
Thanksgiving Prayer Letter  *  11/21/15 

 

Dear Partners in Mission,   

 

In this season of Thanksgiving we are grateful for your prayers and financial 

support for us here in Mityana.  May God bless our connection by prospering your 

work and granting you the desires of your heart. 

 

Faithfulness and Loyalty are more important than money! 

 

This truth became real to me as I prayed last Sunday 

(the 15th) for my music student and friend, Daniel. (You 

might remember his name from our last letter.)  Daniel 

and Kenneth had taught piano with me last Sat. and 

then left in the late afternoon to travel to their 

churches and prepare to play for worship the next day. 

Dan texted me a couple of hours later to tell us that he 

had been in an accident. The “taxi” (mini-bus) carrying 

him and 14 other passengers had swerved onto the side 

of the road to avoid an oncoming bus. The taxi hit a 

bicyclist, and 7 of the people in the taxi were killed 

when it fell over onto its side.  

 

Daniel had met a classmate on the taxi who he was 

sitting next to. They had both just graduated from 

teachers’ college 2 days before. There was excitement as they remembered this 

joyous event and their accomplishments at having graduated. Sadly, she died soon 

after their conversation.   

 

The Lay Reader of Dan’s church in Kassanda rushed to be with him at the hospital 

and spent the night there. He had chest and stomach injuries. Hospitals in Uganda 

are very different from what we’re accustomed to in the US. If no one is with you, 

you might not be treated or even get drinking water, food, medicine or bandages. 

Someone has to buy these basic emergency items for you, so the nurse or doctor can 

use them to treat you.  

 

During the week before the accident, Dan had received 3 phone calls from members 

of St. Peter’s church in Kampala.   A group from St. Peter’s had worshipped at Dan’s 

church the previous Sunday and heard him play the piano. They had called him 

repeatedly to invite him to play at their church. They were luring him away from 

Kassanda by offering 3 times the amount of money he was receiving for playing for 

worship. They wanted him to transfer and come to St. Peter’s to play. 

 

Daniel discussed this with his mother and me and told us that he was committed to 

his church in Kassanda where God had originally directed him. If he was tempted by 
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the additional salary, it was only briefly. He did not rationalize that the extra money 

would help his family which it certainly would, but quickly obeyed and stayed 

committed to his church.  

 

Yesterday, Daniel was able to attend a piano teacher training session I offered. One 

of my other teachers-in -training said that he needed to find a church to play for in 

Kampala on Sunday. Daniel was able to invite him to explore playing at St. Peter’s. 

God works in amazing ways! We pray, watch and marvel at his grace and try not to 

get in the way! 

 

Dan is recovering from some blood clots in his chest which were treated this week 

and the trauma to his body is healing. He is grateful to God to be alive. 

 

God has multiplied my efforts here! I am so excited that eleven students who have 

been studying the piano are teaching others. They are committed to continuing the 

music program at Bp. Lutaaya when we return to the US.  

 

We are very grateful for your support which enables us to serve in Mityana. The 

monthly pledges help us financially and your prayers prosper the work of our hands 

more than we could have imagined. We are so blessed!  

 

At this point, SAMS has instructed us to appeal for additional funds to be able to 

continue our work until the completion of the 3 years we agreed to be here. It’s 

been miraculous that we have not had to ask for more money to fund our stay here 

until now. 

 

 If you are able to you can contribute through the SAMS website: 

 

https://secure-q.net/Donations/SAMS/3289  

 

OR  you can send a check to: SAMS,  Box 399, Ambridge,  PA 15003                                   

OR you may want to consider spreading what you would like to offer /pledging/

monthly over the remaining next 10 months we plan to stay in Mityana. 

 

Thank you in advance for helping us as God leads you. We pray that you are giving 

thanks for the love, grace, forgiveness, family, faith, creation and blessings that you 

receive daily from God’s hand.  

 

Have a spectacular turkey day!   By logging on to the SAMS web page,  

www.sams-usa.org, you can see and hear a short video Thanksgiving greeting from us. 

        

You partners in mission,  

 

Beth & Chuck+ 

https://secure-q.net/Donations/SAMS/3289

