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Jim Proctor – Vice President, Board of Trustees 

 

Jim Proctor has been a member of First Unitarian Church of Chicago for many years.  He currently 

sings in the church choir and participates in the Men's Group, the Global Studies Group and the 

Committee on Ministry. He is serving for the second time on the Board of Trustees, and in the past, 

he has served on the Worship & Music Committee, the Growth Committee, the Strategic Planning 

Committee and the Search Committee for our ministers, Rev. Teri & David Schwartz.  He has twice 

served as a mentor in our Coming of Age program and twice served as a facilitator in the Our Whole 

Lives program. 

 

 

Dr. Beverly Bennett – Board Trustee  

 

Dr. Beverly Bennett received her doctoral degree in Adult Continuing Education.  She is a resident of 

Hyde Park and has been a member of First Unitarian Church of Chicago for 16 years.  She has 

served as a Worship Associate, choir member, Religious Education Committee member and as a 

guest speaker, giving two sermons in 2014.  She has received numerous awards as a principal in the 

Chicago Public Schools, including the CPS Outstanding Leadership Award and the Cook County 

Board of Commissioners Award.  As a single parent, she has had the support of family and friends to 

assist in raising her daughter, Paige.  Dr. Bennett believes the religious education program at First 

Unitarian has played a very significant role in her daughter's growing years.  She participates in the 

community by serving on the University of Chicago Service League Board and the Women's Board of 

the DuSable Museum.  She was recognized last year at First Unitarian’s membership celebration for 

her 15 years of membership.  She would be honored to serve as a board member at First Unitarian. 

 

 

Dennis Koehn – Board Trustee  

 

Dennis Koehn has been an active member of First Unitarian Church of Chicago, serving as chair of 

the Adult Religious Education Committee, co-leading the Buddhist Meditation Group, leading a 

number of classes and groups, singing in the choir and providing two sermons.  In three decades of 

management consulting, he has worked with dozens of congregations, provided executive coaching 

to CEOs and led many organizations through strategic planning processes.  He earned a Master of 

Divinity degree at Harvard in 1978 and recently served as president of the Harvard Divinity School 

Alumni Association.  In 2015, he completed a Ph.D program at Chicago Theological Seminary with 

research focused on the relationship between religion and war.  



 

 

Christine Harrell M. Ed – Alternate Board Trustee 

 

Christine Harrell has been a member of First Unitarian Church of Chicago since 2013.  She has 

served as a Worship Associate, a member of the Committee on Ministry as well as assisted 

with Sunday service, the Talent Auction and Thanksgiving dinner.  She also participates in First U's 

Young Adult Group and the UU Christian Group. Christine loves the diversity of First U, the friendly, 

welcoming spirit as well as the commitment to social justice.  In her professional life, Christine is a 

Head Start teacher at Alexander Graham School in Canaryville.  She is the union delegate for her 

school and a member of the Chicago Teachers Union CORE caucus (Caucus of Rank and File 

Educators).  Christine is passionate about social justice in education.  She earned her Bachelor of 

Science degree in Early Childhood Education at DePaul University and her Master of Education 

degree at Christian Brothers University (Memphis, TN).  Christine is a lifelong Chicagoan.  Born and 

raised in West Ridge, she now lives in Bronzeville with her three cats: Francis, Vinnie and Salma. 

 

 

Kay Poyner Brown -  Program Council Chair 

 

Kay Poyner Brown is a retired public education administrator.  Her focus was on professional 

development for teachers and administrators.  She sought to introduce ideas and practices that would 

impact the improvement of teaching and outcomes for students.  She relocated to Hyde Park two 

years ago to be close to the lake, the city, the area’s abundant green space and its amazing people. 

 

 

Anita Orilkoff – Social Justice Chair 

 

Anita Orilkoff has been active in all aspects of First Unitarian Church of Chicago.  She grew up here 

attending RE classes and has been a member of the RE Council, Chair of the Program Council, a 

board alternate, member of the worship and music teams, a leader in the Spiritual Pluralism Project, 

co-chair of Sacred Spaces, a member of the Nominating Committee and more.  She is the current 

Social Justice Council Chair and would love to continue to build on the work of the church.  She 

continues her hopes and dreams for social justice becoming more integrated in all aspects of church 

life and continues to work toward the creation of better awareness of all that our church members and 

friends do to make the world a better place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Marjorie Boyles – Religious Education Chair 

 

Marjorie Boyles is a teacher, artist and mother.  She believes in the dignity of responding 

authentically to children’s questions and observations about the world.  Having taught visual art for 

children through adult for 17 years, she believes that quality art education helps form the creative 

leaders of tomorrow.  She completed her Master of Arts in Teaching at Columbia College Chicago 

and her Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting at Indiana University.  This summer she starts her Master of 

Fine Arts program at the School of the Art Institute.  In addition to teaching, she has completed 

commissions for oil paintings, portraits in various media, murals public and private, coordinated 

gallery exhibitions and done fundraising and marketing.  She attended Fairview Presbyterian Church 

in Indianapolis for much of her life and joined the church in 1986.  What she loved about it was: the 

children’s choir, the weekly social gathering and dinner known as “Wacky Wednesdays”, the time to 

sit and contemplate, singing, Vacation Bible School, the annual Fish Fry fundraiser, children’s 

musicals performed in church and on the little stage in Fellowship Hall, having tea during coffee hour, 

camp, Habitat for Humanity and other service projects.  She also participated in pre-K, ballet and 

voice lessons that were held in classrooms and studios in the church building. Marjorie says, “My 

parents chose Fairview Presbyterian because it was a great church for kids.  I came to First U for the 

same reason.”  Since the birth of her first son in 2005, she had been looking for a congregation that 

felt right - specifically one to entrust exposing her children to religious thought, uplifting interaction 

and to act like a second family.  “Ms. Virginia is why we kept coming to First U,” she says.  “My sons, 

Soren and Zaib, attend RE, and I am happy to contribute to the RE program.” 

 

 

Jean W. Hester – Nominating Committee 

 

Jean W. Hester attended McCosh Elementary, Englewood High School, Chicago Teachers College 

and DePaul University.  She married, gave birth to Mitchell and Elliott and moved to Markham, IL, 

where Dordie was born.  It was there her civil rights activism began.  In the late 1960's, she moved 

back to Chicago with her children and her late husband, Melvin, joining All Souls Unitarian 

Universalist Church, where she served in the choir.  In 2014, she joined First Unitarian Church of 

Chicago, where she sings in the choir.  Her volunteer work and employment includes serving as the 

Education Committee chair of the South Suburban Human Relations Organization (SHURE), 

Education Committee chair of Bradwell Elementary School PTA, Program Administrator for the 

Leadership Resource Program (LRP), Advisory Board Member of the National Conference of 

Christians and Jews, Interim Executive Director of the South Shore Commission, Owner/Operator of 

Proof In Promo, an in-store promotional sales service; membership in the Hyde Park Chamber of 

Commerce, a member of the Women's Board, Illinois Central Community Hospital, an Equal 

Opportunity Specialist with the United States Department of Education, Midwest Regional Office from 

1985 to 2006 and a member of the  Hyde Park Art Center "Brown Baggers."  She is a founding 

member of the first racially integrated group of south suburban housewives who successfully fought 

for membership in the previously all white University of Illinois' Homemakers Extension Bureau. 

 


