I
was complaining to my husband that
night and he said “bring him here”.
So I did and I never regretted it. Sam
was a wonderful dog who still had
much life left in him. We thought he
would live out his life with us due to
his age, but then a miracle hap-
pened. I had him at an adoption
show and a gentleman whose dog
had recently died met Sam and fell
in love. He and his wife did not plan
on adopting a 15-year-old dog, but
they just could not get Sam out of
their mind and ended up making him

theirs. He lived out the rest of his life as
a pampered pet — which is what he
deserved.

3.3. LLoonnggeesstt  rreessccuuee
We have a tie between Astro from Egypt
or Fifi from Thailand! OK, so technically
one is probably more miles away from
the other, but I'm not going to worry
about it.

OBG went international in March and
accepted 6.5-year-old Astro from Egypt!
A fellow rescuer contacted OBG asking
if we could help this once beloved
family member who had developed ter-
rible skin and ear infections — which
could not be treated in Egypt where
many consider dogs unclean and the
veterinary care we take for granted in
the US does not exist. Poor Astro was

facing an Egyptian shelter
farm or worse, euthaniza-
tion! A local Cocker Angel
stepped in and offered to
raise the funds to re-home
him in America. His family
was very sad to let him go,
but they knew this was the
best chance for him to live a
happy and healthy life. Astro
arrived in early March 2016
to an OBG welcoming com-
mittee. Astro was indeed
suffering from severe skin
and ear infections and

tipped the scales at 49.5 lbs. His med-

ical care
has
already
cost OBG
over
$2000.
Astro’s life
has been
turned
upside
down, but
through-
out it all,
he has
remained
super sweet. He has gone to a foster
home and is working on a weight loss
plan in addition to taking numerous
medications to clear up the skin and
ear infections. He is thriving in his foster
home and we just recently learned his
foster family wants to make Astro a per-
manent member of their family.
Another Happy Tail! 

Before OBG’s international rescue of
Astro, there was Fifi. At the age of four,
Fifi was already a world traveler. Born in
China, she later moved to Bangkok with
her original owners. When they had to
move again, they found her a new
home. Unfortunately, Fifi’s adopter soon
found out she was allergic and could
not keep Fifi, but she did not give up on
her. In spite of her best efforts, she
could not find Fifi a loving home in
Bangkok that could also take care of
her “cocker ears”. So, she contacted
OBG and asked if she made the
arrangements to get Fifi to the US,
would we take her. Our answer: Yes! Fifi
came to OBG in 2012 and soon found a
wonderful forever home.

Fifi

Sam

Martine

Astro
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a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

PO Box 361
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www.cockerspanielrescue.com
www.petfinder.org/shelters/VA05.html

OBG Officers

Teresa Butler, President
Cindy Readal, Vice President
Theresa Abell, Secretary
James Mich, Treasurer

OBG Board of Directors

Teresa Butler
Sue Cannon
Mary Costa
Laurie Doton-Brill
Cheryl Haralson
Marilyn Kessinger
Patricia Norland
Cindy Readal

IN MEMORIAM…IN MEMORIAM…
To our fosters and alumni who have passed over the Rainbow Bridge; they are forever in
our hearts.

Please let us know 

If you would like us to include your beloved OBG alum in our “In Memoriam” list, send an
email to: info@cockerspanielrescue.com.

Your alum will also be included on the OBG Wall of Angels on the OBG Blog: obgcocker-
connection.blogspot.com.

Alumni & Friends:

Rusty Adler
Ellie May Benson-Morbauch
Chance Brooks
Amber Churchwell
Patches Cox
Libby Davis
Johnne Deuter
Bernie Dix
Cleo Drummond
Rags Fabiszewski
Pepper Fisher
Maggie Mae Garcia
Harper Gilbert-Schechter
Billy Han
Shadow Levesque

Kai Jankowski
Abby Kassen
Marlowe Moo Leidenheimer
Scooter MacGaffin
Derby McGinn
Freddie Mellott
Spencer Peterjohn
Tiki Pokras
Carly Quinones
Peanut Rabaglia
Sadie Rafferty
Jazz Rolfe
Suzie Rolfe
Bandit Shelly
Shelby Siachos
Dolly Seipel

Abby Turner
Barney Wood

Fosters:

Chewy
Clarence
Felice
Gizmo
Hopsin
Jackson
Lacie
Lucy
Nicole
Oso
Roomba

Pupdate on dogs mentioned in the Winter President 's  LetterPupdate on dogs mentioned in the Winter President 's  Letter
Holly of the Freedom 46 rescue has
been one of our harder to place dogs,
but I am pleased to report we found her
a great forever home and she was
adopted in mid-March. Good luck to
Holly and her new family. 

Dudley, the Cocker/Pug mix who had
multiple medical issues — including a
bad case of mange — developed a
beautiful coat of fur. Such an adorable
fellow! I am pleased to tell you an OBG
volunteer adopted this little man and he
joined a sister and fellow alum. 

Harry  and  Charlie, two senior dogs who
came to OBG after their owner had a
stroke, were able to go to their own for-
ever homes to be spoiled — as they
should — for the rest of their lives. Two
senior happy tails! 

Holly

Charlie

Dudley


