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Wow! Four years! Wherever did the time go? I know; really, I do. I spent those past years 

enjoying, praying for, being prayed for, learning, sharing, experiencing fellowship, being in 

worship with, attending meetings, planning and executing leadership meetings, planning 

and carrying out District events, working/planning at and attending Conference 

meetings…whew!  You would think this is what I did for all this time. What were the 

returns from all of this you may well ask? Sisters, I need to ask YOU that question, though. 

Did you see the team share God’s love in the planned activities, or the planned or 

unplanned encounters? I pray that you did, as that was the hoped-for end result of ALL 

the planning: That we were the hands and feet of Christ in everything we did for and with 

you and that God was glorified. 

There appears to have been a lot of planning taking place, doesn’t there?  But that was the 

best part of it all. The Leadership Team would gather and plan together to ensure that the 

best program/event was presented for YOU. This was, without a doubt, one my greatest 

joys during my time of serving as your District President.  

During this season of activity as we “plan,” I ask that you take time to remember the 

reason we celebrate and the hoped-for outcome from God’s planning and ours is that HE is 

glorified. 

We read in Ecclesiastes:  “to everything there is a season and a time for every purpose…” My 

season has come to a close and the planning is going to be done by another group and led 

by an amazing woman of faith, our new District President, Mrs. Linda Gustafson.  As this 

door is closed on my time, she enters through another door bringing to you her skills, her 

joys and her hope for all of us as United Methodist Women in the East Central District.  

I thank the Leadership Team for the friendships developed, for the hours spent in your   

company, for the laughter, the tears (there were some), for the healthy discussions and the 

love we shared for our God, United Methodist Women and each other.  

To every member of United Methodist Women in the East Central District, I thank you for 

your support shown by your  attendance at events, providing your reports (and pledges) as 

needed and your grace and love shown to me by your cards, emails and, gosh, your hugs. 

(Still need those, though; you can give Linda 

only so many ☺☺☺☺) 

I am excited about what our new President will 

bring to the table and together with you, wish 

her and the new Leadership Team our prayers 

and best wishes. 

To each of you, my heartfelt thanks, my prayers 

and my best to you and your family. May you 

enjoy a Merry Christmas and God’s grace for 

the New Year. 

With love and grace,  

Signing off one last time,  

_çÇÇ VtÅÑuxÄÄ?_çÇÇ VtÅÑuxÄÄ?_çÇÇ VtÅÑuxÄÄ?_çÇÇ VtÅÑuxÄÄ? EC District President of 

United Methodist Women     Welcome, Linda Gustafson! 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS SO YOU DON’T MISS THESE IMPORTANT DATES: 
January 23, 2016…District Officer Training (FUMC Apopka) 

April 16, 2016…Spring Day Apart (Grace UMC, Lake Mary) 

July 7-10, 2016…Mission u (Bethune-Cookman University, Daytona Beach) 

September 17, 2016…Mission Studies Sampler (Sanlando UMC, Longwood) 

October 22, 2016…District Annual Meeting (First Winter Garden) 

November 5, 2016…Conference Annual Meeting (TBD)  

 

 

First Event of 2016 

Leadership Training of Local Officers 

Saturday, January 23, 2016 

First United Methodist Church of Apopka 

201 S. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32703 

9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

 
We will have training for Unit Presidents, Vice Presidents, 

Secretaries, Treasurers, Secretaries of Program Resources, 

Committee on Nominations, and Mission Coordinator for 

Membership. 

 
Send confirmation of the number from your unit that will be attending, to Linda 

Gustafson, 407-877-3099 or email lindag65@cfl.rr.com. 
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SECOND TIME AROUND!  The Daughters of Lydia Circle at FUMC, Clermont, once again 
coordinated and completed a December Gift Project for ALL the babies born at South Lake 
Hospital in Clermont.  Many pairs of hands were involved in purchasing soft, fleece fabric, 
cutting out stocking patterns, sewing, printing the poem and more; cost covered by our mission 
fundraising.  The hand-knitted Christmas hats were made by Edith Bruns, who worked on them 
throughout the year.  The poem was written by Ruth Groves, a long-time member of the United 
Methodist Women, now in her heavenly home: 

A bundle of love has come your way. 
One to give you happiness every day. 

It will giggle and wiggle and bring you love. 
Love that comes from God above. 

United Methodist Women love your bundle too, 

We made this stocking especially for you. 

 

Work on the Christmas Stocking Project began this summer.  Daughters of Lydia, Morning Joy 
and Lunch Bunch Circle members pictured far right:   Judy Stambaugh, Sharon Kowalski, Mary 
Lou Abel, Mimi Sanderlin, Rosemary Yoder, Noelene McCall, and Sue Friend.  Our unit of 
United Methodist Women is delighted that once again Daughters of Lydia Circle planned this 
project so that members from all of our circles could be a part of it!  What fun to spread His 
love!  
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Flagler Beach United Methodist Women officers presented the Disability Etiquette Skit “Can 
You Believe It?” from the mission study The Church and People with Disabilities at the 
November 12th regular meeting.  They played several friends getting together for lunch. These 
five persons with disabilities had a hash-out session about unbelievably poor etiquette and insults 
they often endure. From the left, Gayle Goodman in a wheelchair; Darlene Hunter, blind; Bette 
Rountree, a woman with unseen physical problems; Martha Luke, sign language interpreter for 
her deaf friend, Joyce McDonald.  Carol Elliott, standing, was the wait person and props master. 

 
CHRISTMAS TO DO LIST 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among brothers, 
To make music in the heart. 

—Howard Thurman 
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Alma Manney and Ladye Cox were the guest 

speakers at Sanlando United Methodist 

Church's Grace Circle's November 30th 

meeting to discuss "What does it mean to be a 

member of United Methodist Women?"  They 

shared some of the history of United Methodist 

Women and the positive ways it has touched 

their lives including friendships, strength 

through difficult life events, and spiritual 

education. The women encouraged our circle to 

attend United Methodist Women-related 

conferences and to not only learn, but also to 

use the teachings for godly works. We were so blessed to hear their wisdom and experience the 

love they have for United Methodist Women.  

 

On Saturday, December 5th, 

over 321+ attended the annual 

“Breakfast with Santa” hosted 

by the First United Methodist 

Church of Oviedo United 

Methodist Women.  Children 

and their families enjoyed a 

delicious pancake breakfast 

while listening to carolers 

prior to starting a fun-filled 

morning of listening to the 

Story Teller in the main 

Sanctuary, making Christmas 

ornaments at several craft 

tables, and finally visiting and 

getting their pictures taken 

with Mr. and Mrs. Santa 

Claus. 
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During an event January 2014 for District Officers hosted by the Florida Conference United 
Methodist Women, your District Leadership Team announced its goal to present General 
Conference information at every event in 2014. We met that goal. As our terms end December 
31, 2015, we would like to highlight the legislation that our National Organization is presenting 
to the 2016 General Conference. 
 

The Book of Discipline Legislation 
Recommends: 

� a change in the relationship to the General Board of Global Ministries 
� consistent representation by the United Methodist Women Program Advisory Group 
� General Provisions Lay Order to include individuals consecrated and commissioned to 

the Office of Deaconess and Home Missioner 
� Ecclesiastical support for consecrated/commissioned deaconesses and home missioners 

serving the church in chaplaincy or counseling ministries as required for professional 
certification. (new) 

 
The Book of Resolutions Legislation 

Recommends: 
� the adoption of 3 new resolutions 
� the re-adoption of 3 resolutions “as is” 
� the re-adoption of 14 resolutions “as amended” 

 
Details about United Methodist Women Legislation for Submission to General Conference are 
available here: 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/gc2016/resolutions 

 
Secretaries of Program Resources – Ladye Cox 

The organization of the United Methodist Women provides so many great resources for local 

units and their circles/groups. The 2016 resources are exceptional and these resources can be 

viewed at www.ummissionresources.org. The resources can be ordered by phoning  1-800-305-

9857, by faxing 1-770-280-0061 or by emailing cs@umwmissionresources.org. The District 

Secretary of Program Resources may order only a certain number of resources for display and 

sale at the District events. Those resources are on consignment and may be held only for a few 

days before being returned. One of the responsibilities of the local Secretaries of Program 

Resources is to place orders with UMW Mission Resources for Reading Program Books and 

other items that cannot be obtained at any of the District events.  
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(Program Resources cont’d)  

Some of the resources available are the Program Book for 2015-16 which is titled Growing in 

Blessedness. This is a resource to help plan programs for circle or unit meetings. ($10) Also, 

include the 2016 Prayer Calendar ($14) in these meetings. Lift up the names of the Mission 

Personnel listed for each day and remember the mission projects on the pages. 

 

It has been my pleasure to serve with you for the last two years. I want to wish all of you a 

successful and meaningful year in 2016: doing ministry for women, children and youth. 

TREASURER’S CORNER 

Mission Giving:  Yes! We are near the end of 2015, only 17 days left and 2016 is here. Wow! 
As we plan your budgets, make our pledges, and send in our remittances, may we be reminded to 
give to the Legacy Fund.   
What is the Legacy Fund?  

“The Legacy Fund” 

The Legacy Fund is a key component of the celebration, a permanent endowment of the national 
office of United Methodist Women. Its purpose is to ensure the work of United Methodist 
Women for the next 150 years. Interest earned by this fund will be added to the undesignated 
pledge-giving of members. 
To enhance this Fund, each member of United Methodist Women is challenged to contribute an 
annual gift of $18.69 (in addition to her pledge). There are multiple easy and fun ways to achieve 
this goal. 
Retired deaconesses and missionaries at Brooks-Howell Home who served under appointment of 
the Women’s Division have contributed $100,000+ as a challenge gift.”  (Quoted from UMW 
website.)  
Thank you: Thanks to the East Central District Leadership Team and all the local units of the 
United Methodist Women for allowing me to be your treasurer for the past two years. In these 
two years, I got an inside look at what it means to be in mission as a member of The United 
Methodist Women.  It has been a joy working with all of you, and being in mission for GOD.  
Pledge, 5-Star Unit, and Rainbow Giver Reports:  Treasurers, if you have not already done 
so, please send your 2015 treasurer’s reports to me.    
As of January 1, 2016, all remittances must go to Mary Ann Murray at: 2936 Golden Birch 

Lane, Longwood, Florida 32750.  
I wish you and your families a blessed Christmas! 
Veronica Aiken, East Central District Treasurer  
480 Timberwolf Trail, Apopka, Florida 32712 

 
roniaik@aol.com  or cell phone: 407-342-0694 
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Your East Central District United Methodist Women Leadership Team enjoyed a great time of 
fellowship on Saturday, December 12th. Outgoing officers shared information with the incoming 
ladies so they can hit the ground running in January. Pictured, left to right, Ladye, Joyce, Judith, 
Ellen, Lana, Veronica, Jean, Yvonne, Linda, Lynn and Mary Ann. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Present, but not pictured, were Celeste and Suzy. 
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East Central District United Methodist Women:  
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Greetings from your Leadership Team: 

Lynn, Linda, Drucilla, Veronica, Jean, Ladye, Joyce, Lana, Celeste, Diane, Christine, 

Ellen and Suzy     
 


