
 

 

                                   Welcome The Rev. Christopher Szarke! 

 

With joyful and thankful hearts, St. Margaret’s  Vestry and Discernment Committee are 

introducing The Rev. Christopher Szarke from Ithaca, NY, as our new Rector starting July 7. 

Rev. Christopher Szarke received his certificate as a Board Certified Chaplain at the Association 

of Professional Chaplains Conference in Louisville, Kentucky on Saturday, June 6th. This is the 

highest professional certification for healthcare chaplains. He was also elected to a three-year 

term as secretary for the Assembly of Episcopal Healthcare Chaplains (AEHC), a 300+ member 

national organization. 

Rev. Szarke is chaplain at Cayuga Medical Center, Ithaca; chaplain and director of spiritual care 

at Cortland Regional Medical Center, Cortland; and associate priest at St. John's, Ithaca.  

New to the Episcopal priesthood – he was ordained to the Transitional Diaconate in Atlanta in 

May, 2013, and then to the Priesthood in December that year – he brings a lifetime of spiritual 

focus and pastoral ministry that spans three decades and crosses the continent from his native 

Minnesota to the San Francisco Bay area; Seattle; Washington, DC; Georgia and upstate New 

York. 

“St. Margaret’s impresses me for being a vibrant and faith-filled parish,” he wrote in an email to 

Senior Warden Chris Urick.  “I have reviewed over 40 parish profiles since last summer, and St. 

Margaret’s became my first choice once I read the profile in November.  That number one spot 

never wavered and was affirmed by the days in Belfast with the Discernment Committee.  I am 

excited to join you on this faith journey . . .” 

 Christopher+ grew up in community.  He was the oldest of seven children in the Szarke family 

(the Hungarian name is pronounced “zar-kee,”) augmented by 43 first cousins and 18 nieces 

and nephews.  Life in the robust Roman Catholic family was great preparation, he has noted, for 

“the joys and challenges of parish life, as we communicate and listen, stretch and grow, and 

keep our focus on welcoming everyone to the table and to grow in our walk with Christ.” 

In the course of earning a degree in psychology, speech communication and human relations 

from St. Cloud State University in 1987, he studied in Great Britain in 1985 and was part of a 

Soviet Studies Tour in 1987.  He later earned an M.A. in culture and creation spirituality at Holy 

Names College in Oakland, CA, where his thesis was “Ministry of Presence: Pastoral Care and 

Counseling.”  He would later embrace the Episcopal Church, and he graduated from the Candler 

School of Theology at Emory University in 2013, with a concentration on theology and ethics 

and certificates in Anglican studies and faith and health.  



 

 

His journey has wound through a Benedictine monastery and a Franciscan friary, where he was 

immersed in the study of Scripture and centering prayer while fulfilling daily tasks ranging from 

gardening and car maintenance to monastic liturgy and caring for elderly monks.   He has been 

deeply involved in community ministries – with the Twin Cities Chapter Lutheran Volunteer 

Corps in Minneapolis, as director of volunteers and pastoral care for four years with the 

Multifaith AIDS Project of Seattle, office manager and volunteer trainer for the Episcopal Caring 

Response to AIDS/Pediatric AIDS/HIV Care in Washington, and case worker and staff supervisor 

for the Cooperative Urban Ministry Center, working with homeless and low-income clients, in 

Washington.  

Volunteer work for Habitat for Humanity and outreach to prisoners, the mentally ill and people 

of all ages and walks of life confronted with major health issues are threaded through his life.  

Working in HIV/AIDS ministry, he collaborated with people from multiple Christian 

denominations and many faith traditions, or no faith.  “Ecumenical and interfaith connections 

are important to me, and I am excited that we share this interest,” he told the Discernment 

Committee. 

He served as long-term supply priest at a church in Auburn, NY, from May to July last year, and 

currently is a supply priest in the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York.  In addition to 

preaching, he has taught the youth confirmation class and led adult education. 

His extensive hospital chaplaincy training includes residency programs at St. Mary’s Medical 

Center in San Francisco and United Hospital in St. Paul, MN.  His present dual chaplaincies in 

Ithaca and Cortland involve him in the spiritual, emotional and religious needs of patients who 

face chronic or acute illness and death.  His ministry extends to the entire hospital staff and 

patients in all areas, drawing on and developing community resources for spiritual support. 

 

  


