
NRWA IS PROUD TO TAKE PART IN  
THE HUDSON TO HOUSATONIC  (H2H) 
CONSERVATION INITIATIVE 
 

H2H is a new interstate collaboration of 
more than two dozen local and regional 
conservation organizations and municipal partners 
across southwestern Connecticut, Westchester and 
southeastern Putnam Counties in New York. H2H 
partners will engage landowners identified as 
pivotal in the battle to protect imperiled streams, 
drinking water reservoirs, and plant and wildlife 
habitat. The initiative is funded by a two-year US Forest Service grant 
Participating organizations and agencies will collaborate with landowners in 
13 focal areas straddling   town   or   state   lines containing land formations 
likely to adapt to climate change in the future. Targeted landowners will 
learn about their land and gain a better understanding of their vital role in 
sustaining the natural resources critical to supporting people and wildlife.  

H2H partners recognize their work will contribute to a more 
connected open space network in support of local and regional conservation 
visions, including Wildlands and Woodlands, which led to the formation of 
one of H2H’s key partners, Fairfield County Regional Conservation 
Partnership (FCRCP), of which NRWA is a participant. As Emily Bateson, 
Director of Conservation at Highstead Foundation, a regional H2H leader 
organization, puts it,  “The wooded landscapes of New England and New 
York have recovered over the last 150 years from an era of extensive 
agricultural expansion, and today we count on them to protect our water, 
clean our air, shelter wildlife, provide jobs and healthy recreation, and 
reduce the impacts of global warming. But the seminal 2010 report, 
Wildlands and Woodlands: A Vision for the New England Landscape, 
documented that we are now losing those woods on a net annual basis to 
poorly planned development. H2H is a vital collaboration to help reverse 
that trend, and to sustain the natural landscapes that in turn sustain us, now 
and for future generations.” 	  
     For information, contact Jes Siart at Highstead, (203)938-8809. 
 	  

	  
A recent meeting of conservation 
partners working together as part of 
the H2H Initiative. 


