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Greetings fellow Kiwanians.

We have started a new Kiwanis year. There so many opportunities for growth and service in all of
our communities. I hope we take advantage of these to ‘Strengthen Our Future’. On Saturday October 17 we had our inaugural board meeting of the regional trustees. It was a very productive meeting. Our international trustee, Kevin Dean, was there to officially install the 10 trustees and give
praise and encouragement to them as we begin this new form of governance for our great district. I
was so pleased to see all trustees engaged and excited to begin their new roles. It will be a GREAT
year.
The year end (2014-15) membership numbers are in and again we had an overall loss in membership. But I know this year we will turn this trend around. As you know my theme this year is
‘Strengthening Our Future” by Strengthening our clubs, Strengthening our SLP relationships and
Strengthening our service.
I would like to focus in this article on
Strengthening our clubs.
We can accomplish this in many ways.
Strengthen our membership. Invite new members. Conduct new member orientation.
Each club should have a membership chair that can focus on inviting new members.
Consider conducting an ACE workshop. Contact Master Trainer Sam Curry for more info.
Learn about the FORMULA to see how this may help you strengthen your club.
Pick good club leaders and properly train them.
Keep members up to date on latest Kiwanis news.
Celebrate accomplishments.
Have fun and good fellowship.
These are just a few of ways to Strengthen Our Clubs. You can’t do all these at one time but pick
one area that you feel would most benefit your club to work on first.
Kiwanis International has introduced a new strategic initiative this year called the I-Plan. On the
first weekend of December a group of leaders from our district will attend a rollout conference on
this plan to learn how we can integrate it into the future planning for our district. I will update you
on this at a later date.
Thanks for your service and commitment to the children of the world.
Erby Eikner
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MEET YOUR 2015-2016 BOARD

Kevin Dean, Kiwanis International Trustee was on hand to install newly elected 2015-2016 Texas
Oklahoma District Board on October 17, 2015 at the first meeting of the year. Pictured is First Row:
Patrick Schibi, Walter Land, Robin Meyer, Governor-Elect John Sheridan, Governor Erby Eikner,
Treasurer Tom Denny and International Trustee Kevin Dean. Second Row: Mark Crouch, District
Secretary Lee Shuey. David Wearden, Ralph Keen and Rob Martin. Third Row: Richard Witte, David Lockridge, Mike Livezey and Past Governor Colleen Biggerstaff.

Metroplex
3 year term

Mike Livezey is a 30 year member of the McKinney Kiwanis Club. He is the
Directory of Special Projects for Cutter Aviation. Mike is also a member of the
National Business Aviation Association Schedulers & Dispatchers Committee
where he serves as Vice Chair for the Advisory Council.
He is an active citizen and avid volunteer in his community. As a member of the
Kiwanis Club, he has served in all leadership roles within the Kiwanis Club with
the exception of Treasurer. During 2013-14 administrative year Mike served as
Lt. Governor for Division 2 and currently serves as Club Counselor for The Formula.
Mike serves as an Elder at First Christian Church in McKinney, the McKinney
High School Traditions Committee and the editorial committee for McKinney
Magazine. He is a graduate of McKinney Chamber’s Leadership McKinney program and has served on many other community boards.
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Bayou Bunch
1 year term
Walter Land joined the Silsbee Kiwanis Club in 2006. During his
time there, he has served as President for one term, and also Lt. Governor for two terms. He also serves on the Silsbee Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors. He is a trustee for the Kiwanis Bayou
Bunch. Walter and his wife Brenda Land have been married for 51
years.
Bayou Bunch includes Division 10, 9, 3 and 28.

South Texas
2 year term

David Wearden is a member of the Victoria Kiwanis Club. He and his
wife Suzanne have been married for 45 years and they have two children
and five grandchildren. David has been a member of the Kiwanis Club of
Victoria for 39 years and has served as President, Secretary and is the current Club Treasurer. David served three terms as Lt. Governor for Division
6. He graduated from St. Joseph High School, Victoria College and attended Steven F. Austin and the University of Houston – Victoria. David retired from Performance Food Group in 2009 and continues to manage the
Wearden family ranch.
David is an active member of Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church, a member and past president of the Serra Club of Victoria. He has been active as
an Asst. Scoutmaster with Boy Scout Troop 364 in Victoria, Texas for 31
years. David’s Scouting honors include Silver Beaver, Outstanding ASM

Panhandle Plains
3 year term

Patrick Schibi is a 26 year member of Lawton Kiwanis Club. He
served as Past District Administrator of Key Club and Past Regional
Advisor of Key Club,. Patrick was a recipient of the Jay Thomas Outstanding Kiwanis Advisor and was inducted into the Texas –
Oklahoma District Key Club Hall of Fame.
He is a Past Distinguished Lt. Governor Div 18, Past Distinguished
President Lawton Kiwanis Club, Past Long Range Planning member,
current PLGA Treasurer. In addition, he is Executive Vice President of
Liberty National Bank where he has worked for 17 years.
Panhandle Plains includes Divisions 7, 17, 18 and 33

4

Red River
3 year term

Big Country
1 year term

Robin Meyer is a member of the Denton noon club. She was hired
by the Denton Noon Kiwanis Club November 2, 2000 to serve as their
Administrative Secretary and to run the Denton Kiwanis Children's
Clinic. Robin joined Kiwanis as an actual member in April 2001. She
is a past Distinguished Lt. Governor for Division 39 in 2011-2012, Past
Lt. Governor Division 8 2014-2015, Women in Kiwanis Award 2012,
Most Valuable Lt. Governor 2011-2012, Lifetime member of the
PLGA, T-O District Chair for the Community Services-Disaster Relief
Committee 2013-2016. In addition to Robin's Kiwanis work she assists her husband in his air conditioning and heating business and car
transportation business.

Mark Crouch is a member of the San Angelo club were he has lived
for 35 years. Has been married to Karen for42 years. They have two
children and two grandchildren. He is a Professor of Computer Science at Angelo State University. Mark is a retired U. S. Navy Commander.

He joined Kiwanis in 1975 as charter member of Kiwanis Club of
Clyde, Texas
Served Kiwanis club of West Angelo, San Angelo, as board member,
club secretary, and club president. He is faculty Advisor for Angelo
State University CKI Club and Advisor for AKTION club at San Angelo State Supported Living Center in Carlsbad, Texas
Piney Woods
3 year term

David Lockridge was born and raised in Tyler, Texas. He married Heidi W. Lockridge and together, raised 2 children, Mack and Emilee. He
graduated from Texas A&M University in 1984 with a degree in Civil
Engineering. He currently works for the family business of L & L Asphalt Corporation in Tyler. David joined the Tyler-Rose City Kiwanis
Club in 1996 and has held positions of Club President, Lt. Gov. and
Club Secretary as well as head up the Spirit of Christmas Food Drive
for 17 years. As Trustee, his goal is to listen to the Divisions in the
Piney Woods Area and represent their ideas to the Board and to help
grow Kiwanis. Looking forward to a wonderful year.

5

Northern Outpost
2 year term
Ralph Keen is an attorney in Stilwell, Oklahoma where he makes his
home with his wife, Teresa. His areas of practice include real property,
title examination, Indian land titles, tribal constitutional reform, probate,
municipal law and federal sector employment law with additional experience as an assistant district attorney, administrative law judge, adjunct
professor and published writer. His Kiwanis service includes Distinguished Past Lt. Gov. of Division 31 (2008-2009), as well as two-term past
president and current treasure of his home club.
Northern Outpost includes Divi-

Heartland
2 year term

Richard Witte has been very active in the T/O District . He chaired the
Spiritual Aims committee for 5 terms, served as Past Lt. Governor,
member of the T/O Foundation, PLGA Board President, and many others. He is currently the TX/OK District representative to the Prayer
Committee for Eliminate, a club Counselor for The Formula and a life
member of Kiwanis International and the PLGA. Richard is also very
active in his community and sits on various boards and is a member of
the Canterbury Choral Society. Richard and his wife Joyce has been
married 40 years and have three children and five grandchildren.
Heartland includes Division 19, 21, 30 and 40

Hill Country
1 year term

Rob Martin served in the USAF as Combat Crew Commander and Instructor pilot . He over 400 combat missions in Viet Nam Theater From
Sep.'65 until Mar '72 . Later he served as Civil Engineering Officer until
retiring in Oct '79. Began Higher Education Career In Universities Facilities Management at three different Universities. Post second retirement
employment included Associate Director for Univ. of Texas Marine Science Institute and Construction Management Consulting Engineer at
Texas State Univ. (Retired again) then began leisure career by joining San
Marcos TX Kiwanis. Served that organization As Club President and two
term as Lt Governor in Div. 38. His Hobbies include Clock repair, Woodworking and Music (sing in two choral groups).
Hill Country includes Division 23, 24, and 38
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Garland Mayor Doug Athas, Kiwanis Faculty Advisor Jo Garcia and
Past Governor Colleen Biggerstaff and Kevin Keeling from Loving Garland Green pose with a few members of the North Garland High School
Key Club Monday morning at the schoolyard butterfly garden—October
12, 2015.
This morning several visitors--all pollinators of the human variety
--converged on the recently installed North Garland High School
Butterfly Garden. It was indeed a lovely event and members from
two local nonprofits who work with our youth were present—the
Kiwanis and Loving Garland Green. In addition to them we had
interested citizens of Garland, the mayor, members of the North
Garland High School Key Club and a Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department representative from Austin.
This Key Club, with a little support and assistance from members
of Loving Garland Green, has installed a butterfly garden that
they hope will grow into a great habitat for pollinators and a great
natural learning environment for students.
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WTAMU CKI members enjoyed
shopping for and filling disaster
backpacks. Some of our host club
Amarillo Downtown Kiwanis
members helped out.
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http://sites.kiwanis.org/Kiwanis/en/theELIMINATEproject/Progress/Summaryoffundraisingtotals.aspx
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On Wednesday, August
19th the Cedar Park Kiwanis hosted Key Club
Officers from the Leander Independent High
Schools for joint discussions of respective club
projects and activities.
The goal was to identify
areas where the Kiwanis Club and High
School Key Clubs could
partner on activates or
copy effective projects. The high schools
of Cedar Park, Rouse
and Vista Ridge were
represented and multiple opportunities were
identified. Cedar Park
Kiwanis sponsors Key
Clubs in all five of the
Leander Independent
School District High
Schools.
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Kiwanis Proudly Supports CASA
Local foster children had some summer fun recently thanks to a donation from the Kiwanis Club of
Orange, Texas.
The group donated $550 to CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) for the summer celebration
that included waterslides, a bounce house, and food. Kiwanians were also on hand to help cook hot
dogs and links and serve refreshments.
“The reaction on the children’s faces was priceless. They couldn’t believe it,” said Nikki Jones,
CASA’s Executive Director.

Nearly 70 foster children attended the fun day and many received gifts of dolls, action figures, board
games, sports equipment and gift cards. Twenty children received tricycles purchased by participants of the 2015 “Christmas in July” Adult Tricycle Racing Tournament that was coordinated by
the American Legion Post 49.
All children also received backpacks filled with school supplies.
“The continued support of the Kiwanis and our local community allows us to improve the quality of
life for these deserving children on an everyday basis,” Jones added.
Kiwanis Club President Johnny Trahan said, “Kiwanis is proud to support CASA’s fun day for the
second time. The CASA Program aligns perfectly with the Kiwanis Club’s mission of serving the
children of the world. We hope to establish a long-term partnership with CASA in order improve
the lives of the children in our community.”

Pictured are
Shane Johns,
Robert Sepulvado, Kristi
Charrier, Nikki
Jones, and
Johnny Trahan.
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CLE Results in 2015 – New Format for 2016
Club Officers taking advantage of Club Leadership Education has seen declining attendance in recent years. Only 28.2 % of this year’s club presidents attended a Division CLE
training session or received training from the Kiwanis International on-line system. Just
24% of club secretaries received official training. Of the 273 clubs in theTexas-Oklahoma
Kiwanis District, 77 of the current presidents and 66 of the secretaries are recorded as being certified as trained. Only 56 presidents attended one of the Division CLE training
sessions. Another 21 took the on-line course. 58 secretaries went to the Kiwanis on-line
training program and completed the session. Another 8 were trained at the District Convention session.
“These numbers are very disappointing and they have shown steady decline over the past several
years” reports District Education/Training Chair Sam Curry. “Furthermore, the attendance
of Lt. Governors at their training weekend in May produced only about half of the division Lt.
Governors”.
One of the criteria for achieving Governor Erby Eikner’s District Distinguished Program
this Kiwanis year was mandatory training by both the club president and secretary so
virtually three-quarters of T-O Clubs have been eliminated from this achievement.
Due to the continued decline of CLE training in T-O, Curry has proposed a new format
for training this year for next year’s Lt. Governors and club officers. Governor-Elect John
Sheridan has approved a new system that will develop more comprehensive and attractive “enrichment” sessions for each of the ten regions in the district. “Under this plan the
region’s three or four Lt. Governors will receive all training information and resources right
along with the club officers. The newly elected Trustees will establish central locations for these
renewed and more invigorated sessions. In large geographic size regions, we may have to schedule more than one session” said Curry.
These events will likely be scheduled from about mid-May up to our District Convention
with the usual make-up sessions at DCON. More details will become available after
planning with the Trustees, who were introduced to the plan in their first meeting this
October.
Sam Curry, Chair, Education/Training/Orientation
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Ki-Notes Guidelines:
We prefer pictures and articles to be sent via email.
Pictures should not be embedded in articles or any other document formats. Pictures should
be sent as an attachment with your article. Please send pictures in JPG or TIFF format with
a resolution (dpi) of no less than 175 -200. All pictures may be sent in color.
Articles should be sent in Word or simply written in the body of the email message block. Accompanying all articles and photos should be:

The name of the Club
A contact person
Contact person’s phone
number and/or email address

We publish all information received as long as it pertains to Kiwanis. If we receive pictures
and articles of the same event from more than one person, we ask that they be sent to us at
the same time in order for us not to duplicate the information in a later issue of Ki-Notes.
Many clubs send more photos than can be published in a single issue. Please be sure to
check out our photo gallery as all photos sent in, whether published or not, or placed in the
photo gallery for all to see.
The email address to send all articles and pictures is: txokkinotes@gmail.com
You may copy and paste this address in your email contacts so it is handy when you are
ready to submit a story.
Those who do not have the capability to transmit via email may still use USPS. The
mailing address is:

TX-OK District Office
3010 W. Park Row Dr. #100
Pantego, TX 76013
817-640-7711
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THE HOLIDAYS ARE COMING AND WE WANT
TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR SERVICE PROJECTS!
Our next Ki‐Notes is targeted for the end of December and we want to be able to
tell everyone about the great holiday projects your club did in November and
December! Please send all your ar cles with stories to
www.txokkinotes@gmail.com
My club did a Turkey
Shoot…..Yikes!!!

Partnered with your SLP to do a Food Drive???

Donated Pet Supplies to a local Shelter. And YES…..we now have pet
bowls back in stock. Donate them to a local shelter.
OR…..give as a Christmas gi to your fur baby….. All bowls for your
pet come with oﬃcial membership to the
T/O K‐Paws Club! Just look how excited Oso is!

Pancakes with Santa??

