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Rally Day is Just a Few Weeks Away!! 
Sunday September 13th begins our church program year!! 

We’ll kick the day off with lively Dixieland style jazz during worship,  

then head out for a picnic and games on the front lawn. 
 

You’ll have the opportunity to register the kids for Sunday School and  

learn more about youth groups and exciting upcoming events.   

Sue Timony-Hall and Debbie Edwards will be on hand  

to answer all your questions. 
 

Sign-ups for children’s choirs will also be available. 

Nathan has provided more information about choirs on a following page. 
 

The Fellowship Commission will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, drinks and dessert. 
Please bring a salad (green, pasta, potato, fruit, etc.) to share. 

 

See you at Church!! 

To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
--Ecclesiastes 3:1 

Dear Friends, 
 It is August and I am already in denial. I cannot believe I am here writing a 
newsletter for September already! This just can’t be true, but it is true. Change is 
almost upon us again and seems to be the way we live life. So as I am writing this 
article and anticipating change, I can still hear the birds sing sweetly outside my 
window and enjoy my deck flower garden that is still blooming. Change is not easy. It is hard to 
wrap my mind around September, back to school, fall leaves, apple picking and pumpkin patches. 
And it’s approaching fast! 
 

 So I will give you a sneak preview of what’s just around the corner at FCC Madison. Youth 
and Children’s Sunday School will open on Rally Day, September 13th and all music programs will 
be in full swing. We have a very busy music season with lots of concerts planned. This year we will 
also have our first confirmation class in a couple of seasons, which will begin in October. There  
will be a special letter sent out in August and September to parents and those students who are 
eligible and interested.   
 

 This year, in response to the educational surveys filled out by all of you and the need to 
work more collaboratively as commissions and teams, Adult Ministries has invited Outreach,  
Lay Caring, Fellowship and Christian Education to a planning meeting on August 23rd. Yes, we are 
planning our programs together! We will present the results of the surveys and work together to 
bring more comprehensive and intergenerational faith formation opportunities to the church and 
community of Madison. These faith formation opportunities will be spread out through the year.  
So stay tuned, they will be announced in the next newsletter and on the website. (cont’d next page) 



 

SHARE IN THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH ON SUNDAYS!! 
A Reader is needed each week. 

Look for the sign-up sheet  
in Hubley Hall or call the office to volunteer!! 

FCC ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
 

Visit our website at www.fccmadison.org  If you take photos at any FCC 
event, forward them to the office, we want to share them! 

HELP US HELP YOU 
 

PASTORAL VISITS – If you or someone you know would appreciate a pastoral  
visit, please call the church office at 203-245-2739 x-20.  This will help get your 
information to the Pastors in a timely manner.  Please pass along hospital  
information as well. 

 Finally, we have formed a Steering team for the governance changes that we will present to 
you this fall with the help of UCC consultant and Interim Associate Conference minister of Fairfield, 
The Rev. Susan Townsley. The design is a continuance of the good work done by Charles Reese.  
So stay tuned for an upcoming congregational meeting called by the Council. You will be informed 
as we move along with the progress of this work as well as an opportunity to discuss and vote on 
the Rule changes. The plan is to implement the new design by September 2016. 
 

 As the Search Committee continues their work, we, too must continue our work and create 
the future we want to see, beginning now.  You cannot afford to wait for your new pastor. It is time 
we connect to the community and beyond in new ways, joining with other churches to bring the 
good news to those who God calls us to serve. Interdependence is the way we do this, and I am 
happy to report that your staff works diligently to reach out to the community and nearby churches 
to create programs, carry out mission work and teach others of the love of God.  We have a new 
staff member, Debbie Edwards, who will be the Sunday School Director and we welcome her to the 
team!   
 

 In case you haven’t figured it out yet, my work as an Interim Pastor is about change and 
transformation to the churches. So I look forward to an exciting year of transformation with you and 
see what God is up to and where God is leading the FCC Madison congregation. In the meantime, 
let us keep our eyes focused on our Creator who is co-creating new things through us all the time. 
 

On the journey, 
Pastor Donna 

http://www.fccmadison.org


  

Here’s where to get the latest scoop on what’s happening musically in the 

church!  For even more information, call Nathan at: (203) 245-2739, ext. 21. 

 

 

 
CHOIRS ARE STARTING UP AGAIN! 
Pretty soon, all five choirs of the church will be back in action, and 
you are invited to take part! Here is a little more information on 
each choir: 
 

 ADULT CHOIR: This choir is open to high school students and 
older with an interest in singing multiple-part music. Having the ability to read music is an  
advantage, but not a requirement! We sing almost every Sunday and also for special music 
events such as the Interfaith Thanksgiving Service and joint choir festivals. Rehearsals begin 
Thursday, September 10th in the Chapel from 7:00-8:30 pm.  

 

 CHANCEL CHOIR: Interested singers from the 4th-8th grades are invited to come and learn  
advanced music with the intention to sing once a month.  New singers entering the 4th grade 
are strongly encouraged to give it a try! Rehearsals will start Sunday, September 20th in the 
Chapel from 11:30-12:00 noon.  

 

 TREBLE CHOIR: All the kids up to 3rd grade will be rehearsing once again with Miss Liz!   
For 15 minutes directly after the Children’s Moment each Sunday, the children will be brought 
downstairs to the church basement to learn fun music and even play a few musical games.  
They sing in church about once a month, and they’ll begin Sunday, September 20th. 

 

 SPIRIT CHOIR: This is an informal, multi-generational choir that rehearses fun, easy-to-learn 
music to sing in church the following week. Just come to the piano at the front of the sanctuary 
for only ten minutes! There is a strong emphasis on upbeat spirituals and more modern,  
progressive Christian music. Rehearsals begin Sunday, September 20th directly after 
church. 

 

 HANDBELL CHOIR: The Handbell Choir operates on a four-week rotation; we practice four 
Tuesdays in a row up in the church balcony, then we play in church the following Sunday. (You 
must be able to make at least three out of the four rehearsals.) It is open to anyone age twelve 
and older, and we always have a ton of fun! Take note that the rehearsals are different from 
last year: They are now on Wednesdays from 6:00-7:00 pm. The dates are: 
 
 Wed. Sept. 23rd: 6-7 pm rehearsal 
 Wed. Sept. 30th: 6-7 pm rehearsal 
 Wed. Oct. 7th: 6-7 pm rehearsal 
 Wed. Oct. 14th: 6-7 pm rehearsal 
 Sun. Oct. 18th: play in church  
 
A sign-up sheet will soon be available in the church house auditorium on the Music bulletin 
board for those who would like to play.   

  
 Please be sure to sign up by Sunday, September 20th, and thanks! 



 GALVANIZED JAZZ BAND FOR RALLY SUNDAY 
Fred Vigorito’s “Galvanized Jazz Band”, a Dixieland-style 
ensemble, has played for the Rally Sunday church service 
for a number of years. For the past five years, they have also 
played outside for the picnic, an added treat! This year,  
Rally Sunday is September 13th, and we look forward to 
having them play again.  The Music Department is seeking 
sponsors who would be interested in helping to cover the 
cost of having the band ($1,000). Their music contributes so 
much to our service and to the start of the fall season, and 
any contribution—large or small—would certainly be much 
appreciated. Please be sure to talk to Nathan if you are able to donate, and thank you very much!  
 
 
ON A PERSONAL NOTE… 
On Sunday, November 1st at 3:15 pm, I’ll be playing a solo 
organ recital at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City. 
This is a very exciting opportunity for me, and I’m thrilled  
o have been accepted to perform there as part of the Kilgen 
Organ Recital Series. The organ itself is an enormous,  
five-manual (keyboard) instrument with over 9,000 pipes!  
I plan to play works by Bach, Hindemith, Franck, Callaerts, 
and a beautiful piece written by my friend and mentor  
Godfrey Tomanek who recently passed away.  
 
 
ON ANOTHER PERSONAL NOTE… 
My office hours will be slightly different this fall since I will be going back to school at the end of  
August. I have been accepted into the music program at Central and will be pursuing a degree  
in Organ Performance. Although Central doesn’t have a  
formal organ program, they are creating one just for me, and 
I’m looking forward to studying with Ezequiel Menéndez,  
organist at St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford. I still plan  
on being here full-time at the church, however, and the  
professors at Central are extremely accommodating for a  
non-traditional student like myself. It will be quite an adjustment! 
 
 
ON A FINAL PERSONAL NOTE… 
Both Liz and I have been overwhelmed by the outpouring of prayers, love, food, and care following 
Liz’s recent surgery. Never before have we experienced such a level of support from so many  
people, and our hearts are truly touched. Whatever hardships we have endured this past few 
months and will be enduring in the months ahead as Liz goes through chemotherapy, please know 
that the kindness shown to us has been of immeasurable comfort, and we are so very grateful. 
God’s love is radiated with such compassion, and we most certainly feel it. Thank you all for your 
incredible generosity.  



  PETER GRIGGS: GUITAR IN AMERICA 
Saturday, September 21st - 7:00 pm 
We are proud to welcome back guitarist Peter Griggs as he presents 
an eclectic program concentrating on the unique styles of American 
guitar music. He will be performing a variety of music incorporating 
traditional finger-picking, ragtime, blues, jazz and popular song and 
includes music by Robert Johnson, George Gershwin, Duke Ellington, 
Wes Montgomery and others. Peter has performed and studied with 
musicians all over the world.  $10 adults; free for students. 

 

ROSLYN YOUNG MEMORIAL CONCERT 
Sunday, October 11th - 4:00 pm 
Entitled “A Mozart Afternoon”, the 12th Annual concert, dedicated to 
the memory of local violinist Roslyn Young, will feature Mozart’s 
Clarinet Quintet, K.581 and Piano Quartet in E Flat Major, K.493. 
Performers include Matthew Goodman (clarinet), Julia Bady (piano), 
Judson Griffin (violin), Andrea Andros (violin), Alissa Smith (viola), and 
Loretta O’Sullivan (piano). Tickets will be available at the door. 

 

PROJECT: MUSIC HEALS US 
Friday, October 16th - 7:00 pm 
Organized by violist Molly Carr, Project: Music Heals Us is a series of 
chamber music concerts dedicated to bringing the healing power of 
music to the Connecticut Shoreline. Following a phenomenal concert at 
our church, the musicians will then play the next day at a local nursing 
home or rehabilitation center. This is the first of three scheduled 
concerts; be on the lookout for others coming next year. 

 

NATHAN BAYREUTHER: PIPESCREAMS! 
Friday, October 30th - 7:00 pm 
Prepare to be spooked as organist Nathan Bayreuther celebrates his 
10th anniversary as Director of Music here in Madison with a haunting 
and exciting recital the night before  Halloween. Pieces will include 
Vierne’s Fantômes, Saint-Saëns’s Danse Macabre, Boëllmann’s Toccata 
from “Suite Gothique”, Bach’s famous Toccata and Fugue in D Minor, 
and more. $10 adults; children and students are free. 

 

SHORELINE CHORALE: TO MUSIC! 
Saturday, November 21st - 4:00 pm 
The Chorale welcomes their new Director, Sarah Kaufold as they 
present a concert with expressions of drama, faith, comfort, and 
community. The main piece on the varied concert program is Ralph 
Vaughan Williams' Serenade to Music, which is on a Shakespeare 
text.  The featured Guest Artist will be tenor Marc Deaton of Madison 
Lyric Stage. Tickets will be available at the door. 

 



 

Summer Outreach Updates - Dear Fellow FCCers - Summer is in full bloom but September is just 
around the corner.  We have an upcoming apartment renovation with CCA, 
which is dependent on a project manager.  Anyone interested?  Please spread 
the new, volunteers are welcome from outside the congregation.  CCA also has 
their fundraiser on October 22

nd
 at the Shubert Theater in New Haven.   

Perhaps we could put together a group!  See Bill McCullough, or their website ccahelping.org for 
details.  Our upcoming Mission moment for September is Childhood Cancer Kids and October is 
the CROP walk. Please support these wonderful causes! Thank you for your commitment and  
generosity in the past. Let's keep it coming!  Susanne, Outreach 2015 

Lobster Bake - Please join us at the FCC Lobster Bake on the beach at the 
home of Cathy Hopkins on Sat, Oct 3

rd
 at 4:00 pm (rain date: Sun, Oct 4

th
).   

Lobster, steak, potato with fixin’s, salad, cake and bottled water will be served. 
BYOB. The cost for this delicious dinner is $30, or $10 for children’s meals  
without lobster. Be sure to sign up at Lemonade on the Lawn or email Lori  
Charette, lchar@comcast.net or Alison Hubley, alisonhubley@gmail.com by Sept 
27

th
. Checks can be made payable to FCC Madison with “Lobster Bake” noted in the memo  

section. Hope to see you at this wonderful church fellowship event! 

Women’s League—Sept. 3 
 

After a summer break the Women’s League will re-gather on Thursday, 
September 3, 2015.  Kandie Carle will present “Fashion in Fiction” at the 
Women’s League program on Thursday, September 3, 2015.  
 

After a summer the League’s programs will begin 
again on that date with a brief worship moment at 
12 noon in the Chapel followed by a luncheon and 
then the program in Hubley Hall. 
 

You will meet Jane Austen and how she dresses 
Elizabeth Bennett and Mr. Darcy. Kandie will tell 
us how important fashion was 200 years ago. 
 

All women of our congregation and their friends are encouraged to attend 
any and all of the programs.  If you are not already on the calling list and 
would like to attend, please make your reservation for lunch by calling  
the Church Office at 203-245-2739 ext. 20 by the Monday prior to the 
luncheon.  

 
Thank you!! – Many thanks to everyone for the prayers, cards and get 

well wishes following my recent surgery.  Recovery is going well and I 

happy to be back at work. ~Wally 

file:///S:/General/Meetinghouse%20News%202015/2015%2009%20MHN/ccahelping.org
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FCC Tuesday Newsday will return in September!! 
 

Every Tuesday morning, a message will go out from the office, highlighting the  
upcoming events and opportunities for that week!  These events and information 
will highlighted in Sunday bulletins and also on our website.  

 

Any additional information to be included must submitted to the office by 5:00 p.m. on Monday. 
(mainoffice@fccmadison.org)   
 

Have you signed up to receive email notices from us?  No? Then, go to our website and click on 
the Sign up for our newsletter icon or click here. 

Meetinghouse Fair Nov. 14 
(Yes, we’re really already talking about this!) 
 
Are you moving this summer?  
Are you redecorating? Are you 
downsizing?  We are looking 
ahead to our Meetinghouse Fair, 
Sat. Nov. 14.  There is space in 
the basement of the Church House to take 
items that you want to donate this summer. 
Items requested should be in good  
condition, clean, and saleable. Small pieces 
of furniture must be able to be carried away 
the day of the Fair.  Thanks for keeping the 
Church in mind for your donations. 

Men’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study - 
We took a break for July and August. 
Watch for news of our return in September. If you 
have any ideas on books or study material we 
should consider or if you have any questions please 
contact Colin Reeve, (203) 508-4504, 
colin@reevefamilyct.com or the church office. 

 

Tech Hurdles, Hurdled. Tall Buildings Leapt … 

—not exactly in a single bound—but now cleared and flying. We are now interview-
ing using video conference. And the process WORKS.  It is not a fast, “eHarmony” 
kind of process but much more of a Bill Moyers dialog—good breadth and depth 
where probing is suggested. A good long look with enough meat and grounds for an 
OPINION.  
 
And … This works for the candidate too – She/He is sampling the 9 of us to  
extrapolate an opinion of … all of us.  
 
Be assured, A fit will click. 
 
 
 
 
All best, 

 
Norman Dolph 

Norm Dolph Cynthia Dreier Doreen Elia 

Doug Ewers Alison Hubley Barnaby Mortensen 

Carol Robbins Dean Singewald Will Tuthill 

mailto:http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=o8hm6veab&p=oi&m=1104542048110&sit=tplzu9yfb&f=f9c3ac37-bd54-46ab-911e-d8f6c9ffb6b2
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?llr=o8hm6veab&p=oi&m=1104542048110&sit=tplzu9yfb&f=f9c3ac37-bd54-46ab-911e-d8f6c9ffb6b2
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

10:00 a.m. 
In the Meetinghouse 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:15 - 11:15 a.m. 

 

Communion Served First 
Sunday Each Month 

 
Our Worship service is 

broadcast on 
Madison Access TV 

Channel 18 
 

Sunday 12:00 noon 
 
WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAY 
3rd Wednesday each month 

7:30 p.m. 
In the Chapel 

The First Congregational Church 
Of Madison  

 

26 Meetinghouse Lane, Madison,  CT  06443 
Overlooking the Green 

 

An Open and Affirming Church 
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The Rev. Donna Cassity 

Interim Senior Pastor 
 

Phone:  203-245-2739 
Fax:  203-245-3341 
E-mail:  mainoffice@fccmadison.org 
Website: fccmadison.org 
Facebook: 
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