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Annual Offi  cer Enrichment event takes on a wider identity as 
Presbyterian Leadership Enrichment

 New Covenant’s leadership 

enrichment event will take place 

Saturday, February 6, at Pines PC. 

While the event has always been 

open to all who serve in any sort 

of leadership role in the church, 

questions have always arisen about 

whether non-active Ruling Elders 

were really included. Th e name change 

is an eff ort to clarify the word that this 

is an event to which anyone who holds 

any leadership role in the church—

past or present, ordained or as a group 

leader—is most welcome to attend.

 Th e theme for the 2016 event 

is “Serving Jesus Christ in All Times.” 

It is the call placed on leaders in the 

church to serve the eternal Christ in 

the times and places in which we live 

today. Much of church life is changing 

even as we hold fast to the basics—the 

sovereignty of God, the Lordship of 

Jesus Christ, and the renewal of the 

Holy Spirit. God continues to call 

men and women, young and old to 

proclaim the good news to a world 

that desperately needs it. We believe 

that better understanding the gift s 

and passions of the six generations 

present in our churches allows us 

to face the future boldly and with 

renewed energy for ministry in the 

21st century.

 Th e keynote speaker for 

this event, the Rev. Karl Travis, 

will help us better understand the 

life of the church through the lens 

of generational analysis. Th e lead 

pastor of First PC, Fort Worth, Karl 

is a highly regarded speaker in the 

area of generational landmarks and 

benchmarks. For those who wonder 

what leadership will look like as 

we welcome new generations into 

leadership, 

Karl brings 

a word of 

comfort and 

challenge. 

Leadership 

styles will 

inevitably 

be diff erent 

as our Civic 

and Silent 

Generation 

leaders retire from active duty, as Baby 

Boomers begin to face their own life 

changes and we begin to transition 

toward Gen Xers, Millennials and 

Gen Z stepping into the leadership 

ranks. Karl’s keynote address, “Th ese 

Kids Today! How the Confi rmation 

Class is going to Change Your 

Church, and for the better,” will help 

us move with confi dence into the 

Karl Travis

future to which God points us.

 Following the keynote 

address, participants will have the 

opportunity to attend two workshops. 

Th ere will be three workshops 

particularly addressing how to have 

conversation on particular tough 

topics. Workshop topics draw from 

the wisdom of each generation as 

we look at issues of polity, theology, 

spirituality, and eff ective leadership 

skills. 

 Full details may be found 

in the event brochure which is 

posted on the home page of the 

presbytery website. Registration can 

be completed online or mailed in. 

Participants can reserve a meal ticket 

for $15 which covers continental 

breakfast and lunch. Please help our 

planning by registering by Saturday, 

January 30. 

 Th is no-cost event is brought 

to you by the Congregational 

Resourcing Team of the Presbytery of 

New Covenant.

Serving Jesus in all times

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance helps 
Syrian refugees
 Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the Offi  ce of the General Assembly 

PC(USA), implores us to “choose welcome, not fear” in his statement related to 

the Syrian refugees. You may help the humanitarian response for Syrian refugees 

with contributions through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA). Account 

DR000081. More information http://pda.pcusa.org/situation/syria/
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From the Cole Mine
Rev. Mike Cole, General Presbyter

Presbytery of New Covenant

 Sometimes it doesn’t take 

much to amuse me. 

 Each month I go get my 

hair cut at a nice place. Th ey call 

themselves a “salon,” which sounds 

kind of pretentious, but I really like 

the stylist. At any rate, the shop (I 

much prefer that term—it doesn’t 

sound as frilly) is set up with four rows 

of chairs, two on the outside walls 

and two in the middle directly facing 

each other. With a curious half-mirror 

between them mounted about three 

feet off  the fl oor, so you can only see 

the bottom half of the person sitting 

only three feet in front of you. It 

makes a curious juxtaposition to see 

my own upper half image with the 

lower half image of the person (almost 

always a woman) seated on the other 

side of the mirror. In my fi rst visits 

I was amused at the split image of 

myself with sort of detached legs that 

didn’t belong to me. 

 Th en it occurred to me that 

the person on the other side of the 

mirror was seeing the same thing in 

reverse and I decided to have fun with 

it. I would cross my legs, sit in a very 

un-ladylike position, tap my feet, and 

move my legs around haphazardly just 

to see if I could get a reaction from my 

alter ego. Most of the time, I don’t get 

a reaction because I suppose the other 

person was focused elsewhere, but one 

time the other person did say, “Can 

you stop moving your legs?  It’s very 

distracting!” Th at made my day!!

 Each day is fi lled with 

opportunities to see the lighter side 

of life, but we have become such 

serious people. Social media is fi lled 

with rants and rages. People stake out 

political, theological, and sociological 

turf and defend it as if the future 

depends on their version of truth. 

Don’t get me wrong, there is a lot of 

very serious stuff  going on all around 

us, but getting tightly wound up 

about things we can’t control doesn’t 

contribute to the solutions and it 

makes us grumpier. 

 A couple days ago, a pastor 

friend brightened my day by sharing 

a YouTube video of an episode from 

the Newhart Show. Do you remember 

when “comedy” ruled TV? What 

happened to those days when we 

could turn on the TV and laugh 

at Carol Burnett, Laugh-In or Red 

Skelton? I fi nd it interesting that when 

society was a lot more “buttoned 

down” our entertainment was lite and 

full of laughter, but now that society 

is so much more “free” and fl exible, 

we entertain ourselves with 24-hour 

news, non-stop political commentary, 

exposés about corruption, 

documentaries about every social ill, 

and movies that explore the baser side 

of life.

 But back to the Bob Newhart 

show. Th e episode was one in which 

a client asked Bob, a psychiatrist, for 

help with claustrophobia. She had an 

irrational fear of being “buried alive in 

a box.” Bob’s response was classic. He 

said, “I’m going to give you two words 

to help you control this irrational fear. 

I want you to take them from this 

offi  ce and practice them wherever you 

go.  Th ese are the two words: Stop it! 

Stop it! Two words: S-T-O-P….I-T” 

Th e client said, “What do you mean?” 

Bob replies, “Th is is simple stuff . It’s 

not Yiddish. Stop it!” “So, all I have to 

do to get rid of my fear is to say “stop 

it?” replied the client. “Yes,” responded 

Bob. “Stop it!”

 Th ere are days that I want to 

say that to myself and the world when 

we obsess about what we fear, what’s 

wrong, what we don’t like, what we 

don’t understand, what we disagree 

with, what divides us, or what appalls 

us. Stop it!  Stop…..It! We don’t 

have to succumb to the forces of the 

culture that try to dictate our thought 

processes. We don’t have to give in to 

fear. We don’t have to be disagreeable 

when we disagree. We don’t have to 

understand everything. We don’t have 

to focus on what divides us. We can 

choose to focus on what unites us. 

We don’t have to accept what we have 

been accepting as acceptable because 

it’s really unacceptable.

 Jesus showed us a very 

diff erent, counter-cultural way to live 

where we know, absolutely KNOW 

that we are not in control but God is. 

Th at’s how we stop it and start trusting 

that God has the world’s and our best 

interest at heart. Maybe then we can 

live life to its fullest. Just Stop it!

In Christ,

 Additional Overtures discussed
 Overture 1, which was 

presented by the Session of First PC, 

Conroe, concerned making changes 

in the Manual of Operations for the 

General Assembly. Presbyterians 

have a long-standing commitment 

to fairness and equity in discussions, 

that all voices have equal value in 

conversations. Recent events seem 

to have moved away from that 

commitment in General Assembly 

procedures. Th e Presbytery of 

New Covenant voted to approve 

Overture 1, to modify the Manual of 

Operations. Th e overture will be sent 

to the 222nd General Assembly.

 Overture 2, which was 

presented by the Session of First 

Presbyterian, Bay City, asked the 

222nd General Assembly to amend 

the Book of Order, Section W-4.900 

by striking the current text concerning 

the institution of marriage. Aft er 

discussion from the fl oor at the 

November Presbytery meeting, the 

overture was not approved.
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Clerk’s Corner
Rev. Lynn Hargrove, Stated Clerk

Presbytery of New Covenant

 As I write this at the beginning of December, we are in the season of 

Advent. I saw on Facebook (my source of news and so much more) a challenge 

issued to congregations to post a “selfi e” which included the words, “We Choose 

Welcome!” It made me wonder how welcome looks and feels.

 I have the opportunity to visit with diff erent congregations around the 

presbytery. Sometimes people know that I am coming, and other times, they do 

not. I get to play the “mystery visitor” and see how congregations act toward a 

stranger. It can be fun… and it can be disheartening.

 A couple of years ago, we went to church in a small town in California on 

Pentecost Sunday. It was also Memorial Day. We went to the early service so that 

we could have enough time to get to the airport for our aft ernoon fl ight home. It 

was an interesting experience. Th e woman who was greeting at the door scowled 

at us as she handed us our bulletins. I always try to sit in the middle of the pew 

when visiting so that I am not in anyone’s seat. No one spoke to us—not even 

during the passing of the peace. Th e service was disjointed—a nod to Pentecost, 

and bit patriotic, and the continuation of a sermon series that mentioned neither. 

Th ere seemed to be a power struggle between the interim pastor and the music 

director. It was strange!

 We went back for Easter this year, and it was a totally diff erent 

experience! We were greeted warmly outside the door by a mom and her young 

daughter, and by others when we entered the worship space. We fi led into a 

row of chairs and moved toward the middle, and people welcomed us. Th e 

worship space was fi lling up, and there was a sense of joy in the room. Th e new 

pastor (who had been there about a year) and the music director had a service 

that fl owed well, and was meaningful. (Yes, I know it was Easter, but that can 

get messed up, too!)  It was a totally diff erent church than the one that we 

had visited before, and we were rejoicing! As we left , we shared our previous 

experience with the pastor and thanked him for his ministry there. It obviously 

had made a diff erence!

 Have you ever wondered how your congregation is perceived by someone 

that is visiting? I know that when I served at St. Giles, we would have some 

misses with visitors. We were pretty set in our ways, and weren’t always very 

friendly. I remember a couple of people that came in one Sunday morning, and 

we off ered them coff ee and doughnuts in our kitchen. Th at lasted a few minutes. 

We were about fi ft een minutes away from the beginning of worship, and there 

was no one in the narthex to engage them in conversation and to make them feel 

welcome because we were all scurrying around getting ready. I was not surprised 

that they never came back.

 As we start this New Year, take a look at yourselves on a Sunday 

morning—not just the people, but the facility, too. Is your website current? Are 

your grounds well maintained? Are the bathrooms clean?  Is your child care area 

welcoming with modern equipment?  What do your walls and bulletin boards 

say about you? How are your visitors greeted?  Is there someone else to engage 

them in conversation? Th ere are many more questions, and they can be found on 

our website in the Filing Cabinet under “Mystery Guest.” Take an inventory and 

evaluate if you are extending “welcome.”

 A friend recently told me about a church that he had visited and how 

impressed he was that the greeter was outside the door, and opened it for him 

as he came in. Th at made a big impression! It’s the little things that say that “we 

care.”

 Will you “Choose Welcome” in this coming year? I hope that I do.

Commissioners approve Overtures 
concerning climate change

 Th e Presbytery’s November 

21 meeting included discussion of 

overtures proposed for submission 

to the General Assembly for 

consideration at the meeting coming 

up the summer of 2016. Th ree 

overtures dealt with issues related to 

climate change and the overture to 

the 2014 General Assembly calling for 

divestment from fossil fuel companies. 

All three of these overtures were 

passed by our presbytery, and require 

only a “concurrence” from at least 

one other presbytery to be included 

on the agenda for the 2016 General 

Assembly.

 In response to that 2014 

overture, which was not passed but 

was instead referred to the Committee 

on Mission Responsibility Th rough 

Investment (“MRTI”), Mike Cole 

convened an ad hoc working group 

from within the Synod of the Sun 

to discuss what might be faithful 

alternatives to divestment and to 

create overtures to implement those 

faithful alternatives. Th is group 

met many times over the last year, 

and produced (i) a Consultation 

Document, (ii) a symposium held 

in Houston in early October (that 

was attended by several members of 

MRTI and the Foundation), and (iii) 

a template for creating overtures on 

the topic. Th e three fossil-fuel-related 

overtures all arose from this process.

 Th e three overtures share 

many common themes, which is 

a refl ection of their shared origin. 

Most signifi cantly, all three refl ect a 

view that blanket divestment from 

the fossil fuel industry is not an 

adequately faithful response to the 

issues. Among the arguments is the 

observation that divestment doesn’t 

actually do anything to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions—there is 

no causal connection between the 

solution proposed by the divestment 

movement and the climate change 

problem they highlight. 

 Th ere are also diff erences 

among the three, refl ecting the 

diff ering points of emphasis 

highlighted by the three sessions that 

submitted the overtures. Th e overtures 

from Pines and Atascocita focus on 

alternative to divestment as a response, 

alternatives that would be more 

faithful, in part because they would 

be more likely to actually accomplish 

something. Th e response highlighted 

in both overtures as most likely to 

have a material eff ect is establishment 

of a mechanism to price greenhouse 

gas emissions. Th e Atascocita overture 

focuses on this one response, and 

builds out a more detailed approach 

to how to proceed to accomplish this.

Th e Pines overtures has essentially the 

same call for a pricing mechanism, 

but also notes that there are many 

other things that we can and should 

be doing individually and collectively. 

Th e Pines overture also goes beyond 

the Atascocita and Woodlands 

overtures in its description of our 

historical stewardship of community 

and creation as “self-centered and 

sinful” and its call for repentance.

 Th e overture from the 

Woodlands Community Church 

shares many of the fundamental 

themes of the Atascocita and Pines 

overtures, and has the distinctive 

feature of providing further guidance 

to MRTI and investors on the 

circumstances in which targeted 

divestment might be appropriate.

 Th e presenters for all three 

overtures argued that it will be 

helpful to have a variety of overtures 

presented to the Committee at the 

2016 General Assembly to provide 

alternatives to the latest divestment 

overture (which already has received 

at least one concurrence). Refl ecting 

this desire for a diversity of possible 

solutions, the presbytery passrd all 

three as submitted rather than to try 

to harmonize the three proposals into 

a single overture.

Saturday, March 19 First PC, Conroe

Saturday, July16 First PC, Orange

Saturday, November 19 First PC, Pasadena

Mark your calendars now for 
New Covenant Presbytery Meeetings 2016
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Mary’s Musings
Mary Marcotte, Associate General Presbyter

Presbytery of New Covenant

 New Year newsletters can be tough to write. Part of this is in the 

timing… I like to start thinking about what I might say by mid-November. My 

copy deadline is the fi rst week of December, the print date will be later in the 

month. My the goal is to say something illuminating and inspiring that will take 

folks through the fi rst two months of the New Year. I fi nd myself pondering on 

common threads in experiences in the autumn that I anticipate will continue into 

the coming year. Th e phrase “goodbye and hello” has come to echo in my mind. 

And those goodbyes and hellos are nurtured by a scripture on a card near my 

computer that includes these words of Isaiah 43:19—“I am about to do a new 

thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?”

 I’ve always loved this particular scripture. It bears testimony to the 

enduring plans of God for God’s people—and the fact that God has always 

chosen surprising ways of showing up and using surprising people as agents of 

that work. It reminds me that God is a profound change agent—who calls us 

into practices that help transform the world as we live out the values of Christ’s 

kingdom.

 I seem to hear stories about change in the church and the anxieties 

produced by those changes almost daily. Churches close, congregations move 

to new denominational structures, good colleagues in ministry move on to new 

calls. At the same time, new faith communities are forming. I am delighted to get 

to know young pastors and educators and youth workers who have terrifi c gift s 

for ministry. I get to meet ruling elders and church members who have passion 

and intentionality in their calling as disciples of Jesus Christ. God is not done 

with me—or us—yet.

 Also sitting on my desk is a pad of Commandments sticky notes that 

were given to me by my son. Th ere are two pads—one topped with the words 

Th ou shalt and the other with the words Th ou shalt not. Th is duo of pads 

reminds me of the truth that we sometimes need to let go of some cherished 

traditions to make space for something new to thrive. In the words of a lovely 

hymn “in our end is our beginning; in our time infi nity.” I’m reminded that 

for resurrection to occur, something has to die. My constant prayer is that I’m 

putting aside the right things, letting them die, so that I can embrace the new 

thing that God is calling me—and us—toward. In this period in history which 

seems so fearful, I choose to embrace hope. In this time of despair, I choose to 

embrace courage. In a time of national doubt, I choose to lean into faith in God’s 

providence. In a time when a ‘go-it-alone’ philosophy of self-interest seems to 

prevail, I choose instead to remember our deep need for authentic relationships 

shared in community.

 One way I commit to act on this in the coming year is to do my best to 

support eff orts of congregations coming together in networks to do ministry. 

Th is is one of the six key points lift ed up in the report of our presbytery’s 

Vision Team. One of the other key points was to off er quality training events 

throughout the year in a variety of locations. I’d like to build upon the model 

established by our PW Horizon whistle stop tours. In these regional gatherings, 

the PWs organized the groupings, identifi ed host churches, handled publicity 

and registration, organized the hospitality of food and welcome, and provided 

feedback on what was working with the presentations made. I’d love for a group 

of churches to come together, identify a subject for training needed, then to 

contact me for assistance. Th is may be a topic I can handle—or I may connect 

them with someone else whose expertise is greater.

 Th is is work that feeds my hope, courage, faith, and energy. Call on me! 

Request a date for me to be with you. I hope I get to deal with the challenge of 

having way too many invitations to accept personally. Plan ahead—my calendar 

fi lls quickly—January, April, May, and August are approaching full capacity 

already. What new thing are you being called to? What old thing are you willing 

to put away?

New Covenant women at Montreat

New Covenant women visit Montreat

 A group of 34 women from 

four churches in Houston—St. 

Philip, Memorial Drive, Spring 

Branch, and Pines - and one church 

in Hillsborough, NC, experienced 

Montreat together last October. 

Connect with Montreat was planned 

as an opportunity for women in 

our presbytery to do something fun 

and meaningful together. Staying 

in the newly renovated Assembly 

Inn, the group was provided with an 

opportunity to learn about Montreat, 

to enjoy the mountains in the fall, and 

to experience a time of worship and 

fellowship.

  Highlights included meeting 

and visiting with the minister and 

women from Montreat Presbyterian 

Church and with the staff s of the 

Montreat Conference Center and 

the Presbyterian Heritage Center, 

walking tours of Montreat, shopping 

in Montreat and Black Mountain 

and Asheville, and, very importantly, 

participating together as Presbyterian 

women in a time of fun and 

fellowship. 

 For information about future 

Montreat conferences, visit www.

montreat.org.

Help an international student
to attend Austin Seminary!

 Th e New Covenant 

International Student Fellowship at 

Austin Seminary will support the 

fi nal year of theological education 

for a student coming from across the 

globe to study and graduate from 

Austin Seminary. Th ese students 

come to Austin Seminary to explore 

Christianity in another culture—

but as you might imagine, their 

contribution to our understanding 

of Christianity in other parts of the 

world is signifi cant. 

 A seed was planted by an 

off ering received at a presbytery 

meeting in March 2014 of more 

than four thousand dollars. Friends 

from this presbytery have committed 

to raising $700,000 to endow this 

fellowship and we are almost there! A 

generous donor has agreed to match 

dollar-for-dollar the last $120,000 

needed—we are so close! Your gift  at 

this time will go twice as far! 

 Please prayerfully consider 

supporting this scholarship so that an 

international student can be enrolled 

in the fall of 2017! For questions or 

further information, contact Rose 

Niles at 713-582-4112.
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Making History Today
Rev. Dr. James S. Currie, Executive Secretary

Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest&
Memorial and Autobiographies
 Recently a fellow Presbyterian minister, now retired, and a good 

friend gave me a copy of a memoir he had written, primarily to share with his 

children and grandchildren. Whether dealing with matters of faith or of a 

more autobiographical nature, this is a wonderful gift  to his family that shares 

something of his own pilgrimage. It off ers a perspective family members might 

not otherwise have.

 Th is volume led me to think of other memoirs of some signifi cance. It 

is not unusual to fi nd in bookstores memoirs by celebrities - actors, politicians, 

sports fi gures, among others - some of which seem to be more important to the 

author than to the audience.

 However, there are some memoirs and autobiographies that have 

attained places of great historical importance. Whitaker Chambers’ Witness, 

while not without controversy, is his attempt to explain his own conversion 

from a Communist sympathizer in the 1930s to an anti-Communist voice in the 

1950s. Anne Frank’s Diary provides insight into the mind of a young Jewish girl 

in hiding with her family in Amsterdam before being discovered by the Nazis 

and, ultimately, sent to concentration camps.

 Th ere have also been important memoirs in the life and history of the 

church. Perhaps the most well-known is St. Augustine’s Confessions, written in 

397-398 C.E., and is thought to be the fi rst Western autobiography ever written. 

It is considered a classic, both for historical and theological reasons.

 Th e 20th century saw a good number of memoirs and autobiographies 

written from the Christian perspective. From C. S. Lewis’ Surprised by Joy 

to Th omas Merton’s Th e Seven Storey Mountain to Malcolm Muggeridge’s 

Conversion: Th e Spiritual Journey of a Twentieth Century Pilgrim.

 Will Campbell’s memoir Forty Acres and a Goat describes his journey 

as a nonconformist Southern Baptist civil rights activist, preacher, and farmer, 

particularly in the turbulent 1960s and 1970s. George M. Docherty, a Scotsman, 

served as pastor of New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. 

from 1950–1975. He succeeded Peter Marshall as pastor of “Lincoln’s church” 

and is oft en credited with suggesting to President Eisenhower that the words 

“under God” be added to the Pledge of Allegiance. Docherty also marched with 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in the civil rights movement. His autobiography is 

titled I’ve Seen the Day.

 More recently, two memoirs by Presbyterian ministers are to be 

mentioned. First, Robert McAfee Brown, known as a “public theologian” and 

who died in 2001, wrote Refl ections over the Long Haul in which he describes 

his life as a minister, a professor, and a social activist. Second, Eugene Peterson, 

Presbyterian pastor for 29 years of Christ Our King Presbyterian Church in Bel 

Air, Maryland, translator of Th e Message, and author of many books, has written 

a memoir titled Th e Pastor in which he examines the challenges and mysteries in 

his own experience of what it means to be a pastor in today’s world.

 As we make history today, one way we grow and are encouraged in our 

own pilgrimage is to see what others have said about their journeys. And maybe, 

some of us will even put in writing something of our own experiences.

Th e next Connections copy deadline is Wednesday, February 10 (Ash 

Wednesday), for the March/April 2016 issue. Please send articles and photos 

to Th eodora Pounds at tpounds@pbyofnewcovenant.org.

Next Connections deadline

An unexpected partnership in ministry

 What does it mean to 

“fi nance” church construction? 

Sometimes it means supporting other 

kinds of ministries…unexpected ones, 

God-inspired ones that we oft en 

don’t see coming! When longtime 

Presbyterian Church supporters Ed 

Vickery, Downy Vickery, and Katy’s 

Tradition Bank lent Grand Lakes PC, 

Katy, its construction funding, little 

did they know that Tradition Bank 

would be the “upstream” progenitors 

of a dynamic, vocational training 

ministry, a ministry preparing special 

needs young-adults with life\work 

skills!

 So how did unsuspecting 

bankers become enablers of a vibrant 

ministry opportunity? In 2008, and 

thanks to the vision of founding 

Pastor, Harry Slye, and founding 

members Fern and David Baker, 

Grand Lakes Presbyterian constructed 

a top-of-the-line, gleaming, stainless 

steel commercial kitchen.

 Fast forward to 2013. 

Fledgling Katy 501C(3) non-

profi t ministry, “Sweet Heat Jam,” 

founded by Christine Stillwell and 

son Nolan, needed a place to grow 

their (special-needs) young-adult, 

vocational training program. And 

most important, produce their award-

winning Sweet Heat Jam!

 Sweet Heat Jam needed a 

place to make jam. Grand Lakes 

Presbyterian needed to use its kitchen 

for God’s glory and real world 

ministry focus. According to Harry 

Slye’s successor, Rev. Dean Pogue, 

“We want to think of our building in 

terms of ‘ministry-per-square-foot-per 

hour.’ Th is is God’s asset; He expects 

us to use it, and not let it sit idle.”

 Th anks to Grand Lakes’ 

elders, Th eresa Wilson and Dick 

Huebner, a ministry partnership 

between Sweet Heat Jam and Grand 

Lakes Presbyterian was born. While 

Tradition Bank didn’t “start out” 

to support a fl edgling vocational 

program for young, special needs 

men and women, their construction 

fi nancing enabled the venture. 

 “Without Tradition Bank, 

and its fi nancing, none of this would 

be happening,” reports Dean. God 

bless the good folks at Tradition Bank, 

and their eventual merger-partner, 

Prosperity!

Grand Lakes Sweet Heat Jam and/or Grand Lakes jam with attitude.

Th e 2016 Annual Meeting of the

Presbyterian Historical Society of the Southwest

will meet Friday evening and Saturday morning, March 11 and 12, 

at First Presbyterian Church in Fort Worth.

All are invited!
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Church raises funds for missions

Westminster PC, Nacogdoches

 Westminster PC in 

Nacogdoches enjoyed a very 

successful mission fair to raise funds 

to give to others. Close to $10,000 of 

merchandise for 10,000 Villages was 

sold to support the families of artisans 

in developing countries. Th e church 

also sold $1,300 of Fair Trade Coff ee 

where the proceeds also go to support 

families in developing countries and 

to assist Westminster’s youth who 

attend the Mo-Ranch Worship and 

Music Conference.  

 A quilt made by church 

members was raffl  ed, making 

possible a gift  of $1,300 for two 

local ecumenical mission agencies. 

Another $1,150 was raised by the sale 

of items made and donated by church 

members to provide funds for the 

Westminster Mission Fund. 

 Joy to the World!

Travelers on CEDEPCA trip.

Greetings and Salutations!
 It is with much excitement that 

I introduce myself, Th eodora Pounds, 

as the new editor at New Covenant 

Presbytery as of December 16. God truly 

works in amazing ways and I’m blessed 

to fulfi ll his call to this position. Many 

thanks to Helen Wolf for her years of 

faithful service in this capacity!  

 I am a lifelong Presbyterian 

originally from San Antonio. I attended 

Austin College (go Roos!) and have 

lived in Houston since 1991 when I 

moved here to attend graduate school at Rice University. I have been 

married to my wonderful husband, Marshall, for almost 18 years 

and have a son, Robert, who is 12 and a constant source of ideas and 

energy. 

 I am a member of St. Th omas Presbyterian Church, Houston, 

where I served as ruling elder of communications and outreach from 

2012–2014. Previously I spent fi ft een years as an environmental 

consultant, writing technical reports and managing projects of many 

sizes. In hindsight it shouldn’t have been a surprise that God would 

use my computer and writing talents as spiritual gift s. I love graphic 

design and enjoyed working on revamping St. Th omas’ website and 

developing communication standards. My hobbies include quilting, 

machine embroidery, leading Bible study, and spending time with my 

family and friends.

 I look forward to working with the members of New 

Covenant Presbytery. If you’re in the offi  ce, please stop by and say, 

“Hello!”

THANK YOU to all who participated 
in Connections survey!
 Th e results of the thee-

question Connections Survey that 

appeared in the November/December 

Connections will be helpful in 

understanding how you are reading 

this bi-monthly newsletter and what 

sections are most read. 

 Below is a report on the 

percentage for each question, 

combining both the online responses 

and the mailed-in survey responses. 

How oft en do you read 

Connections? Always–73%; Oft en 

(frequently)–21%; Sometimes–4%; 

Seldom–1%; Never–1%.

How do you get Connections? 

Printed and mailed–69%; though 

a link in Tuesday Connect–28%; 

though a link on presbytery 

website–3%.

What parts are you most likely to 

read? Columns–81%; Events–86%; 

Front Page–77%; News from 

Presbytery Partners–55%; PC(USA) 

News–64%; Prayers–79%; Reports 

from Congregations–72%; 

Resources–39%; Transitions of 

New Covenant Pastors–58%; Youth 

News–33%.

Make plans now for next 
CEDEPCA trip to Guatemala!
 Join others in an 

immersion trip to Guatemala, 

June 10–17, 2016. Past travelers 

have described such trip as “a 

conversion experience - a renewing 

of faith.” Travel through this 

enchanting country, whose people 

know hardship but also hope and 

inspiring faith. 

 The group will be 
hosted by our CEDEPCA 
partners (Centro Evangelico 
de Estudios Pastorales en 
America Central; www.cedepca.
org) and our Presbyterian 
missionaries. Cost is $1,690, 
which includes airfare and most 
in-country costs. The group 
will stay in basic, dormitory-
style guest houses (pensions), 
which are accustomed to the 
dietary concerns of people 
from the U.S. The guest houses 
provide purifi ed drinking water, 
bathrooms, and showers. 

 February 20 is deadline 
for registration and a $200 
deposit. Make check payable to 
Presbytery of New Covenant, 
and send with registration form 
to Sharyl Davis—Northwoods 
Presbyterian Church; 3320 
Cypress Creek Parkway; 
Houston, TX 77068. You may 
contact Sharyl Davis, Co-chair 
of our presbytery’s CEDEPCA 
Partnership Network, at 
dsharyl@att.net or 
713-202-3548.
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Sharing their faith at Christmas

 On December 5, a wonderful 

Christmas Party for seafarers was 

held at the Seafarers Center. A group 

of about 20 young people and adults 

from several Chinese Christian groups 

joined in to host the party with music, 

singing, games, prizes, and wonderful 

food. Th ey also shared their faith in 

Jesus Christ.

 As always, I tried to be very 

observant about all that goes on and 

to see the many small miracles which 

God brings as seafarers are able to 

interact with persons who come to 

welcome them. Th e seafarer’s life can 

be lonely and boring in many ways. To 

be around a group of young people in 

a festive environment can always be 

exciting. 

 Th e 23 seafarers from 

Ukraine, Romania, India, Russia, 

and Philippines all seemed to enjoy 

the evening. Th e young kids did well 

to go around and interact with the 

seafarers, giving an opportunity for 

each person’s story to be shared.

 As the evening ended and the 

seafarers were going to the van, an 

older Indian gentleman came up to 

me and wrapped his arms around me 

extremely tight, gave me a big hug, and 

laid his head on my shoulder without 

saying a word. I had heard him talking 

with the Chinese gentleman and 

saying that he was not Christian. I had 

not had a chance to speak with him 

personally all evening. He felt a need 

to show his gratitude with a silent 

hug and gesture of thanks. We oft en 

touch people’s lives deeply. We may 

never know how much our actions 

or presence means to them, nor how 

much it could aff ect their lives. Th e 

freely-given gift s from the Chinese 

young people in this safe and non-

demanding environment was greatly 

appreciated by this Indian gentleman 

and many others. As surprised as I was 

with the hug, what a blessing it was to 

me to know how much the evening 

meant to these seafarers-even if they 

never said so in words.

By TE David Wells, Port of Houston

Seafarers enjoying a meal.

Calling all youth groups in our presbytery!  
CONCLAVES 2016
 Join the fun and faith-fi lled 

weekends this spring (February 26–28 

and March 4–6) at Camp Cho-Yeh 

in Livingston TX! Presbytery’s Youth 

Connection Council (PYCC) is planning two retreat weekends 

called Conclaves, that will enable middle and high school youth groups 

to grow closer to one another, connect with other youth from all over the 

presbytery, engage in small groups, experience dynamic worship, and of 

course have a blast playing games and making new friends! Youth will also 

participate in a mission project and explore ways to connect with God.

 Details: Adult Advisors are also invited (age 21 and older; ratio 

one adult for every fi ve youth). Cost $130/person (includes lodging, meals, 

a Christian concert, and a conference T-shirt).

Registration Packet available at: www.pbyofnewcovenant.org

Register online at: www.campcho-yeh.org/retreats/reservations-and-

pricing/conclaves

Registration DEADLINE: Th ursday, January 21

Save the Date!
Free retreat for Young Adults!
 Young Adults (ages 18 graduated high school to 30ish) are invited 

to a free weekend retreat at beautiful 

Camp Cho-Yeh the weekend of 

April 1–3. Arrive Friday night 

and enjoy getting to know other 

young adults from around our 

presbytery. Saturday we will work 

on the grounds of Camp Cho-Yeh 

to aid in their camp improvement 

and beautifi cation. Th at evening we will sit around the campfi re and enjoy 

snacks and fellowship. And on Sunday morning we will worship together, 

conclude our work on the grounds, and then dismiss aft er lunch. All meals 

and lodging are provided. Space is limited so reserve your spot soon! 

Contact Caressa Murray to sign up. cmurray@pbyofnewcovenant.org or 

call 281-798-5993.

Youth Worker Gatherings
 A colleague group for youth workers meets the fi rst Tuesday of each 

month. Th e next couple of gatherings 

will be January 5 and February 

2, 12:00–2:00 p.m. at Memorial 

Drive Presbyterian Church (11612 

Memorial Drive, Houston, Texas 

77024).  Bring a lunch and come 

ready to share ideas, discuss struggles, 

and fellowship with some amazing 

people! Contact Caressa Murray.

Spend your summer at Mo-Ranch!

 Mo-Ranch is searching for 

young people to serve in all areas 

of the ranch from summer camp 

counselors to groundskeepers and 

housekeepers to bookstore attendants 

and lifeguards.

 Are you interested? Visit 

http://www.moranch.org/About/

Jobs/Seasonal-and-Summer-Staff 1 to 

read about summer staff  expectations, 

jobs, and how to apply. Deadline for 

applications is January 31, 2016.
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new dvd and book resources
in the resource center

Faith Questions
4-week studies for older youth 

 Th ese new studies join with 26 other studies 

designed to help young people engage with scripture 

around their questions of faith. Based on real questions 

asked by teens, these studies connect them with answers 

drawn from scripture and our confessional heritage. 

Grace and Gratitude—answers the questions: What is 

grace? Why do I need grace? Does grace mean I can do 

anything I want to do? How does grace change my life.

Understanding the Bible—answers the questions: How 

can I read the Bible to better understand God’s word 

for me? Why do Matthew, Mark, Luke and John tell the 

story of Jesus in diff erent ways? How can I grow in faith 

and discipleship by reading other people’s mail? Why is 

revelation so diffi  cult to understand?

Th eoacademy: Confi rmation
20 minute, 17-session DVD 

 Th eocademy delivers a thoughtful and age 

appropriate confi rmation curriculum that covers basic 

beliefs of Presbyterians such as Sovereignty of God, 

sacraments, God’s providence, election, predestination, 

and salvation as well as stewardship, covenant life, 

shunning ostentation and human sin. Th e segments 

feature interviews between youth and their pastors, 

animated segments that follow a confi rmand struggling 

to live out what he is learning in his personal life. Free, 

detailed lesson plans and handouts can be found at 

www.theocademy.com 

Connecting Christ and Culture
Small group studies 

 UMC pastor Matt Rawle uses pop culture as a 

springboard to talk authentically and scripturally about 

faith issues. Each of the currently available kits include a 

thorough leader’s guide, a single copy of the participant 

book, a 4-session DVD that kicks off  discussion in 

meaningful ways with a 5–7 minute presentation and 

a fl ash drive loaded with worship resources, sermon 

starters and communications resources. Th e resulting 

package could resource a church-wide study, a small 

group or a Sunday morning class, or a weekend retreat. When God Calls, How Do You Answer? 

Becoming a Spiritual Entrepreneur
By Robetr Westheimer

 Robert Westheimer, a Ruling Elder and member 

of Memorial Drive PC was living a safe and quiet life of 

faith when he fi nally found he could no longer deny the 

insistent inner voice to something more. An accountant 

and business man by training, God has taken him on 

a journey of adventure as a spiritual entrepreneur. As 

the founder and chairman of Newspring, a Christian-

centered 501(c)(3) organization focused on the 

Spring Branch area, he has embarked on a journey of 

adventure which is changing his life as well as those his 

organization serves. Westheimer off ers insights gleaned 

on fi nding your true identity, measuring results, spiritual 

success and encouragement.

Journeying with Luke: Refl ections

on the Gospel 
By James Woodward, Paula Gooder and Mark Pryce

 Th is is a perfect resource for those wishing to 

explore the liturgical year through the lens of Luke’s 

gospel. Historical and literary themes are explored as 

well as an invitation to consider the texts’ meaning in 

contemporary Christian life, snippets of original poetry 

inspired by the texts, refl ection questions and action 

items. Accessible in tone and rich in content, this could 

be well used by pastor and parishioner alike. 

Jesus, Pope Francis, and a Protestant 

Walk into a Bar
By Paul Rock and Bill Tammeus

 Based on a sermon series at Second Presbyterian 

Church in Kansas City, Missouri, that drew 

international and ecumenical comments on the church’s 

website, this slender volume looks at what is universal 

in the Christian message, what is unique to Catholics 

and Protestants, and how all Christians can practice 

understanding and cooperation across diff erences. Th e 

seven chapters with accompanying questions might 

make an excellent small group study for Lent. 

Th e Ten Commandments:

Laws of the Heart
12-session DVD

 Th is 12-session series features an analysis of 

original context and contemporary implications of the 

ten rules for living held in common by Jews, Christians, 

and Muslims. Esteemed scholar and provocative speaker, 

Sr. Joan Chittister, appears in a 15–20 minute DVD 

segment and the leader’s guide off ers a series of fi nely 

craft ed discussion questions. Agree or disagree with 

Sister Joan, but be prepared for rich conversation and 

meaningful dialog. Th is is a resource that could be used 

as a series on the Commandments or individual lessons 

could be used to look at topics such as Sabbath keeping, 

consumerism, Sabbath rest and economic justice.

Th e Faith of a Mockingbird  uses characters from the beloved characters of 

Harper Lee’s classic story to explore our place in the world and in God’s story 

as well as what it means to live out hopeful faith in a broken world. Users may 

wish to add a session drawn from Lee’s new best seller Go Set a Watchman to 

deal with dealing with the disappointments of our heroes letting us down or 

with incomplete understandings of childhood. Sessions are inspired by Scout 

and Atticus Finch, Tom Robinson and Boo Radley.

Th e Salvation of Dr. Who draws inspiration from the long-running BBC 

science fi ction series with an enthusiastic fan base to explore the intersection 

of faith and science. 

Hollywood Jesus explores some of the most popular Jesus movies as well as 

movies that have nothing to do with Jesus but teach important truths about 

our faith.
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TE Mirjam Haas-Melchior has been 

called by St. Paul’s PC, Needville, to 

serve as Designated Pastor for a 2-year 

term, eff ective 

10/7/15, full 

time. Mirjam 

is originally 

from Germany 

where she was 

ordained in 

2008 by the 

Evangelical 

Church in the 

Rhineland, Germany. She received 

a BA degree in Th eological Studies 

from the Universitat Heidelberg and 

received her MDiv equivalent from 

the Barmen Th eological School in 

Wuppertal, Germany. Mirjam and her 

husband Daniel, also a pastor, have 3 

children, ages 7, 6, and 4. 

 Mirjam is particularly 

interested in ecumenical relations, 

local and worldwide. She loves 

attending and conducting women 

retreats. Says Mirjam, “Women 

have so much to off er, not only 

baking skills but also theological 

insights, organizing skills, love and 

compassion!” Also—she’s a Trekkie 

and a big James Bond fan!

 

 Also transferring to New 

Covenant is TE Holly Smith—

Member-at-Large. She is transferring 

from Des 

Moines 

Presbytery. 

Holly 

graduated 

from Stephen 

F. Austin State 

University 

and received 

Mirjam Haas-Melchior

Alf Halvorson

Holly Smith

her MDiv from Austin Presbyterian 

Th eological Seminary in 2008. She 

was ordained in 2009. 

 Before ordination, Holly 

was a candidate under care of New 

Covenant Presbytery and a member 

of Westminster PC in Nacogdoches. 

She is currently teaching in a middle 

school and is the mother of 4 children 

under age 9!

 

 TE Alf Halvorson was 

installed as Pastor at Memorial Drive 

PC, Houston, August 30, 2015. Alf 

(rhymes with golf ) graduated from 

Luther College with a BA, received 

both his MDiv (1990) and a Master 

of Th eology degree (1991) from 

Princeton Th eological Seminary, and 

his DMin from Austin Presbyterian 

Th eological Seminary (2011). He was 

ordained in 1991. Since then, Alf has 

served three churches, most recently 

First Presbyterian Church, Bethlehem, 

PA. 

 Alf and his wife, Shari (who 

is a community health nurse), have 

two children, Matt and Kristen.  Alf 

treasures time 

with his family, 

and enjoys golf, 

hiking, games, 

movies, and 

time around the 

backyard fi re pit 

in conversation 

with family and 

friends. Only a 

few years ago, he and his family hiked 

the Grand Canyon from rim to rim!

Candidates and Inquirers currently 
under care of New Covenant 
Presbytery
Keep these Candidates and Inquirers in your prayers while they are exploring 

their call to ministry and preparing to serve the church as teaching elders.

Daniel Atkins, Inquirer— 

 Memorial Drive PC, Houston 

Kay Atchison, Candidate—

 Memorial Drive PC, Houston

Peter Chung, Inquirer—

 Korean Central PC, Houston

James DeMent, Inquirer— 

 St. Philip PC, Houston

Edgardo Figueroa, Inquirer—  

 Memorial Drive PC, Houston 

AnneMarie Flato, Candidate—

 First PC, Houston 

Paul “Martin” Garner, Candidate— 

 Woodlands Community PC,

 Th e Woodlands 

Morgan Gilliland, Inquirer—  

 Memorial Drive PC, Houston 

 Missy Reed, Inquirer—

 First PC, Houston

Ashley Stevenson, Candidate— 

 First PC, Houston

Paxton Williams, Inquirer— 

 St. Philip PC, Houston

Chris Virginis, Inquirer— 

 New Hope PC, Katy

Joshua Young, Inquirer— 

 Clear Lake PC, Houston

Travis Ziegenbein, Inquirer—  

 Memorial Drive PC, Houston

Assessed as Ready to Receive a Call

Becky Provence Prichard, Candidate  

 Memorial Drive PC, Houston

Westminster PC, Houston, shares gift s
of space, fi nances for Ghanaian church

 When established in 1981, the 

neighborhood around Westminster 

PC, Houston, was predominately 

Caucasian. But as the neighborhood 

began to change, the church stayed the 

same. Th e neighborhood diversifi ed 

and the population approached 90% 

persons of Hispanic, African, and 

Asian descent. Church membership 

dwindled. Th e congregation 

recognized they could no longer 

aff ord to be in their physical building. 

Th ey sold it to a Spanish Pentecostal 

congregation for $50,000 above 

the listing price and invested what 

was remaining - $400,000. Th e 

Westminster congregation then rented 

a storefront in which to worship just 

two blocks away from the original 

church.  

 When attendance was down 

to 24, the church knew it had to do 

something. Westminster went through 

the discipleship-based program, 

New Beginnings, the following year, 

a process that brought clarity to the 

church. As the church got down to 

approximately $350,000 in reserve 

funds, the majority of members agreed 

that the time had come “shut it down.”  

 Meanwhile, the Presbyterian 

Church of the Redeemer NCD was 

looking for a building in Westminster 

neighborhood, since most of the 

people in the Ghanaian worshiping 

community lived in the area. 

Westminster decided to reassign their 

lease, which runs through December 

2016, to the Ghanaians. Westminster 

gave them most of their “earthly 

goods”—the communion table, 

Bibles, hymnals, choir robes, desks, 

computers, and chairs. 

 Westminster also gave what 

was left  in their trust fund to the 

Presbytery. Half of the remaining 

reserves will help new worshiping 

communities or struggling 

congregations. Th e other half 

will fund the neighborhood food 

pantry mission they started, fund 

scholarships for Presbyterian children 

to go to camp or youth ministry 

events like Triennium, and fund 

college scholarships. Th e reassigned 

lease will be paid for by the Presbytery 

with the Lgift ed funds from 

Westminster.

 Redeemer’s pastor, Ebenezer 

Boateng, is excited about being able 

to worship in the storefront, because 

so many immigrants and Ghanaians 

live there. It was an emotional time 

for those who worshipped together 

at Westminster for the fi nal time, 

especially as they listened to the 

nine-member choir that included a 

percussionist, a pianist, and stringed 

instruments and saw the children 

running in the church again. It was 

painful, and joyful at the same time.

 Th ere were over 125 people 

there!

Excerpted fr om article fr om PC(USA) 

News Service



A six week program for past ors only.
Based on a program developed at Stanford University. 

Th e focus is on you!
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upcoming events and gatheringscalendar
what’s happening …2016

January 1
New Year’s Day
Presbytery Center closed

January 5 and February 2
Youth Workers Gatherings
Memorial Drive PC, Houston

January 21
Fresh Elastic for Stretched-Out 
Educators
Presbytery Center
Houston, TX

January 21–February 5 

(Th ursdays)
Powerful Tools for Pastors
Interface Samaritan
Houston, TX

January 22
Week of Prayers for Christian Unity
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Houston, TX

February 6
Leadership Event
Pines PC
Houston, TX

February 26–27
Youth Conclaves
Cho-Yeh
Livingston, TX

March 4–6
Youth Conclaves
Cho-Yeh
Livingston, TX

March 19
Youth Conclaves
Presbytery Meeting
First PC
Conroe, TX

April 1–3
Young Adults Retreat
Cho-Yeh
Livingston, TX

April 5–7
Clergy Retreat
Camp Allen
Navasota, TX

April 16
Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering
Atastocita PC
Humble, TX

June 10–17
Presbytery CEDEPCA trip
Guatemala

July 16
Presbytery Meeting
First PC
Orange, TX

January 21January 21–February 5

Powerful Tools for Past ors
Th e focus is on you!

 Th e fi rst ever class for pastors only, “Powerful 

Tools for Pastors,” was held last February with 

unanimous accolades. Because of the good feedback 

received, the six-week program will be off ered again on 

Th ursdays, January 21 to February 5, from 9:30–11:30 

a.m. at Interface Samaritan, 4803 San Felipe, Houston 

(behind St. Philip PC). 

  Participants will have the opportunity to 

experience interactive group lessons, discussion, and 

brainstorming led by trained facilitators. Tools for 

successful self-care include:

SUCCESSFUL TOOLS FOR:

 • Taking care of you and yours

 • Dealing with stress

 • Eff ective communication

 • Communicating in diffi  cult situations

 • Dealing with emotions

 • Mastering tough decisions

WHY PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM?

 • Because self-care tools are usually not usually

  taught in seminary

 • Because you are subject to lots of stress

 • Because you are a caregiver

 • Because you are subject to compassion fatigue

Call Martha Doolittle at Interface Samaritan to register, 

713-626-7990 ext. 102.

Registration is required.
Class size is limited to 14

Call  now to reserve your spot!

Beyond the Good Book: Good Reads 

for Good Ministry

 Th e next meeting of Fresh Elastic for 

Stretched-Out Educators will be Th ursday, January 21, 

11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. at the Presbytery Center, 1110 

Lovett Blvd. If you are a volunteer, paid staff  person, 

teaching elder, or just curious, you are invited!

 What you teach and preach is biblically-based. 

However, other books, besides the Good Book, can 

shape you and your ministry. Books give us stories 

and illustrations that can make scripture come alive 

for those we serve. During our time together, we will 

discuss the importance of reading all kinds of books to 

support the fi rm foundation of scripture 

that we share in our ministries. Please 

bring a book that has been important 

to you to share with the group. You will 

leave with a reading list and be inspired to read more…

for yourself and for your good work. 

 Lunch will be available, complete with a 

beverage and dessert. Your RSVP will assist our 

planning. Please send replies to anne.aiko.wilson@

gmail.com by Monday morning, January 18, 2016.

Th is session will be facilitated 

by folks with a seasoned heart 

for education. Please feel free to 

contact any one of them if you have 

questions.

Jo Ann Currie jscurrie51@yahoo.com

Connie Nyquist  lnyquist@sbcglobal.net

Kim Shrull kshrull@earthlink.net

Anne Wilson anne.aiko.wilson@gmail.com



Build your own Spring Break Getaway

at Mo-Ranch!
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upcoming events and gatherings
what’s happening …

January 22 Februrary 21–23

March 6–18

Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity

 Th e Houston area will celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity in an evening of music, worship, and prayer as ecumenical groups 

gather to pray for Christian Unity around the world. A Concert of 

Praise and Prayer will be held Friday, January 22, 7:30 p.m. at Pleasant 

Hill Baptist Church, 1510 Pannell St. A combined choir will gather 

for rehearsals on January 12 and 19 at 7:00 p.m. Th e prayer service will 

begin at 8:00 p.m.

More information at https://sites.google.com/site/wpcuhouston

2016 Duerr Lecture Series

 Speaker for the 19th annual Duerr Lecture Series, February 

21, 22, and 23, 2016, will be Dr. Joshua Ralston, Lecturer in Muslim-

Christian Relations at the University of Edinburgh School of Divinity 

(Scotland). Dr. Ralston’s lectures, “Bearing Witness: Reframing 

Christian-Muslim Encounters,” will explore ways for Christians and 

Muslim to encounter one another, debate our truth claims, and work 

for the common good. In a series of three lectures, Joshua Ralston will 

explore these questions by examining and reframing some of the most 

hotly debated issues in Christian-Muslim relations today: the clash of 

civilizations thesis in an age of migration, the question of Jesus, and 

Islamic views of Shari’a and the nation-state. 

 Dr. Ralston a MTh  degree in World Christianity from New 

College, University of Edinburgh, his MDiv from Candler School of 

Th eology, and a PhD in Th eological Studies from Emory University. 

 Plan now to attend these lectures to explore how we might seek 

peace, inter-religious understanding, and justice without giving up on 

our particular faith commitments. Dr. Ralston will preach at the Sunday 

morning worship services (8:30 and 11:00) at St. Philip PC and present 

lectures each evening at 7:00 p.m. 

 All lectures are free and open to everyone. Child care is available 

for all ages for each lecture by calling the church offi  ce, 713 622-4807. 

St. Philip is located at 4807 San Felipe at Loop 610. 

http://www.saintphilip.net/

Dr. Joshua Ralston

 Build your own family Spring Break, March 16–18, with the 

option to stay for two nights, four or as many as you choose! Programs and 

activities are fl exible and tailored to allow you to join in the fun whenever 

you like, or just kickback, relax and explore the Texas Hill Country during 

your own schedule.  Activities include: archery, arts and 

craft s, zip line and climbing tower, worship services, 

high and low ropes course, fl y fi shing, nature hikes and 

critter classes, kayaking and canoeing, swimming in the 

Guadalupe, camp fi res, games, karaoke and so much more!

 Aff ordable spring-break getaway packages are all-

inclusive (food, lodging and activities are all included with pricing)! Adults: 

just $99 per night, Youth/Children: just $49 per night, Commuter Rate: 

Just $49 per day (includes lunch and daily activities, excludes lodging)

 For more information visit http://www.moranch.org/Attend/

Conferences/Spring-Break

February 25–28

A community of stitchers and knitters joined 
together in the Texas Hill Country!
 Gather together for a long weekend at Mo-Ranch and 

enjoy four days of relaxation and fun at the new needlework 

and knitting retreat, led by Liz Zsohar and Jill Stovar. Stitch, 

knit and learn new techniques together while taking in the 

gorgeous winter scenery of the Hill Country. 

 Th is four-day, three-night retreat is held in the cozy home setting 

of the recently renovated Nicklos Barn, where you will have ample work-

space for projects, creativity and laughter. Come, be united in fellowship 

with others who share the same love for stitching and knitting and creating!

 Cost includes three nights lodging, eight meals, and tuition. 

Double-occupancy: $382; Single-occupancy: $515. More information at 

www.moranch.org/Attend/Conferences/Needlework-and-Knitting
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In Our Th oughts and Prayers
RE Greg Feigh and family—Pathways Church of Houston—Greg’s mother, 

Virginia, died November, 2, 2015. Greg serves as Clerk of Session and is Chair 

of the presbytery’s Committee on Examinations.

RE Sharon Darden, Pinecrest PC, Houton—Sharon’s cousin, Vincent Gibson, 

died November 13, 2015. Sharon serves the presbytery as Coordinator for the 

Committee on Ministry and Committee on Preparation for Ministry.

RE Charles Dunagan, Northwoods PC, Houston—Charles is dealing with a cancer 

diagnosis. He serves on the presbytery’s Calls and Contract Subcommittee of 

the Committee on Ministry and is the former vice chair of the Committee on 

Preparation for Ministry.

TE Alf Halvorson, Memorial Drive PC, Houston—Alf broke his collarbone and 

had a concussion due to a bicycle accident in November.

TE Helen Rose Moore, Member-at-Large—Helen Rose had knee replacement 

surgery in November.

TE Vicky Jones, Member-at-Large—Vicky is participating in a clinical trial for non-

Hodgkin lymphoma.

Family and fr iends of RE Chuck Everett, longtime member of St. Andrew’s PC, 

Houston—Chuck died November 26, 2015.  

Candidate Kay Atchison, Memorial Drive PC, Houston—Kay’s mother died 

November 29, 2015, in Shreveport. 

Th e congregation and staff  of Westminster PC, Galveston—Th e church suff ered 

signifi cant fi re damage caused by arson.

TE Doug, HR, and Emmy Harper—Emmy is in mid-level care at Eagle Trace.  

Proud grandmother RE Anna Marion and family—King Royce Kotchavar was 

born November 24. Anna serves as worship leader for St. Luke’s PC, Cleveland, 

and as the facilitator for the discernment team at Waverly.

Family and fr iends of RE Jeannette Marshall—Jeannette, member of Memorial 

Drive PC, Houston, died December 3, 2015.

Family and fr iends of RE Charles Purdy—Charles, member of St. Stephen PC, 

Houston, died November 3, 2015.

Tim Holder and family—Tim’s mother died November 27, 2015. Tim is the 

Director of Music at Pines PC, Houston.

Family and fr iends of Louise Flippen, Director of CUPS (Communidades Unidas 

Pro Salud)—Louise died December 11, 2015 in McAllen, TX

HR = Honorably Retired  |  TE = Teaching Elder (Rev.)  |  RE = Ruling Elder  


