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September 29, 2015 
 
Overview & Background 
Last Spring, the inaugural Partnership Assessment for Readiness for College and Careers 
(PARCC), a computer-based assessment, was given to students grades 3-8 for math and 
English language arts/literacy.  The PARCC, intended to assess the newly implemented 
Illinois Learning Standards, consisted of two components, the Performance Based 
Assessment (PBA) that was administered in March, and the End of Year Assessment 
(EOY) that was administered in May.  Based on feedback provided to the PARCC 
governing board, the State of Illinois has announced revisions to the PARCC testing 
window and a reduction in the number of testing units to be administered in 2015-2016. 
 
Partnership Assessment for Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) 
Revisions for 2015-2016 
 
Single Testing Window 
For the 2015-2016 school year, the PARCC assessment will be consolidated into a single 
testing window.  Testing will occur at approximately the 75 percent mark to the 90 
percent mark of the school year. School districts are still required to provide a 30 day 
testing window to complete the administration of the assessment, however, districts 
should be able to complete the assessment within two weeks. 
 
Reduced Number of Testing Units 
In addition to consolidating the testing window, the number of unit tests student will take 
have been reduced by two or three.  Testing time for the math assessments have been 
reduced by 60 minutes, and the English language arts portion has been reduced by 30 
minutes.  Changes in testing time and number of unit tests are illustrated in the table 
below: 
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Total Testing Time: 2014-15 v. 2015-16* 

 Grade 3 Grades 4-5 Grades 6-8 

2014-2015 9.75 10 10.8 

2015-2016 8.25 8.5 9.2 

 
Total Unit Tests: 2014-2015 v. 2015-2016* 

 2014-2015 2015-2016 

Grades ELA          Math       Total ELA        Math         Total 

3   4                4              8   3              4                7 

4-5   4                4              8   3              4                7 

6-8   5                4              9   3              3                6  
*Adapted from PARCC Test Design Changes Overview 
 
The above changes are not expected to impact the reliability of the assessment, nor will it 
reduce its ability to assess the range of learning standards.  The PARCC governing board 
has also stated that these changes will not  impact the quality of the assessment. 
 
The State has indicated that school Districts can expect to receive individual student 
results from the 2014-2015 PARCC assessment some time between October 2015 – 
January 2016. Ahead of the release of individual student results, the State provided a 
“mock” parent report for math and English language arts in August. Click here to view 
the math  and ELA mock parent report.  
 
State Superintendent of Education, Tony Smith, emphasized in a recent communication 
to school superintendents in Illinois, that these initial results should be viewed as a new 
assessment baseline. As teachers and students become familiar with the new platform, 
results will increase as schools continue their alignment of standards,  curriculum, and 
assessment.  In the years that follow, results of the PARCC will be released earlier in 
order to help guide instructional decisions.  To read State Superintendent Tony Smith’s 
statement in its entirety, please click here. 
 
On September 16, 2015, the State Board of Education met to approve the performance 
level thresholds for the 2014-2015 PARCC assessment, as well as release the preliminary 
State level results.  Not all student results are included this preliminary release.  Students 
that participated in paper testing, Spanish, braille, or ASL forms are not included.  Click 
here to view preliminary State results.  
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Next Steps 
The PARCC assessment window for District 36 is April 4 - April 29, 2016.  Building-
specific information regarding days and times will be shared with families closer to the 
administration of the PARCC.  We will provide our results and individual student 
performance as soon as they are made available by the State.  Individual results are not 
expected to be released until later this Fall.   
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