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“GOD BLESS AMERICA”
Many of us have had the great good luck at one time or another to have had the 

opportunity to meet and enjoy a conversation with a Mobile native, and genuine 
American hero.  I speak of former U.S. Senator Jeremiah A. Denton, 
Admiral Denton.

I have met and served with many men who are or were genuine American heros 
in peacetime and in war, but none really seem to me to be on the level at which I 
rate Jerry.  He and I shared a Vietnam past that kind of makes those of us of that era 
somewhat like brothers, but maybe more, comrades-in-arms.

Truthfully, combat is as bad as you might imagine it to be, but surviving it is far 
more euphoric than you can imagine.  I have always thought that what Jerry endured 
for seven years in hell was not survivable mentally.  The fiendish captivity he endured 
didn’t crush him or his spirit but made him a giant.  Surviving really does make you 
believe that the rest of your life is “gravy”.

I was fortunate to have had the honor of representing the Admiral for four decades 
and it has been a very interesting chapter in my life book.  You can’t fathom how 
wordlessly embarrassed you can be made to feel when a man like Jerry tells you “God, 
I respect you infantry guys, doing that stuff you did day after day.”  The man never really 
appreciated how badly he was treated.  Jeremiah Denton died March 28, 2014, 
but what a statement he made for God and country as the first returning prisoner of 
war off the plane when he said “God bless America.”  The likes of Jerry Denton will 
not pass our way again.
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The weather has calmed down somewhat, Mardi Gras 
has come and gone and many of the MBA Committees 
and Sections are meeting -  Probate, Bankruptcy, 
Archives & History, Grievance, Bench & Bar, 
Law Day, Worker’s Comp, Women Lawyers – and many of these 
are luncheons with speakers that offer 1.0 hr. MCLE Credit.  The 
Continuing Legal Education Committee will be meeting in the 
very near future so if you have any suggestions for a seminar, please 
let us know.

The Archives and History Committee is attempting to build 
on a project that was begun back in the late 1980s by interviewing 
and recording for posterity the history and remembrances of some 
of our senior lawyers.  Last week Mr. Robert Denniston 
and Mr. Tom Haas (who have been practicing law since 1941 
and 1952 respectively) joined the Committee for lunch and with the 
able assistance of Donna Henderson, Henderson Court 
Reporters, Inc., we recorded their remembrances.  We hope to 
continue this program all year, so if you know of someone who might 
be willing to share, please let us know.

We are slowly adding to our web site but we still need your 
assistance.  Please view MobileBarAssociation.com and give us your 
feedback.  There are still a number of photographs missing; however, 
if you will drop by the Headquarters we will be glad to take your 
photo and fill in the blank space – will not take five minutes!

Browsing the Bar 
- With Barbara

http://www.MobileBarAssociaiton.com
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EDWARD BARRETT HAILS, 
University of Alabama School of Law 2012; 

Alabama State Bar 2012; 
with Luther, Collier, Hodges & Cash, LLP

TYLER N. SCOTT, 
Thomas Goode Jones School of Law in 2008; 

Alabama State Bar 2008; 
with Paulus National Closing Services, Inc.

NICHOLAS McCULLOUGH RAYBURN, 
Samford University, 

Cumberland School of Law 2013; 
Alabama State Bar 2013; 

with District Attorney’s Office.

DAVID W. BUNT, 
University of Mississippi in 2013; 

Alabama State Bar 2013; 
with Starnes Davis Florie.

JESSICA L. WELCH, 
University of Alabama School of Law 2011; 

Alabama State Bar 2011; 
with Johnstone Adams, LLC

EMILY ALLISON CROW, 
University of Alabama School of Law 2013; 

Alabama State Bar 2013; 
with Johnstone Adams, LLC

NEW MEMBERS

Program
There will not be a

LUNCHEON IN APRIL
The Next Meeting will be

Friday, May 16, 2014, 11:45 am

Battle House Hotel Moonlight Ballroom

This is our ANNUAL LAW DAY LUNCHEON
And the speaker will be our own

Justice Champ Lyons
We will also recognize the

Essay Contest Winners • Liberty Bell Winner
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Ariana H. Moore, Associate Director

SAVLP
South Al abama Volunte er Law yers 

Mark your calendars for Battle of the Bay, April 26th at the 
Bluegill.  Register to paddle in the canoe or kayak race or join us for 
brunch and a morning of fun on the deck.  This year we will have a 3 mile 
course for the competitive racers and a 1 mile fun paddle for those who 
would prefer to spend a little less time on the water.  Make sure you stay 
long enough to bid on the Stand Up Paddleboard donated by Dauphin 
Island Stand Up Paddleboards. Help your firm win the “Best of 
the Bay” award by sponsoring, volunteering or participating in the 
race. This is a great event for all ages.  Check out www.savlp.org for 
more details!  See you at the Bluegill. Thanks to our sponsors:

Sponsored by:  Andy Citrin Injury Attorneys, Arcadia ICR Group: 
A Professional Construction Services Company, Adams & Reese, 
Dauphin Island Stand Up Paddleboards, Freedom Court Reporting, 
Fairhope Boat Company, Jones Walker, LLP, ProLegal Copies, Re-
Elect Michelle Thomason, Thompson Reuters, Burr Forman, LLP, 

Fairhope Brewing Company, Ginger Poynter for District Judge, Henderson Court Reporting, Holston 
Vaughan LLC, James Ellison of Torres Protection Group, JoJo Schwarzauer, Circuit Clerk-Mobile 
County, Lois Robinson Court Reporting, Michael Upchurch, MH3 Printing, Mobile County Circuit 
Judges, OEC- Office Equipment Co., Reggie Copeland, Jr., Serda’s Coffee Company, Servis1st Bank, Source 
One Legal Copy, Southeast Roofing & Construction 

 Important Dates in April:
April 7, 2014- Limited legal advice clinic at Prodisee Pantry, Spanish Fort

April 9, 2014- Limited legal advice clinic at the Clarke County Courthouse, Grove Hill

April 10, 2014- Limited legal advice clinic, Mobile County Courthouse, Mobile

April 16, 2014- FREE CLE for SAVLP attorneys sponsored by the Practicing Law Institute                                                                        
“Limited Scope Representation 2014: Ethical & Practical” (2.20 hours of MCLE credit-1.40 hours of ethics) Live 
Webinar CONTACT SAVLP FOR DETAILS

April 17, 2014- Free CLE sponsored by Legal Services Alabama (LSA) and Alabama Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence (ACADV) “Risk Assessment” (1.5 hours CLE) Live Webinar CONTACT SAVLP FOR DETAILS

Special thanks to the attorneys who accepted or closed a case in February: John G Baylor Jr., Paul T 
Beckmann, Billy C Bedsole, Russell E Bergstrom, Wesley H Blacksher, Brina I Bolden, John E Bolton, 
Henry H Brewster, Peter F Burns, Henry A Callaway III, Robyn R Cannon, Kenneth Paul Carbo Jr., L. 
Brian Chunn, F. Luke Coley Jr., Gregory S Combs, Bryan Comer, Judson E Crump, Brent T Day, Sondra A 
Dempsey, Scott E Denson, Rebecca Ding, Bryan G Duhe’, Ben Ford, Barry A Friedman, Josh D Friedman, 
Jonathan P Gardberg, Joshua M Grantham, Mary A Hampton, Thomas E Harrison, Jessica Hatcher, 
Timothy A Heisterhagen, Christine C Hernandez, R. Scott Hetrick, Tosca Hieftje, Herndon Inge III, 
Matthew R Jackson, Vivian G Johnston V, Andrew M Jones, Christopher Kern, Carol M Lowell, James H 
McDonald Jr., S. C.  Middlebrooks, Jennifer S Morgan, Nicholas F Morisani, Cleveland M Patterson, Ian 
D Rosenthal, Steven Sciple, Hendrik Snow, Mary Elizabeth Snow, T. Jeff Stein, Scott D Stevens, Bryan A 
Thames, and Michael A Wing.

http://www.salvp.org
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In a case of first impression, the Court of 
Civil Appeals in Keeling v. Keeling, No. 
2120612 (Ala., Jan. 17, 2014), held that 
Ala. Code § 43-2-354, which mandates 
the taxing of costs against an unsuccessful 
claimant against an estate, did not authorize 
the assessment of attorneys’ fees incurred by 
the estate against the claimant.

In another case of apparent first impression, 
the Court of Civil Appeals in Terry v. Terry, 
No. 2120814 (Ala., Jan. 10, 2014), held that 
a trial court, which had previously entered 
a divorce decree that was then on appeal, 
nevertheless had jurisdiction to consider a 
petition to modify the decree if based on 
changed circumstances.

Significant Decisions
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Lawyers In The News
By  Sandy G. Robinson

Legal Milestones:
DIED:  MBA member Maury Friedlander died on March 6, 2014.  He 
practiced law in Mobile for over fifty-five years with Marr & Friedlander, 
P.C.  He is survived by his wife, Mary Ann Jones Friedlander (long-time court 
reporter for Judge Robert Kendall), three children, two grandchildren and 
many other relatives and friends.

DIED:  MBA member Lester Bridgeman died on March 6, 2014.  He had 
practiced law in Mobile since 1987.  In 1943, while attending Louisiana 
State University, he volunteered for the army and was assigned to the 
12th Armored Division. During the Battle of the Bulge, he was wounded in 
France and awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart.  He received his 
law degree from Columbia University.  Before coming to Mobile, he practiced 
law in Washington, D. C. for over 30 years. He was an avid sailor.  He is survived 
by his wife, attorney Ann Bridgeman, two daughters and many other relatives 
and friends.  

CONGRATULATIONS!  MBA member Jim Yance was honored for his 
years of service to the University of South Alabama with a life-sized portrait 
and the title of “Chair Pro Tempore Emeritus.”  He earned his undergraduate 
degree in political science in 1970, just seven years after USA was founded.  He has 
served on the USA Board of Trustees since 2006 and has served the University in 
many capacities.  Congratulations, Jim! 
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Announcements
The Law Firm of CONRAD & BARLAR is pleased to announce that 
KRISTINE McCULLOCK has become a partner of the firm.  The firm 
name has changed to CONRAD, BARLAR & McCULLOCK.

FRAZER GREENE UPCHURCH & BAKER, L.L.C. is pleased to 
announce that JAY N. ROBINSON has become a partner of the Firm 
effective January 1, 2014.

NEW OFFICE ADDRESS for BILL C. MESSICK, 4321 Downtowner 
Loop North, Suite 207, Mobile, Alabama; telephone and post office box 
remain the same.

The law firm of MAYNARD COOPER & GALE PC is pleased to 
announce the addition of BRYAN A. THAMES to its General Corporate  
and Mergers & Acquisitions practices.  Thames will be working out of the 
firm’s Mobile office.

ASSOCIATE POSITION AVAILABLE with Hare, Wynn, 
Newell & Newton, LLP.  Three to five years experience, high 
academic achievement required, federal clerkship desirable. Trial, oral 
argument and/or deposition experience required.  Brief writing experience 
in state/federal courts required.   Please send resumes to:  Hiring 
Committee, Hare, Wynn, Newell & Newton, LLP, 2025 3rd Avenue 
North, Suite 800, Birmingham, AL 35203

LEGAL SECRETARY with 10 years experience at local bankruptcy firm 
seeks full-time employment.  Trustworthy, hard-working and reliable, 
good references available upon request.  Call Tajuana at 251.423.2412.
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NOTICE FROM

MOBILE MUNICIPAL COURT 
The Court is encouraging attorneys to consider becoming Court Appointed Attorneys 

for the Mobile Municipal Court.  If anyone is interested in this opportunity please contact 
court secretary, Ms. Wanda Newberry at 251.208.7179 to schedule an appointment 
with Presiding Judge Holmes Whiddon and Judge Shelbonnie Hall.

The Young Lawyers would like to thank Burr Forman for hosting the 
March meeting at Royal Street Tavern.  Burr Forman is a long-time 
supporter of the Young Lawyers and we appreciate their contributions.  
The April YL meeting will be held on Thursday, April 17 from 5:30 to 7:30.  
The April meeting will be hosted by Mobile Bay Reporting and Source 
One, location TBA - so watch for an email update.  All are welcome!

FUN FEST AT ST. MARY’S HOME
The annual Young Lawyers Fun Fest at St. Mary’s Home will 
be on Saturday, April 5.  Please consider coming out to spend a few hours 
playing and talking with the residents.  This is always one of our best events 
and the kids have a wonderful time - all ages welcome!  
If you would like to get involved with Fun Fest or the Golf 
Tournament, are interested in sponsoring an upcoming meeting or if you 
have any questions, concerns, or comments please e-mail me (ksparks@
burr.com), Vice President Jonathan Maples (jmaples@carrallison.com), or 
Treasurer Russ Johnson (rjohnson@law-alabama.com).  

Kasee Heisterhagen, PresidentYoung Lawyers

mailto:kspark%40burr.com?subject=
mailto:kspark%40burr.com?subject=
mailto:jmaples%40carrallison.com?subject=
mailto:rjohnson%40law-johnson.com?subject=
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Memorials
Hamp Uzzelle

William “Bill” Lauten
Monica Knight

By
Caine O’Rear, III

Maury Friedlander
By

Charles J. Fleming 
and M. Kathleen 

Miller

Maury Friedlander
Lester M. Bridgeman

By
John N. Leach, Jr.

Please Give

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone:	 _____________________	E-mail: ____________________________

⁭ I want to make a donation to the Mobile Bar Foundation.

	 In honor/memory of: _________________________________________

	 Acknowledgement to: Name _______________________________

	 Address ___________________________________________________

⁭ I want to become a member of the Mobile Bar Foundation.

⁭ Check enclosed

⁭ Bill my credit card $_____ Visa/Master Card/Amex #___________________	

	 ⁭ Life Member ($5000, paid in up to 5 annual installments)
	 ⁭ Partner ($500 or more) 
	 ⁭ Associate ($100 or more) 
	 ⁭ Regular Member ($50 - $99 annually, 
	     or if member of MBA practicing 5 years or less $25 - $99) 

⁭ I would like information on including the Foundation in my estate planning.

    Signature __________________________________ Exp. _______________

Mail to:  Mobile Bar Foundation, P.O. Drawer 2005, Mobile, AL 36652



april 11, 2014 - friday
ANNUAL DO’s & DON’ts 

WITH THE JUDGES 
1:30 – 4:45 pm, 

Admiral Semmes Hotel

April 1 - TUESDAY
WOMEN LAWYERS LUNCHEON, MIDTOWN KITCHEN

APRIL 4 - FRIDAY
BENCH & BAR COMMITTEE LUNCHEON, 

11:30 am, Felix’s

APRIL 5 - SATURDAY
ANNUAL YOUNG LAWYERS

FUN FEST at St. Mary’s Home

APRIL 10 - THURSDAY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, 

12 o’clock noon, Admiral Semmes

APRIL 11 - FRIDAY
ANNUAL DO’s and DON’ts SEMINAR WITH THE JUDGES, 

1:30 – 4:45 pm, 
Admiral Semmes

APRIL 17 - THURSDAY
YOUNG LAWYERS, 

5:30 pm, at the Haberdasher

APRIL 24 - THURSDAY
GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE MEETING,

12 o’clock noon, MBA Headquarters

APRIL 24 - THURSDAY 
WORKER’s COMP SECTION MEETING, 

12 o’clock noon, Admiral Semmes VIP2

APRIL 26 - SATURDAY
ANNUAL SAVLP BATTLE OF THE BAY

CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION


