
Covenant UMC, Port Orange – Rev. B.J. Foster 

When God first nudged me that this new church I'm serving, needed to bring the 
community together in response to the killings in FL, LA, MN & TX, I tried to brush it off. I 
just arrived. I had no idea how receptive the congregation would be. I don't know the 
community, any public officials or the level of racial discourse. I certainly don't know other 
churches or pastors in the area, especially African-American ones. But thankfully, God is 
steadfast. So Sunday morning, July 10th, I informed the congregation that we were having 
a community wide Prayer Service that Wednesday night. After each service, people shared 
with me how grateful they were that we are doing something. Whew. Maybe we can pull it 
off. 

Totally amazed and overjoyed, many people stepped up to make it happen. I told church 
members and other pastors that it didn't matter to me if we had 5 people or 50 or 5000. I 
was just trying to be obedient to God's calling for us. The message went out as did 
invitations to churches and local city officials.   

That evening, prayers for forgiveness, reconciliation and guidance lifted all of our spirits. 
Rev. Rory Carey from Daytona Christian Center, an African-American church, Port Orange 
Police Chief Thomas Grimaldi and I offered words hope and healing for the 
community. Mayors Locke and Green sent their blessings and gratitude. God's powerful 
presence filled the place as the two choirs and our Praise Team brought us to our knees. 
Pastor Carey offered a prayer of reconciliation. His son, Jason Carey invited the two white 
officers up to "give Satan a black eye." They hugged and sang "I need you. I'll pray for you. 
You pray for me." The 125 worshipers gave $376 for the Port Orange Police Athletic 
League.  

God truly blessed our worship and our efforts to build stronger relationships within our 
community. I can't wait to see how God will grow the seeds that have been planted. All 
glory and honor are His! 


