
Overview of the Edgar Miller bus tour 
 

Edgar Miller, shown on the left relaxing at his Carl Street Studio, is 
something of an enigma today, his prolific career mostly forgotten by 
art historians and regular Chicagoans alike. But in his heyday of the 
1920s-1950s, Miller produced a vast display of work for private 
residences and public buildings across the Chicagoland area and 
beyond. He excelled at stained glass work, and he also painted 
murals and frescoes and executed sculptures ranging in style from 
art deco to neoclassical. He is also well-known for his work as an 
untrained architect. In the late 1920s through the mid-1930s, he 
designed and executed a radical do-it yourself project involving the 
rehabilitation of several North Side homes into what became 
artistically designed art colonies. Edgar Miller relaxing at Carl Street Studios 

 

The Edgar Miller Chicago Tour, led by tour guides Larry Zgoda and 
Zac Bleicher, will take us to the inception of these colonies, the Carl 
Street Studios (as shown in the picture on the left) and Miller’s 
masterpiece of home design, The Glasner Studio, both of which are 
in the neighborhood of Old Town. 
Check out a 7-minute video from Chicago Tonight in 2011 that 
beautifully overviews Edgar Miller’s work in Chicago at: 
http://chicagotonight.wttw.com/2011/08/08/artist-edgar-miller. 

Glasner Street Studio 

A number of locations that we will stop at feature Edgar Miller’s work, but not all of the stops do. For 
sure, by the end of this tour, this juxtaposition will allow you to both understand the work of Edgar 
Miller and how his work fit in the Chicago of his times. 

Oak Ridge Mausoleum in Hillside (with 30 minutes of visiting time) is a 
prime example of Miller’s work, if traffic conditions allow us to travel to this 
jewel. The picture on the right shows Miller’s beautiful dome in the main hall – 
and why you should hope we get to go! 

http://www.edgarmiller.org/blog/oakridge-abbey is a link to get a preview. 
 

Main Hall of Oak Ridge Mausoleum 

Should traffic prevent us from going to Oak Ridge, the two sites that we will 
substitute will not disappoint: The Richard H Driehaus Gallery of 
Stained Glass and the University Club. The Driehaus Gallery on Navy 
Pier (with 30 minutes of visiting time) immerses visitors in darkened rooms 
bathed in the glow of 11 of Tiffany Studios’ stained glass windows (the one 
shown on the right is an example), each of which displays various ways 
Tiffany Studios reinvented tradition. The University Club downtown would be 
just a 20 minute visit to see windows and decorations by artist Frederic Clay 
Bartlett, who was one of the finest muralists in early 20th century America. 

For the Driehaus Gallery, click https://navypier.com/driehaus-gallery-of-
stained-glass.   

Tiffany window at Driehaus Gallery 



Edgar Miller’s Glasner Studio and the Carl Street Studios (as shown 
in the picture on the right) in Chicago’s Old Town are the two most important 
spots we will vist. With 40 minutes to visit the 1st, 20 minutes for the 2nd, you 
will find that Glasner is an incredibly designed, magical home created by 
artist, designer, and craftsman Edgar Miller during the Chicago Art 
Renaissance of the 1920s and 30s, and the Carl Street contains a series of 
unique art studio apartments that open out to closed communal exterior 
spaces fraught with gardens, fountains, koi fish ponds and, of course, art. 

And, if you didn’t click on this link before, we again recommend this short  
7 minute video: http://chicagotonight.wttw.com/2011/08/08/artist-edgar-miller. 

 

Carl Street Studios 

The ballroom of the Hotel Intercontinental (formerly Chicago’s Medinah 
Athletic Club) on Chicago’s magnificent mile (30 minutes) is where Edgar Miller 
designed the Gothic-inspired stained glass windows King Arthur Foyer and 
Court, depicting knights with swords and archers lunging and curving with 
dynamic motion. 

http://www.edgarmiller.org/blog/medinah is the site to learn more about this. 
 

Hotel Intercontinental Ballroom 

The lobbies of 120 N State and the Century Tower in downtown 
Chicago (30 minutes to visit both) each have lobbies with Edgar Miller glass 
designs in them. The building we now call Century Tower (the lobby of which 
is shown on the right) was built as a bank in the '30s and has gone through 
several incarnations without losing its distinctive charm. Once playing host to 
a speakeasy, it is now a sought-after condo building—with a restored lobby 
that features Miller’s windows and marble from an ancient Roman quarry. 

Centtury Tower lobby 

Second Presbyterian Church (1936 S Michigan) is where the tour will 
end, with a 40 minute tour that is guided by highly trained docents. Here, you 
will enjoy this National Historic sanctuary from the Arts and Crafts movement 
enhanced by a virtual museum of stained glass. You’ll literally get within a 
nose-length of more than twenty stained glass windows — nine by Louis 
Comfort Tiffany, two by Edward Burne-Jones for Morris & Co., and others by 
designers like Louis J. Millet and McCulley & Miles — enlivened by thirteen 
Pre-Raphaelite murals by Frederic Clay Bartlett.  

Go to http://2ndpresbyterian.org/arthistory to learn more about the building 
and all its art, and http://2ndpresbyterian.org/arthistory/windows to see, in 
detail, the windows that the church is so famous for. 

 

Tiffany window at 2nd Presbyterian 

 


