
Happy New Year! God Bless America!
As we begin this new year, I am reminded what a great Country we are so fortunate 

in which to live. I hear too often words like “this Country is going to hell” or “this 
Country is a mess.” Not so.

When my family was in New York City a few weeks ago, we visited the 9-11-11 
Monument on our round of “must sees” for the grandchildren. As we were leaving we 
passed the “Survivor Tree”.  It had survived the holocaust of 9-11 and been plucked 
from the rubble. Caring hands had replanted it, nurtured it, and returned it to the 
site as a visual reminder that America and Americans are an unusual collection of 
souls that can endure and weather harsh circumstances, 
then arise as a pheonix and move on.

The next time someone remarks to you about the gloom 
and doom facing our Country, don’t commiserate with 
him or her; just say “Survivor Tree”. Maybe he or she will 
be curious enough to check it out online.

Thanks for giving me this opportunity to serve the Bar. 
It is a real honor.

Coach
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A very Happy New Year to all of you – and my wish is that it be filled 
with good health, prosperity and peace of mind.

“The Way to a Happy New Year”

To leave the old with a burst of song; 
To recall the right and forgive the wrong;

To forget the things that bind you fast 
To the vain regrets of the year that’s past;
To have the strength to let go your hold 

Of the not worthwhile of the days grown old;
To dare go forth with a purpose true, 

To the unknown task of the year that’s new;
To help your brother along the road, 

To do his work and lift his load;
To add your gift to the world’s good cheer, 
Is to have and to give a Happy New Year.

Author Unknown

	 Browsing the Bar - With Barbara
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Announcements
DOWNTOWN OFFICE SPACE AVILABLE: 209 N. Joachim 
Street in historic De Tonti Square.  Within walking distance 
of federal courts.  Amenities:  VOIP telephone, internet, 
WIFI, email, fax machine, large color copier/scanner, onsite 
parking, lobby, conference room and kitchen.  Contact EVANS 
CROWE at 251.431.6011 or crowe@evanscrowe.com

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in the First 
Annual Mobile Bar Association Public service Committee 
food drive.  IT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS!  We collected 
approximately 800 pounds of food, as well as monetary 
donations, which will provide over 2,100 meals to those 
struggling with hunger in our community..
 
A special thank you to the local state and federal 
courts, including the judges, their staffs, the clerk’s office 
employees, and the court reporters, for their support and 
participation.  Jennifer S. Morgan

DEANN SERVOS, Executive Director of the Prodisee Pantry 
in Spanish Fort wrote the following, “Thank you so much for 
your large donation of hundreds of can goods to Prodisee 
Pantry to help provide nutritious foods to Baldwin county 
families in need.  It was received and will allow our caring 
volunteers to continue to bring hope by feeding physical, 
emotional and spiritual hunger.  ….So far this year, our 
volunteers have given 9,500 families food and warm smiles!” 

TRAVIS GRANTHAM, Director Hospital Development of USA 
Children’s & Women’s Hospital wrote to the Young Lawyers 
Section the following, “On behalf of the University of South 
Alabama Children’s & Women’s Hospital, please accept my thank 
you for your generous donation of $10,000.00 for the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit Redo the NICU campaign.  Your gift is truly 
making a difference in the lives of the patients we serve.”
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REILLY KATHERYNE WARD, 
University of Alabama School of Law 2013; 

Alabama State Bar 2013; with Maynard Cooper & Gale, PC

CLEVELAND M. PATTERSON, III, 
Southern University Law Center 2012; 

Alabama State Bar 2013; with Law Office of Cleveland M. Patterson, III

JESSICA ANNE HATCHER, 
Vanderbilt University Law School 2013; 

Alabama State Bar 2013; with Hand Arendall

NEW MEMBERS

2014
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The South Alabama Volunteer Lawyers Program

Board of Directors Proudly Recognizes

2013 Outstanding Volunteer Lawyers

Volunteer of the Year:
F. Luke Coley, Esq.

Exceptional Legal Service Award:
P. Bradley Murray, Esq.

Ben Kilborn MBA Lawyer of the Year:
T. Jeff Stein, Esq.

Young Lawyer of the Year:
Rebecca Ding, Esq.

Community Partner of the Year:
Prodisee Pantry

500 Volunteer Hours of Service:
Henry A. Callaway, III, Esq. and Richard R. Williams, Esq.

250 Volunteer Hours of Service:
Paul T. Beckmann, Esq., Sidney W. Jackson, III, Esq., Mary E. Pilcher, Esq., Jack Smalley, III, Esq., T. 

Jeff Stein, Esq., Patrick J. Ward, Esq., Jarrod J. White, Esq.

100 Volunteer Hours of Service:
John G. Baylor, Jr., Esq., Latisha Rhodes Davis, Esq., 

Kathleen C. Kaufman, Esq., J. Richard Moore, Esq., Hendrik Snow, Esq., 
James B. Vollmer, Esq., Thomas T. Zieman, Esq.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE PANEL ATTORNEYS WHO OPENED AND CLOSED CASES IN 
NOVEMBER: Joseph P. H Babington, Eaton G Barnard, Brina I Bolden, Paul D Brown, Daniel L 
Burkard, Peter F Burns, Henry A Callaway III, Henry M Cassady Jr., L. Brian Chunn, James Paul Clinton, 
Bryan Comer, Judson E Crump, Margaret F Demeranville, Scott E Denson, Bryan G Duhe’, Josh D 
Friedman, Thomas O Gaillard III,  Michael Gillion, Fred K Granade, W. Craig Hamilton, Warren T 
Harbison, Sidney M Harrell Jr., Christine C Hernandez, R. Scott Hetrick, Scott W Hunter, Jack F 
Janecky, Neil C Johnston, Andrew M Jones, Robert D Keahey Jr., Kyla G Kelim, Gilbert B Laden, James 
H McDonald Jr., Matthew C McDonald, Augustine Meaher III, Rose Metzger, S. C.  Middlebrooks, 
Nicholas F Morisani, A. Michael Onderdonk, Cleveland M Patterson, Steven C Pearson, Brenda J Pierce, 
Charles J Potts, Thomas M Rockwell, Ian D Rosenthal, William H Saliba, Sheila V Schoen, Steven 
Sciple, Clifford C Sharpe, Jack Smalley III, Hendrik Snow, Scott D Stevens, John M Teague, Joseph D 
Thetford Jr., E. Tatum Turner, Gregory Vaughan, William W Watts III, Jarrod J White, Christopher S 
Williams, Michael A Wing, and Thomas T Zieman Jr. 

SAVLP
South Al abama Volunte er Law yers 

Please volunteer to assist at PROJECT HOMELESS CONNECT’s 
legal clinic and Homeless Court on January 31, 2014. 

Shifts available from 8:00am-11:00am or 11:00am-2:00pm. 
Call SAVLP at 433-6693 or e-mail Ariana@savlp.org to volunteer. 
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In a case of first impression, the Supreme Court in Ex parte Valloze, No. 1111335 (Ala., September 
27, 2013), held that declaratory judgment actions could not be used by a potential tort defendant to 
obtain a declaration of non-liability, even where the insurance company under its subrogation rights 
had sent a demand letter, on the ground that no “judicial controversy” existed within the meaning of 
the declaratory judgment statute until a tort lawsuit had actually been filed.

In State Farm Fire & Casualty Co. v. Brechbill, No. 1111117 (Ala., September 27, 2013), the 
Supreme Court held that there was only one cause of action in Alabama for bad faith failure to pay 
an insurance claim, not two separate actions with one based on failure to pay and another based on 
failure to investigate.  Prior cases that seemed to suggest two different bases for claims were described 
as merely holding that there were two different methods of proving a single claim.  Accordingly, after 
concluding on summary judgment that the defendant an arguably good faith reason for denying the 
claim, the trial court could not at the same time conclude that the defendant was subject to a claim 
for failure to investigate.

In a case of first impression, the Supreme Court in Baker v. State, No. 1120385 (Ala., September 
27, 2013), held that after a defendant in a criminal case involving marijuana pled not guilty and 
thus placed the truth of the allegation at issue, the defendant was entitled, upon request, to have the 
marijuana produced for independent testing, and the trial court denial of the request for production 
was erroneous and constituted a violation of the defendant’s right to due process.

In another case of first impression, the Supreme Court in Hughes v. Branton, No. 1101051 (Ala., 
September 20, 2013), held that a probate court without statutory equity jurisdiction lacked authority 
to transfer a claim challenging the validity of a deed executed by the decedent, and, thus, the circuit 
court to which the claim was transferred likewise lacked subject matter jurisdiction over that claim, 
even though the circuit court would have had jurisdiction had the claim been filed originally in the 
circuit court.  The Supreme Court held that it did not make a difference in the analysis that the 
probate court had jurisdiction over a will contest filed simultaneously with the deed claim and that 
the probate court had authority to transfer the will contest to circuit court.

In a somewhat academic decision that nevertheless brings clarity to an often misunderstood point, 
the Supreme Court in Ex parte BAC Home Loans Services, LP, No. 11103734 (Ala., September 
13, 2013), overruled its prior decision in Cadle Co. v. Shabani, 950 So.2d 277 (Ala.2006), and 
held essentially that the concept of “standing” had no place in the context of private claims and that 
a plaintiff’s inability to prove the elements of his cause of action did not present a “standing” problem 
but rather a “cause of action” problem.  Accordingly the Court remanded two separate cases involving 
ejectment claims for a foreclosure sale purchaser against the original owner that had been decided 
based on an alleged lack of standing.

Abrogating the holding in Sturdivant v. BAC Home Loans Servicing, LP, [Ms. 2100245, Dec. 16, 
2011], the Supreme Court in Ex parte GMAC Mortgage, LLC, No. 1110547 (Ala., September 13, 
2013), held that whether a party had the power to conduct a mortgage foreclosure was determined 
at the time of the foreclosure sale and execution of the foreclosure deed and not at the time of the 
initiation of the foreclosure notice.

Significant Decisions
by Duane Graham
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Cocktail Party and Performance: Thurs., Jan. 16 at 7:00 pm
Benefitting the

SOUTH ALABAMA VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROGRAM

Sponsored by Boteler, Finley and Wolfe

Mobile Theatre Guild
14 N. Lafayette Street

Another outrageous play by Tom Perez, this time satirizing Mobile’s Mardi Gras madness. 

An Eastern Shore socialite “absolutely mortified” that her debutante daughter is dating a 
carwash magnate from Elba in the Wiregrass Country.

Her attorney-husband who stands her up at the I.M. ball because “No one saw him get off 
the float after the parade!”  (Check the float-barn, Buzzy!)

A federal bureaucrat, out to turn their antebellum home into a National Historic Site, who 
falls for the Queen of the Comic Cowboys  . . .  Mobile fun!

Call SAVLP at 433-6693 to reserve your $35 tickets.
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CONGRATULATIONS:  MBA members Tim Heisterhagen and 
Kasee Heisterhagen welcomed their first child on December 3, 2013.  
William Crews “W.C.” Heisterhagen was born weighing 9 
pounds, 0 ounces and measuring 22 inches long.  Both parents are elated 
with their new addition.

CONGRATULATIONS:  MBA member Brandy Hambright and 
husband Brandon welcome a son, John Henry, born on December 5, 
2013.  John Henry is welcomed home by Ava and Kennedy, and all 
are doing well.

CONGRATULATIONS:  MBA member Tracie Roberson has been 
sworn in as a new member of the Mobile County School Board.  
She is a 1991 graduate of Murphy High, a graduate of the Cumberland 
School of Law, and also holds a Masters in Public Administration from 
Troy University.  In a published interview, she says that education runs in 
her family and her priority will be to make sure schools get the funding 
they need to make sure the teachers, support staff and, most importantly, 
the children are being served.  Congratulations and good luck in this 
new endeavor!

DIED:  Longtime MBA member Hamp Uzzelle died peacefully on 
December 9, 2013.  He was Valedictorian of this class at the Baylor 
School in Chattanooga, and graduated from the University of Virginia 
and Tulane University Law School.  After six years as a naval aviator in 
the U. S. Marine Corps, he practiced maritime law in Mobile for 44 years.  
He was active in numerous professional, civic and charitable organizations 
and was an active member of the Episcopal Church.  He was also an avid 
sailor, world traveler, and fan of all music genres.  He is survived by his 
wife of 50 years, three children, five grandchildren, and other close 
relatives and friends.

DIED:  Donald Harris Rockwell, M.D., father of MBA member 
Thomas M. Rockwell, died on November 25, 2013.  He is survived 
by his wife of 59 years, four children and eight grandchildren.  Dr. 
Rockwell grew up in Fairhope, Alabama and practiced medicine in Mobile 
for 49 years.     

Lawyers In The News
By  Sandy G. Robinson
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Mobile Bar Foundation

In memory of 
MONICA ALEXIS KNIGHT, Chris Knight’s daughter

By

Caine O’Rear, III

MEMORIALS

Please Give

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone:  _____________________	 E-mail: ____________________________

⁭ I want to make a donation to the Mobile Bar Foundation.

	 In honor/memory of: _________________________________________

	 Acknowledgement to: Name _______________________________

	 Address ___________________________________________________

⁭ I want to become a member of the Mobile Bar Foundation.

⁭ Check enclosed

⁭ Bill my credit card $_____ Visa/Master Card/Amex #___________________	

	 ⁭ Life Member ($5000, paid in up to 5 annual installments)
	 ⁭ Partner ($500 or more) 
	 ⁭ Associate ($100 or more) 
	 ⁭ Regular Member ($50 - $99 annually, 
	     or if member of MBA practicing 5 years or less $25 - $99) 

⁭ I would like information on including the Foundation in my estate planning.

    Signature __________________________________ Exp. _______________

Mail to:  Mobile Bar Foundation, P.O. Drawer 2005, Mobile, AL 36652



january 1 - wednesday
HOLIDAY,  

New Year’s Day

january 6 - MONDAY
MBA BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING,

3:30 pm, MBA HEADQUARTERS

january 9 - THURSDAY
MBA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 
12 o’clock noon, Admiral Semmes

january 10 - FRIDAY
PROBATE SEMINAR, 1:30 – 4:45,

3.0 hrs. MCLE Credits, Admiral Semmes Hotel

january 17 - FRIDAY
MBA MONTHLY LUNCHEON, 

11:45 am,  Battle House Hotel

january 17 - FRIDAY
BANKRUPTCY LAW SEMINAR, 

1:30 – 4:45 pm, Battle House Hotel

january 23 - THURSDAY
MBA GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE MEETING, 

12 o’clock noon, MBA Headquarters

CONTINUING EDUCATION 2014
Jan 10 – Friday

PROBATE UPDATE, 
1:30 – 4:45 pm, 3.0 hrs. MCLE Credits

Jan 17 – Friday
BANKRUPTCY LAW, 

1:30 – 4:45 pm, 3.0 hrs. MCLE Credits

Mar 21 – Friday 
E DISCOVERY CHANGES, 

1:30 -4:45 pm, 3.0 hrs. MCLE Credits

Apr 18 – Friday
ANNUAL DO’s & DON’ts, 

1:30 – 4:45 pm, 3.0 hrs. MCLE Credits

January 2014


