
Children who participate in high-quality early
childhood education perform better in school,
graduate at higher rates and earn more throughout
their lives compared to peers who do not have
access to early learning programs.

INVESTING IN HIGH-QUALITY

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

In 2014-15, nearly 68%, or 122,791 of 3- and 4-year-old children living in

families earning up to 300% of the federal poverty guidelines (FPL) did NOT

have access to publicly-funded high-quality early childhood education

programs such as Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts & Head Start.

Eligible children are age 3 through
kindergarten entry age and live in
families earning up to 300% of FPL
($72,750 for family of 4).
In 2014-15, 13,456 children were
served in PA Pre-K Counts in 62
counties by 165 lead agencies.

Eligible children are age 3 to 5 and
live in families earning up to 100% of
FPL ($24,250 for family of 4). 
In 2014-15, 5,567 children were
served in state-funded Head Start in
46 counties by 48 lead agencies.

 Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts
Head Start Supplemental

Assistance Program

Unmet Need for High-Quality Early Childhood Education

In spring 2015, 312 letters of intent for the proposed increase in funding for  PA Pre-K
Counts & Head Start Supplemental Assistance Program were submitted - representing

more than 24,400 slots.



HIGH-QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION STRENGTHENS CHILDREN’S

COGNITIVE AND SOCIAL SKILLS, GIVING THEM A STRONG FOUNDATION

THEY NEED TO SUCCEED IN SCHOOL AND IN LIFE. 

The future success of
Pennsylvania’s
children - and

Pennsylvania’s citizens -
depends on dramatically
expanding access so that

all of our youngest
learners have the

opportunity to receive
high-quality early

childhood education.

Effective teachers and leaders. Studies show that the

presence of teachers with a bachelor’s degree specializing

in early childhood education leads to better outcomes for

young children.

Quality instruction and learning environment. Strong

programs combining qualified teachers, research-based

curriculum, child observation, and assessment create the

best possible learning environment for the child.

Engaged families. Families are a child’s first teachers.

Research shows that children whose parent/guardian

participates in their learning have higher student

performance. 

High-quality early childhood education programs such as Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts

and Head Start have used research to develop high-quality pre-kindergarten programs:
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