
College Park UMC – Rev. Merrill Frailey 
 
As a newly appointed local pastor at College Park United Methodist Church in Orlando, I knew that one of my first jobs 
was to begin to understand and begin to meet the needs within the community that surrounded us. The neighbors.  
 
Each day when I would come up to the church, I would see bus riders waiting for the bus that picks them up right there on 
Princeton Street, literally at the front doors of our church. They would stand under the covering, in the shade and wait. 
These are neighbors, people employed by the surrounding shops on Edgewater Drive and Publix employees that happen to 
be our next door neighbor. All day long I would see them there. With it being summer, it’s HOT!  
 
One day I went up and introduced myself as the pastor and asked if they would like some water. They said, “Yes.”  
 
As I went into our kitchen I saw an old cooler and thought why not just fill this with ice and bottled waters, make a sign 
that says, “If you are thirsty, please teak one water and know you are loved.” Water for the thirsty, isn’t that what Jesus 
did, quench our thirst?  
 
I then put it out on Facebook and asked if anyone wanted to help with our Bus Riders Water ministry. We received such 
positive response, cases of water showed up at the church and out of town folks sent checks and Publix gift cards to 
purchase more water.  
 
We’ve been doing this for about three weeks now and the thanks is almost daily. Someone stopped someone here at 
CPUMC and let us know how kind they think it is that we are offering water to the hot and thirsty.  Now we have a bigger 
cooler and more permanent sign that won’t blow away…thinking about a little bench for those thirsty to sit on too.   
 
A simple need done to let them know that CPUMC/CARES. 


