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GOVERNOR COLLEEN’S   
YEAR IN PICTURES 

Well, my fellow T-O Kiwanians, this has certainly been 

a year of celebrations and many changes!  I think I’ve 

eaten more cake this year while celebrating Kiwanis 

100th birthday than I have in my entire life!  

We ate cake          

in The Heartland! 

We ate cake     

in Detroit 

We ate cake

in San Antonio 

We watched via live streaming as the 

Terrell K-Kids ate  cake and were 

congratulated for donating over 

$15,000 to Eliminate! 

We ate cake

in The Metroplex 

It was a year-long party to celebrate the 100th birthday of Kiwanis International!   

And an event to end all events with Kiwanis, Circle K, Key Club and Aktion Clubs celebrating 

their International Conventions in Indianapolis this summer! 
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Our District Directory cover reflected my two pas-

sions – our SLPs and my dogs! Thanks to Governor 

Katie and Lt. Governors Tien and McCrey for agree-

ing to pose with us! And to my grandchildren Addy 

and Preston and my four legged furbabies Lilah, 

Cubby, Leo and Bogie.  And a guest appearance by 

rescue Feather! 

We had a Pom playday as a service project with the 

North Garland High School Key Club, the Allen High 

School Key Club and the Circle K Club from the Uni-

versity of Texas at Dallas. They worked with Recycled 

Pomeranians and Schipperkes Rescue based in Gar-

land!  It warms my heart! 

What would the Christmas Holi-

days be without Santa and Mrs. 

Claus! 

We did away with the traditional K-Family and Mid-Winter conferences, and went to 3 Mid-Year 

conferences in Mid West City for the Heartland Region, in Arlington for the Metroplex Region and 

lastly in San Antonio for the South Texas Region.  Each of these Mid-Year conferences exceeded at-

tendance at past traditional events.  And more of our Sponsored Leadership students were present!  
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The Heartland Mid-Year was our first stop – it was 

an amazing event! They set the bar really high for 

the other Mid-Years! Attendance at this one event 

came close to attendance at both K-Family and Mid-

Winter events from the prior year! 

The Metroplex Mid-Year was our second stop, and the weekend was combined with our second 

board meeting!  The event was held at Martin High School in Arlington, and we had well over 100 

Key Clubbers in attendance, in addition to the more than 200 Kiwanians there as well!   

And finally, San Antonio really knows how to throw 

a party!  The Alamo Kiwanis Club was there in force!  

And there was dancing……………………….. 

We came ever closer to meeting our goal internationally of raising $110 million to Eliminate Mater-

nal and Neo Natal Tetanus.  Most recent figures show we are at just over $100 million, and T-O has 

pledged to fulfill our commitment to raise $5 – and we’re half way there.  And we lead the world in 

model clubs!  So thank you Texas-Oklahoma for your continued commitment to ridding the world 

of this horrible disease!  We saw many Zellers and Centennials awarded this year at various events 

culminating with the District Convention! 

Even our SLPs got in on the  Zeller act!  The CKI at UTD got their first Zeller!  Richard Melton got 

his Zeller in Abilene!  And Skip and Charlette Little along with Governor-Elect Erby and myself 

received our Centennial Awards in San Antonio! 
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We raised enough money for the Women in Kiwanis endowed schol-

arship to be funded and we’ll be able to begin using those funds this 

coming year for those SLP students who need financial assistance to 

attend leadership conferences!  One of our proudest moments at 

DCON! 

And we did some “slightly” different things at our Dis-

trict convention this year.  Who would have believed 

that we’d see an International president dressed in drag 

wearing cowboy boots and lip syncing to “How much is 

that doggy in the window”?  

And we got to see T-O’s lip sync                          

version of Sister Sledge

mouthing “We are family”!   

And who could forget 

Elvis’ “Are you lone-

some tonight”?   Pat-

rick – you were spec-

tacular! 

 And some of us reached deep down to our 

high school band and drill team days to “sync” 

and dance to Bruno Mars “Uptown Funk”!   
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So many laughs and good memories!  Texarkana, you made 

memories for the record books!  Allen will have some very big 

shoes to fill next year, but we’re up for the challenge!  I think 

we’ve hit the turning point for making our DCON event FUN 

again!   

We collected school supplies for the Texarkana School District, 

and pet supplies for the local shelter as our service project.  

Thank you Dr. Kemp for al-

lowing Tuck to pose for a pic-

ture with all the shelter dona-

tions! 

And we started a new arm of the T-O Kiwanis family – K-Paws!  for 

our four legged friends who want to be involved in service too!  We 

donated almost 100 pet food bowls to the shelter, and sold others 

that could be donated or kept for our member’s pets!  The funds 

raised from the sale of the food bowls went to Women in Kiwanis.  

And there were opportunities to adopt a pet from the local shelter – 

Dr. Joanna Pridgen (also lt. Governor!) offered to anyone who 

adopted a shelter pet from Texarkana, that she would spay or neu-

ter them at no cost!   

There were some other amazing T/O District Conventions this year ……. 

Key Club’s convention theme this year 

was “Service Adventure” with a Ju-

rassic Park look!  They had over 1,200 

in attendance.  And I was honored to 

be photographed with Past Key Club 

Governor Hilary Blake and Governor 

Katie Wilson!  Beautiful young ladies 

– I’m so proud of you both!
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And then there was the Circle K Convention: 

I was honored to speak at the Circle K Con-

vention this year, and I couldn’t be more 

proud of my students at UTD – they took 17 

of the 19 awards given at DCON!  What are 

they going to do for next year ? 

And this year we’ve really focused on “Bridging the Gap” – that period of time when a student is 

transitioning from High School to College, from College to the work world, or perhaps they choose 

to go directly into the world of making a living from High School.  We were blessed this year to 

welcome to of our SLP students into Kiwanis at our District convention and be installed by Kiwanis 

International President, Dr. John Button: 

Immediate Past Key Club Governor was welcomed into the Allen 

Kiwanis Club and is already participating with next year’s conven-

tion committee as well as other service projects while she’s attend-

ing Collin College this fall!  Welcome my Key Club daughter – I’m 

so proud of you!  The Allen Club also awarded Katie a Centennial 

Award at the ElimiNate luncheon on Saturday at the convention! 

And the Texarkana Kiwanis club welcomed Immediate Past Key 

Club Lt. Governor Rebekah Drennon into their Kiwanis ranks!  

She will be attending school in Texarkana and decided to join the 

Texarkana Kiwanis club! 

Welcome to both of these wonderful young ladies – you are a shining example of the “Bridge the 

Gap” Program!  And of course you make the average age of your respective clubs go WAY down!  

Thank you! 

We’ve proven that we can do business (by passing the Trustee structure, electing new District lead-

ership and pledging to fulfill our responsibility until we’ve reached our goal) and have some laughs 

too!  We had some pretty visible logos this year! 



8 

I am proud to be a part of a group of some of the most wonderful leaders from around the world – 

the 2014-2015 class of Governors!  And I got to hang out with some of the big wigs in Indy – Presi-

dent John Button, Immediate Past President Gunter Gasser and ElimiNate World Wide Chair, our 

very own Randy Delay! 

The 6 objects of Kiwanis have stood the test of time for 100 years.  Some have tried to change them 

at various conventions, and each and every time they have been met with a resounding “NO”!  

This year I have been privileged to meet so many Kiwanians who embody those objects.  But my 

favorite one is Number 5: 

“To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render al-

truistic service, and to build better communities.” 

To all who helped make this year a success, and especially to my BFF Susan for always being there, 

listening to my questions and providing answers, and for giving me lots of material for laughs over 

the year!  I love you all! 

Governor Colleen 
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Governor Erby Eikner 

I am proud to have the opportunity to serve as the 2015-16 Governor of 
The Texas Oklahoma District of Kiwanis International, and I look forward 
to working with you this year.  At our recent district convention in Texar-
kana there were landmark decisions made that will shape the future of the 
Texas Oklahoma District as we begin the next 100 years of Kiwanis.   What 
will be your club’s impact on the next Kiwanis century?  By taking con-
crete steps right now your club can help ensure that Kiwanis remains a 
strong, capable organization that can handle any challenges the future of-
fers.  

My focus this year will be “Strengthening Our Future.” 

1. Strengthen Our Clubs - Ensure our clubs are strong, vibrant and growing.
2. Strengthen Our SLP relationships - Visiting, participating with, and supporting our SLPs.
3. Strengthen Our Service - Start new service projects or expand current projects.

This year Kiwanis International is introducing the I-Plan.  This is Kiwanis’ strategic plan to guide all 
levels of our organization to set and achieve common goals.  The I-Plan focuses on four key priority ar-
eas:  Inspiration (membership), Impact (meaningful service), Image (branding), and Investment 
(financial resources and stewardship). 

When all levels of our organization move together toward common goals, our global network grows, 
our clubs and communities benefit, and children thrive.  The Texas Oklahoma District will begin to 
look at how we can align our efforts with the I-Plan ensuring that Kiwanians at all levels are moving 
forward together to have a stronger impact on our communities. 

Leo Tolstoy said, “Life is a place of service.  Joy can only be real if people look upon their life as a ser-
vice and have a definite object in life outside themselves and their personal happiness.” 

We, as Kiwanians, should look at life as an opportunity for service.  We have six objects that should 
guide us in our lives.  We serve not for ourselves but for the children of the world.  When we joined Ki-
wanis we made a commitment – a commitment to service; a commitment to help those who cannot 
help themselves; a commitment to make a difference in our community, our nation and our world.  I 
challenge you recommit yourself to your club and its projects, to our worldwide service project, and to 
all the children who need what we can provide.  To put it simply, recommit yourself to being a Kiwani-
an.   

Yours In Service, 
Erby Eikner 
2015-16 Governor 
Texas Oklahoma District 
Kiwanis International 
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The Eliminate Project campaign had a great time at the T-O Convention.  It began with the District Eliminate 

booth offering information, brochures and an opportunity to make donations for Centennial Awards and Zeller 

Fellowships.  Twelve Centennial Awards and three Zeller awards were presented during the convention.  Con-

gratulations to the Oklahoma City Kiwanis Club and the Richardson TX Kiwanis Club that gave Model Club 

pledge forms to International President Dr. John Button.   

On Friday, the Silent Auction opened with over 30 items donated by the T-O Kiwanis Clubs.  Division 34 Co-

ordinator Joyce Curry organized the auction and more than $3,000 was raised for MNT.  That will protect the 

lives of 1,667 young women and their future babies from the threat of maternal neonatal tetanus.  Thank you 

and congratulations to Joyce for a successful event.   

Saturday morning started early with more than 50 people participating in the WALK to eliminate MNT led by 

International President Dr. John Button and International Eliminate Chair Randy DeLay.  Thanks to Joe Hol-

land and Drew Mims for organizing this event.  

The Eliminate forum on Saturday morning led by John Button and Randy DeLay gave Kiwanians an oppor-

tunity to ask questions about the progress of the Eliminate Project so far and the future in the countries where 

MNT has not yet been eliminated.    

Dr. Button was the keynote speaker during the Eliminate luncheon and captivated Kiwanians with his experi-

ences during the campaign and visits to countries where the threat of MNT is a daily fact of life.  He truly in-

spired us to reaffirm our goal to “eliminate MNT from the face of the earth.”  During the House of Delegates a 

resolution was unanimously passed to continue with our intent to eliminate MNT.  

Sunday morning the PLGA committed to give $7,500 in matching funds to The Eliminate Project.  Be watch-

ing for more information about how the funds will be made available.  Thank you for the generosity and com-

mitment of the Past Lt. Governors’ Association.    

The funds raised during the convention for The Eliminate Project totaled nearly $75,000, protecting over 

40,000 women and their future babies from the threat of MNT.  Congratulations to the Texas-Oklahoma Dis-

trict for their amazing support and commitment to “Serving the Children of the World.” 

During the Texas-Oklahoma district convention, 

President Button and Campaign Chairman DeLay 

were presented with the Kiwanis Club of Oklahoma 

City Model Club commitment forms. Thank you for 

committing to protect nearly 25,000 lives from teta-

nus.  

Also shown are Francine Eikner, District Chair and 

John Martin,  Oklahoma coordinator for Eliminate. 
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL AND JCI FORMALLY SIGN 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  

AND FORM NEW PARTNERSHIP 

Scott Greenlee , past 2007 JCI World President is seen here 

with KI President-elect Sue Petrisin.  Scott recently joined 

Kiwanis. 

“Kiwanis offers the same opportunities as JCI,” Greenlee 

said. “I love the overwhelming mission of helping the chil-

dren who are often underserved and over challenged.” The 

new partnership will allow both organizations more oppor-

tunities to reach the next generation of leaders, perform ser-

vice projects that engage communities and provide lasting 

impact and give opportunities for leadership development.  

President–elect Sue is encouraging all Kiwanis clubs to seek out their local JCI chapter as partners 

in community service.   She issued the following talking points for all clubs: 

1. Kiwanis clubs are encouraged to seek out their local JCI chapter as partners in community

service. 

* Learn where your service opportunities intersect and find out how your members'

strengths and connections can    benefit all that you do.

* Look for partnerships that will help JCI and your club build a stronger network in your

community 

2. Kiwanis clubs are encouraged to build relationships with their local JCI chapter as a way to

strengthen membership. 

* JCI membership ends at age 40, and service-minded JCI members will be looking for ways

to continue service with a great club in the future. Be sure you invite them to participate in

service and social activities in your club--and then remember to invite them to join after

JCI.

* Even if JCI members don't join your club, a great relationship still builds your club's net

work--which means better service, partnership and fundraising opportunities all around. 
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 Texas-Oklahoma District of Kiwanis International 
  2015 - 2016 Distinguished Club Program 
         “Serving the Children of the World” 

                and  
              “Strengthening Our Future” 

 
CRITERIA      

 
 

*Membership Growth  Club has a net increase in membership. 
     A club must be at charter strength (15 or more). 
 
*Leadership Education  Club president & secretary participated in Club  

 Leadership Education (in person or online). 
 
*Service Leadership   Club sponsors a Service Leadership Program or  
       Programs   made a monetary contribution ($150 minimum)  

 to the District Foundation for SLP support. 
 
*Local Community    Club provided service projects or programs to the  
       Service    children of the community.   
 
New Club Growth Initiative Club sponsored or co-sponsored a new Kiwanis Club. 
 
Global     Club supported the ELIMINATE Project or the Kiwanis  
Community Service   International Foundation. 
 
     Club was represented by one or more members at one  
Conference Attendance  Division Council meeting and one of the following: 
     Mid-Year Conference, District Convention or International 
     Convention. 
 

Club and Division  Club completed two or more inter-club visits with clubs in their division or clubs in other 
divisions. (See interclub guidelines at http://txokkiwanis.org/forms-and-reports/)  

 

*Required criteria 

 

Club must complete the four required criteria plus two of the other four criteria to 

be a Distinguished Club.   

 

Clubs attaining distinguished designation will receive distinguished pins for club presi-
dent & secretary and a banner patch. 

 

Club Secretaries:   Please keep track during the year and be prepared to report results at the 
end of 2016.   

http://txokkiwanis.org/forms-and-reports/
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Community Service Project at DCON Big 
Our goal is to leave our convention city in a better place than before we came, and we will accomplish 

this by asking everyone to bring school supplies for the local schools in Texarkana, as well as pet sup-

plies for the local animal shelters! We want to be able to help as many of our local children, of both the 

2 legged and 4 legged varieties!” -Governor Colleen  

Convention Attendees stepped up to donate     

hundreds of school supplies for local Texar-

kana schools.  The T/O District donated 100              

backpacks too! 

Willis Holland guards the hundreds of 

pounds of pet food that was donated along 

with all kinds of supplies for the Texarkana 

shelter.  In addition T/O District donated a 

new   K-Paws bowl for every  kennel at the 

shelter! 

Women in Kiwanis Rolls Out Awesome One Time Only  Product! 

K-Paws Bowls along with certificate of membership for 

the Texas Oklahoma K-Paws Club were sold at DCON 

with all monies raised benefiting the Women in Kiwanis 

Scholarship within the T/O Foundation.  Funds raised go 

to support our SLP students at leadership conferences. Oso Miller loves his new K-Paws Bowl! 
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“Own Your Future” 
 

Texas-Oklahoma Kiwanis Members, 

 

Please don’t forget to contribute to the OWN YOUR FUTURE building 
fund!  Be a part of owning our own District facility and eventually assist 
your Kiwanis District with no leasing and no debt.  In August of 2011, 
the T-O Foundation made it possible to purchase a two-story building to 
house all of our office needs and expand to much greater use.  While we 
lease from the Foundation, our goal is to return the funds to the Founda-
tion and finally be relieved of any budgeting for office space.  Together 
over the past 4 years, we have returned 1/3 of the funds to the T-O Foun-
dation.  While this is a great accomplishment, we still have more to go.   

 

It is a simple plan. Donate at least $40 OR MORE to receive a leaf on our RECOGNITION WALL DISPLAY or donate 
$200 OR MORE and receive a permanent tribute or memorial brick, as well as, a leaf on our RECOGNITION WALL 
DISPLAY.   

$1000 Building Fund Challenge 
 

At the District Convention in Texarkana, Past Governor Bill Rauhauser and Past First Lady Carol 
issued a $1000 challenge.   

 

Our District Office Building in Pantego, Texas is in serious need of improvements.  It has been nec-
essary to replace one of four air conditioning units already, and the other three will probably need 
replacement in the near future.  The roof will soon need some attention.  We also need to put in 
an elevator to meet the city code.  All of these things are very costly. 

 

Bill and Carol are challenging all Kiwanians in the district to consider matching the $1000 amount 
to offset some of our building repair costs.  However, any amount would be appreciated.   

 

Any club that donates $500 or more will receive a banner patch.  Also, for every $200 donated, you can honor either a club member or 
club with a permanent tribute of a memorial brick.  These honor bricks will be placed in the flowerbeds at the office in Pantego. 

 

Please consider donating to the future of the Texas-Oklahoma District of Kiwanis. 

 

Checks should be made out to: T-O Kiwanis District.  Mail to: T-O Kiwanis District, 3010 W. Park Row Dr, Ste 
100, Pantego, TX  76013.     

YES, I want to be part of the “Own the Future” campaign. 

 

Please make signature within the box – write boldly 

 

 

 

CLUB NAME___________________________________________________ DIVISION __________ 
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Leaving a Legacy at T-O District Headquarters 

Leave your stamp at our new Texas-Oklahoma District facility with a contribution of $200.  Placement of 
your personal brick will pay tribute in any way you wish.  Honor a Kiwanis friend who passed away.  Pay 
tribute to your own family, grandchildren, a fellow-club member who has contributed honor to your club, 
your personal achievement, or any other noteworthy person or event important to you.   

With a donation of $200, you will be honored with a stamped brick located in an area surrounding the 
parking lot leading to the entry and flower beds of our new headquarters’ home.  These “Honor bricks” 
will be placed beginning at the entry porch on a first-come-first serve basis.  You will be entitled to 3 lines 
with 16 characters/spaces per line inscribed on your brick.   

Print clearly your chosen text for your “Honor Brick” 

A PROUD KIWANIAN 

JOHN DOE 

T-O VILLE KIWANIS 

With the Honor Brick donation, please also sign the reverse side as you are eligible for the RECOGNITION 
WALL DISPLAY. 

Be sure to turn this completed form (with your contribution) directly to the T-O Kiwanis District at 3010 W. Park 
Row Dr. #100, Pantego, TX  76013.  Phone # 817-640-7711. 

Paying by credit card? 

Payment:     Visa  MasterCard     Discover     AMEX 

       Amount to Charge $___________    Security Code on Back: _____________ 

Credit Card Number: _________________________   Expiration Date ___ ___ MM/YY 

Complete Billing Address: ________________________________________________ 

Cardholder’s Name:  __________________________ Billing Zip Code: ____________ 

Cardholder’s Signature: __________________________________________________ 

Mail to:  3010 W. Park Row Dr. #100, Pantego, TX  76013 or Fax to:  866-574-0698 

    



 16 

2014-2015 WEBSITE CONTEST WINNERS 

Division Website Contest: 

1st PLACE  - DIVISION WEBSITE CONTEST 
Division 39 - Cheryl Litke, Webmaster 

Club Website Contest: 

OKLAHOMA ENTRY 

Club Key Division Members 
MEDIUM SIZE CLUB - 21 TO 45 MEMBERS 
1st PLACE  - WEBSITE CONTEST - MEDIUM SIZE CLUB 
Adco, Stilwell – Penny Dotson, Webmaster K09008 K2631 23 

TEXAS ENTRIES 

SMALL SIZE CLUB - UP TO 20 MEMBERS 
1st PLACE  - WEBSITE CONTEST - SMALL SIZE CLUB 
Mansfield Afternoon - Cheryl Litke, Webmaster  K16970 K2639  14 

LARGE SIZE CLUB - GREATER THAN 45 MEMBERS 
1st PLACE  - WEBSITE CONTEST - LARGE SIZE CLUB 
Abilene - Charles Kirkpatrick, Webmaster  K00403 K2635 106 

2nd PLACE  - WEBSITE CONTEST - LARGE SIZE CLUB  
Mc Kinney - Mark Burns, Webmaster K03418 K2602 99 

3rd PLACE TIE - WEBSITE CONTEST - LARGE SIZE CLUB 
Arlington - Laura Lammons, Webmaster  K03880 K2639  57 

3rd PLACE TIE - WEBSITE CONTEST - LARGE SIZE CLUB  
Denton, Breakfast, Denton - Jack D. Becker, Webmaster K05278 K2608  46 
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 John Button flipping pancakes John Miller at picnic 

Sue Petrisin Banner 
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TX-OK Governor Colleen 

Russell Waite and  John Button Past KI Pres. Sylvester Neal & Robin 
Meyer
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Tim Harris & Rene Ford CKI representatives at ICON 

Kiwanis Family Room 
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Ray and Birdie Ooley Kiwanis Club of Borger Div 33 - Mary Kay Phelan w/parents 
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Ki-Notes Guidelines: 

We prefer pictures and articles to be sent via email. 

Pictures should not be embedded in articles or any other document formats. Pictures should 
be sent as an attachment with your article. Please send pictures in JPG or TIFF format with a 

resolution (dpi) of no less than 175 -200.  All pictures may be sent in color. 

Articles should be sent in Word or simply written in the body of the email message block. Ac-

companying all articles and photos should be: 

We publish all information received as long as it pertains to Kiwanis. If we receive pictures 

and articles of the same event from more than one person, we ask that they be sent to us at 

the same time in order for us not to duplicate the information in a later issue of Ki-Notes. 

Many clubs send more photos than can be published in a single issue.  Please be sure to 
check out our photo gallery as all photos sent in, whether published or not, or placed in the 

photo gallery for all to see. 

The email address to send all articles and pictures is: txokkinotes@gmail.com 

You may copy and paste this address in your email contacts so it is handy when you are 

ready to submit a story. 

Those who do not have the capability to transmit via email may still use USPS. The mail-

ing address is: 

The name of the Club 

A contact person 

Contact person’s phone 

number and/or email address 

TX-OK District Office 

3010 W. Park Row Dr. #100 

Pantego, TX 76013 

817-640-7711 

mailto:txokkinotes@gmail.com



