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Overview & Background 
 
The Winnetka Public Schools will administer the PARCC Assessment for the second 
time in April of 2016. Students in Grades 3-8 will be tested in the areas of Mathematics 
and English/Language Arts (ELA). This year, the PARCC consortium has made some 
adjustments to the assessment based on feedback from educators and school leaders last 
year. These changes include:  
 

• One testing window in April rather than two testing windows in March and May 
• Testing times will be ~90 minutes shorter for all grades 
• Students will sit down to take PARCC fewer times 

 
Similar to last year, the Curriculum Department and Administrative Team put together a 
guideline for student preparation. It is important to note that students are preparing for the 
PARCC all year through engaging in the District curriculum. The goal of the PARCC 
preparation plan is to help students gain comfort with the online testing environment and 
understanding of the expectations for math extended response and ELA written response. 
Our hope is that when students sit for the exam, they will feel less anxious and will be 
able to better demonstrate what they know rather than attempting to navigate an 
unfamiliar testing platform. 
 
The preparation plan is being shared with teachers at each school. The main difference in 
this year’s plan is that it incorporates two sessions (one math and one ELA) in which 
teachers will share model student responses and the rubrics used to score them from the 



 

2015 PARCC test. As last year was the inaugural assessment, these samples were not 
available prior to testing last year, so the District was unable to expose students to these 
tools.  
 
This test preparation plan is similar to the ISAT preparation that was done in the past. 
The plan is meant to serve as a baseline for what students should be exposed to prior to 
taking the assessment in April. Some teachers may decide to incorporate sample items 
into the everyday work they do with students in addition to the more formal test 
preparation sessions. 
 
The test preparation plan that was shared with teachers is as follows: 

• Summary: 
o 5-6 total sessions (30-45 minutes each) 
o 1-2 focused on test taking strategies/digital platform 
o 2 focused on Math 
o 2 focused on LA 

• Session 1: Familiarize with test platform-online  
• Session 2 (optional): Using scratch paper to find solutions to multi-step problems 

when taking a computer based exam 
• Session 3: Review Math released items and sample student responses from 2015 
• Session 4: Review ELA released items and sample student responses from 2015  
• Session 5: Math practice test- online  
• Session 6: ELA practice test- online  

 
In terms of parent communication, the following message appeared in principals’ 
newsletters this past week: 
 
The	PARCC	assessment	will	be	administered	to	students	in	grades	3	through	8	from	
April	4-29,	2016.	The	District	is	encouraged	that	the	PARCC	consortium	listened	to	
feedback	from	educators.	There	is	now	one	testing	window	instead	of	two,	and	the	
duration	of	time	that	students	will	spend	taking	the	test	has	been	reduced.	In	terms	of	
test	preparation,	District	is	treating	PARCC	similar	to	how	ISAT	was	handled	in	the	
past.	To	ensure	that	students	feel	comfortable	in	the	testing	environment	and	
understand	the	nature	of	the	questions	that	will	be	presented	on	the	exam,	teachers	
will	be	familiarizing	students	with	the	testing	platform	and	expectations.	
Approximately	four	instructional	hours	will	be	spent	on	test	preparation.	Regular	
Curriculum	will	continue	to	be	taught	during	this	time.	The	Illinois	State	Board	of	
Education	requires	all	public	school	districts	to	administer	the	PARCC	exam.	Per	the	
Federal	Government,	students	may	not	opt	out	of	the	exam.	To	learn	more	about	
PARCC	assessment	please	click	here	http://parcc.pearson.com/,	and	for	specific	testing	



 

times,	click	here:	http://parcconline.org/assessments/administration/times.	For	a	list	
of	Frequently	Asked	Questions,	please	visit	
https://www.winnetka36.org/curriculum/parcc. 

 
In addition, the State Superintendent sent a letter to all Illinois school districts who did 
not meet the 95% participation rate in 2015.  The State is required to formally inquire 
with Districts as to the reason for the lower participation rates.  The Executive Director of 
our region has no further direction at this time.   
 
 
 
 


