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PRESIDENT'S NOTES 
By Mike Alford

Well here we go again, Measure “B” which we will have to now 
call B-1, continues to haunt us. Rather, the proponents of the 
measure are what continues to haunt us with their incessant 
court actions aimed at blocking the demise of their ill-conceived 
measure. Briefs were filed on 5-23 and one would think when 
the appellate court refuses to overturn the lower court ruling. 
But no, that will not be the end of it. I’m hearing rumblings that 
ex-city councilman Pete Constant and Billionaire Charles 

Munger will continue to plague us by attempting to solicit support from the 9th circuit 
court. So pour a drink and sit back folks it looks like we are still abroad the B-1 train 
for a while longer.

I labeled this measure “B” B-1 because on the city of San Jose city ballot this June 
7th, there will be yet another measure entitled measure “B” which is a 1/4 centsales 
tax increase purposed to provide funds for re-establishing city services including 
Police and Fire services. That measure “B” we support and we will call it B-2. Also for 
those who live in San Jose,  we are only supporting one candidate at this time in the 
various city council races, Josh Barousse in District 8. We have opted to not commit in 
the other races due to the number of candidates in those races. In the District 8 race 
there are a couple of groups that have begun a smear campaign against Barousse. 
With our assistance he will have a better chance to get his message out.

A reminder regarding the June meeting. I will be out of the state and leaving the 
meeting in the capable hands of the Fire VP Ray Storms. Also There will be a represen-
tative or two from Blue shield in attendance to answer questions. 

Speaking of questions. At the last meeting the question of future medical affiliated with 
disability came up in reference to Senate Bill 863. After the meeting I found the bill on 
line and printed out all two or three hundred pages. In reading it I could find no refer-
ences to future medical pro or con. I placed a call to the city attorney’s office to get 
someone there to give me an answer as to where the stand on the issue. Silly me. I 
was directed to a legal aid who will look up the pertinent sections and bring it to an 
attorney who will in turn try to form an official opinion. In plain, English I will probably 
have to ask our attorney to look into it. I will wait until I return in June and if they have 
not contacted me I will call our attorney.

UPCOMING
ASSOCIATION MEETINGS
June: Paul Brown of Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield answering questions on the 
plans



With the relentless media attention on Trump, 
Sanders and Hillary, it’s tempting to grab the 
remote control, push the off button and tune out.  
That’s the challenge many of the candidates for 
local office face on June 7.  As we know all too 
well, however, who gets elected to local office 
can have a huge impact on our daily lives.

The Association has endorsed one candidate who 
we feel we fight to ensure retirees are treated 
honestly, fairly and with dignity: Josh Barousse.  

To date, we have sent out four direct mail pieces supporting Barousse.  We felt that it was not only right to support 
Barousse, but he became the victim of the tired attack tactics by the business special interests in San Jose.  The San 
Jose Camber of Commerce’s Political Action Committee sent mailers to voters attacking Barousse.  For what?  
Because he got a ticket for driving solo in the carpool land and talking on his cell phone. 

No, we’re not kidding. As a result we felt it was important to directly inform voters of Barousse’s plan for improving 
public safety in San Jose and improving San Jose’s neighborhoods.  Our hope is that Barousse makes the runoff 
election in November.  However, win or lose, it is important that candidates for office, and the monied interests hoping 
to impact San Jose elections know that if this Association endorses a candidate, we will stand behind them not just 
with our name, but with action. 

ELECTION UPDATE: SAN JOSE CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 8

Place: Coyote Ranch (just off of Monterey Highway in the Coyote Valley)

When: Thursday, August 11, 2016
Time: 3:00 PM to 7:00 PM Dinner will be served at 5:00 PM

Cost: $10 for Members  | $15 for Spouse 
$15 children between ages 12-16  | $20 for Non-Members

Association of Retired San Jose
Police Officers and Firefighters 
33nd Annual August 2016 BBQ 

Food Served:
BBQ Ribs & Chicken

Corn on Cob

Salad, 

Garlic Bread

Soft Drinks

Beer & Wine

MAKE Checks
PAYABLE TO:

AORSJPO&FF AND SEND TO:
Jerry Ellis
P.O. BOX 28041
SAN JOSE, CA 95159

Example of campaign mail sent supporting Josh Barousse
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR RETIREMENT.
Cindy Blean, Fire Engineer, effective May 5, 2016; 17.29* years of service.  
Craig Blank, Police Sergeant, Police Department, Non-Service Connected Disability Retirement, 23.80* years of service.
Kevin E. Cassidy, Police Officer,  May 7, 2016; 25.25* 
Mark H. Clough, Police Sergeant, 23.17* years of service.
Richard F. Palmer, Fire Captain, 2016; 27.69* years of service. 
Connie Y. Barnes, Police Officer,  2016; 27.11* years of service. 
David M. Honda, Police Captain, 25.23* years of service. 

Save money, save paper.
Sign up for E-Newsletter. By signing up to receive the newsletter through e-mail, you will get the same content, only 
you will help the Association save money on printing and postage costs. If you wish to receive the newsletter via 
e-mail versus regular mail, please send an e-mail to treasurer@retiredsjpoff.org

LOOKING BEYOND THE RULE: SOME REAL NUMBERS
By Walter Bugna

In February 2014, Brightwork Partners LLC surveyed the financial conditions of those recently retired or nearing 
retirement. Their report, First Look: Assessing the New Retirement Experience, found some interesting twists to the 
80 percent rule.

Retirees were living on an average of 66% of their preretirement income.
57% said they were living as well or better than when they were working.
85% agreed with the statement: “I don’t need to spend as much as I did before I retired to be satisfied.”
Among those still working, 34% were contributing 14% or more of their earnings into a retirement plan.

It appears many retirees have decreased their lifestyle expenses in retirement with minimal distress. And if house-
holds are saving 15% of income instead of 10%, their current lifestyle standard is going to be lower in retirement 
than the 80% assumption. So should the 80 percent rule be adjusted or tossed? Personal finance author Jonathan 
Clements, in an April 11, 2015, column, has a more pragmatic assessment: Most of us don’t have a well-honed 
financial plan in which we set out to amass a specific sum and quit the workforce when we hit our target. Instead, we 
save what we can and then make do.

That statement probably gets closer to the truth of how most people handle their personal finances. The guidelines of 
conventional wisdom may say they should be doing more, and maybe they could have done better, but a lot of 
Americans are making do – and they’re okay with it. Meeting or missing an arbitrary target isn’t a great determinant 
of retirement satisfaction.

If you have questions about retirement planning,  tax planning and financial strategies,  please call Eugene Lee of 
Pacific Advisors in San Jose (408-382-7804).    He has assisted many public safety professionals with tax planning 
and financial issues.  My wife and I have benefited greatly from his expert advise and direction.
Walter Bugna, Retired San Jose Fir
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6/8 Goodies – Wine, 2201 S. Bascom Ave., Campbell 408- 369-1236
6/9 Association Meeting, 11AM to 1PM 
 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose 
6/15 Police Benevolent Association, 5PM,
 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose 
6/15 Bill of Faire Restaurant – Green, 1005 Saratoga Ave. at Williams, 408-446-4050
6/22 Hick’ry Pit – Gray, 980 E. Campbell Ave., Campbell 408- 371-2400
6/29 City Diner – Tan, 2951 Monterey Rd., SJ, 408-269-5490
7/6 Burger Pit – Blue 120 Blossom Hill Rd., SJ 408-225-6030
7/14 Association Meeting, 11AM to 1PM
 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose 
7/20 Police Benevolent Association, 5PM,
 at the San Jose P.O.A. Hall, 1151 N. 4th St San Jose
8/11 Annual Association BBQ, 3PM to 7PM, Coyote Ranch

CONDOLENCES
 Bruce A. Petersen, Police Officer, retired October 5, 1995, died March 29, 2016. 


